THE AMBASSADOR  
“So we are ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through us. 

We beseech you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God (2 Corinthians 5:20).”

Volume 7, Issue 7/8     A newsletter for the Pastors and Lay Leadership of the Charlottesville District
July/August 2010
Moving Vans and Boxes
   The Charlottesville District welcomes the following persons into fellowship in the “heart” of the Virginia Annual Conference:
· Reverend Pamela Baldwin—Rock Spring UMC

· Reverend Bryan and Lynn Copeland Buckles and their children, James and Ross—Mineral-Mt. Pleasant Charge

· Reverend Scott and Laurie Davis and their children, Sara and Jordan—Aldersgate UMC

· Reverend Jeane and Wesley Dunkum—Southern Albemarle Charge
· Reverend Will and Dr. Sara Dyer—Greene Charge

· Reverend David and Ellen Edinger—Poplar UMC

· Reverend James and Gail Hassmer—Mountain View UMC

· Reverend Bill and Pat Hepler—West Louisa Charge

· Reverend Terri Hoffman—North Madison Charge

· Reverend Shin Woo Hong and Hye In Song—Bethany-Sardis Charge

· Reverend Conni and David LeFon and their children Becca and Allie—South Fluvanna Charge

· Reverend Nancy Palmer—Culpeper UMC

· Reverend Vivian Utz and Jim—Byrd Chapel UMC
The Gift of Renewal
   For eight weeks this summer, July 12 thru September 6, I will be on renewal leave.  This time will be used for reflection, study and self-renewal and has been approved by the District Superintendency Committee and Bishop Kammerer, in accordance with ¶ 425 of The Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church 2008.  Please contact the district office, as usual, with any questions or assistance you might need, as a team is in place to provide support for your on-going ministry.
   Pastor/Staff Parish Relations Committees are encouraged to advocate and support clergy for continuing education, spiritual growth and sabbaticals—in additional to vacation (refer to ¶ 351).
   It is a privilege to serve the Charlottesville District through the office of district superintendent.  Thank you for this time of renewal.


Brenda Biler

Virginia United Methodist to Run 400 Miles in 15 Days for Teens Opposing Poverty
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   “Are you crazy?” is the question people often ask SuSu Jennings as she prepares to run the equivalent of 15 marathons (about 400 miles) in 15 days from August 17 -31.  She is pushing the limits of her endurance to raise support for Teens Opposing Poverty (TOP), an Advance Special of the Virginia Conference that teaches youth how to be in ministry with the poor and homeless. Her goal is to raise $25,000 for the ministry. 

   SuSu will begin her odyssey in Winchester, and will run through Front Royal to Washington, DC, then return to Virginia to run through Fredericksburg, Richmond and Charlottesville, ending in Lynchburg, all cities where TOP youth groups are currently serving. TOP’s ministry in Charlottesville is with the homeless at Lee Park. In 2009, over 1,100 teens and young adults were involved in TOP’s ministries in eight towns and cities throughout Virginia and in Washington, DC.

   During the run and throughout the summer and fall, SuSu will be sharing her amazing story of losing over 135 pounds in 15 months and becoming an ultra marathon runner, culminating in finishing a 100 mile race in March of this year. It is a story of faith, perseverance and God’s faithfulness. Go to teensopposingpoverty.org and click on “schedules” for more details on SuSu’s run, where she will be speaking and to learn more about TOP.  Anyone interested in having SuSu share her story at their church, volunteering to run with her or be part of her support crew can contact TOP at 866-955-6260 or contact@teensopposingpoverty.org. 
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Contact Dave Bean, 540.718.2752 or Jerry Lawson, 540.937.4990 for a Chartering Package or schedule a speaking team to come to your Church.
Zion Thanks God for Kids
   Lions, tigers and bears –oh, my!  On Sunday, July 18, Zion United Methodist Church will host a community-wide event – "Thank God for Kids" –  that children and families will remember for a lifetime!  Dr. Jim Lavender, United Methodist Pastor and nationally-recognized leader in innovations in children’s ministry, will be presenting one of the most amazing children’s sermons you have ever seen, punctuated with live exotic and domestic animals!  Children, families, community members, and local churches are all invited to bring your lawn chairs or picnic blankets and join us for this very special event!  There will also be FREE food for everyone to enjoy courtesy of the Zion United Methodist Church men's group.  The program will begin at 4:00 PM.  No registration is required.  Please call the church office at (434)  589-1665 with questions.  Zion United Methodist Church is located at 1674 Zion Road in Troy, VA.
Voices of Youth to Bring Music, Mission Awareness to the Charlottesville District

   The Voices of Youth, a choir of high school and college-aged youth from United Methodist Churches throughout the Commonwealth of Virginia, is bringing their 25th Anniversary Tour to the Charlottesville District.  With stops this summer across Virginia, their only area appearance will be on Wednesday, July 14 at 7 p.m. at Hinton Avenue UMC, 750 Hinton Avenue in Charlottesville.  Our district has three members traveling as youth members and one member as college staff. The youth are Samatha Shifflett, Kelley and Caitlyn Lebrecht and Jeremy Hopkins as college staff.
   The motto of VOY is "Awakening the United Methodist Church to Mission," a job they undertake both seriously and joyously.  These talented young people tell the story of the importance of mission in their lives as Christians through the power of music.  They aim to share their enthusiasm with their audiences, and ignite a similar passion through mission outreach.  Their program will consist of choral and instrumental music, interpretive movement, and visuals intended to challenge congregations to be in mission.

   This inspiring musical program is open to all persons in the community.  There is no admission charge.  An offering will be received in support of the choir's expenses.

   If you would like further information about the concert, or if you are able to provide housing in the Charlottesville vicinity on the evening of July 14 for two to four youth members, please telephone Fred Schneider at 434-293-2065.

Newsletter Deadline: August 15
Charlottesville District Missions

   Our district was represented at the 2010 Annual Conference mission opportunities:  the potato drop, packaging food for Stop Hunger Now, the canned food collection, and in providing a variety of kits.  Praise God for all your efforts!  

   Any of you who want to continue that work by making kits or packing kits at MERCI in Goldsboro, NC, please contact Joan Wasserott at 434- 589-3669.  You may join a team or bring your own team in the fall when teams will resumes. 
   From time to time there will be gleaning opportunities.  If you already have given Joan your email address, she will contact you when she has specific information.  
  Local food pantries throughout the district are hurting.  Support them by donating food, money and your time.
   The Henry Fork Center needs your soup labels.  They are very close to getting a brand new van, thanks to all your labels. Make a visit to Henry Fork Center if you've never been.  It's a fantastic, loving environment for children and it gives them a great start in life using Christian values.  Check out the Campbell web site for participating products.  Send labels to:  Mary Moorefield,
1601 Westover Drive, Danville, Va.  24151.
  And don’t forget the Voices of Youth who will be on our district July 14!  Please support these young people as they share their love and dedication as they travel through the conference. These are our missionaries of tomorrow.
Joan Wasserott 
Chair, Charlottesville District Missions
You Are Very Welcome!

The following “Thank You” notes were received:

Dear Rev. Biler, 

   I would like to thank the Charlottesville District of the UMC for sending me a scholarship supporting my ministry in Voices of Youth.  I really appreciate this wonderful gift.  

God bless!  

Sincerely,

Samantha Shifflett

Dear Dr. Biler,

   I want to thank you and the district for the generous donation toward my experience with Voices of Youth 2010: Awakening the UMC to Mission.  Your donation is a key help toward the mission that we are trying to complete in the name of Jesus.  I can’t wait to share our message with you through our music!  

God bless, 

Jeremy Hopkins

The Wesley Foundation at UVA

wesleyatuva.org

   How you and your church can be involved in the life of the Wesley Foundation…

1. Prepare dinner for our regular Thursday night dinner during the academic year.  Students love a home-cooked meal and look forward to Thursday every week, when we eat well and enjoy fellowship with our district friends.  Board member Sherry Lambert coordinates dinners and would love to sign you up for the 2010-2011 school year:  Sherry@alumni.virginia.edu
2. Invite our Worship Troupe to visit your congregation to sing, share about life at Wesley, and witness by telling their faith stories.  Our Campus Minister is also available to preach at your church on some of these Sundays, in combination with the worship team.  

3. Serve on our mission team.  Each year during spring break, Wesley students volunteer in mission and some of our best trips have included non-student friends from around the district.  In recent years we have served in New Orleans, Kentucky, South Carolina, and Washington, D.C.  Spring break next year is March 6-12, 2011 and we will be announcing our destination in September.  Updates will be on the web site.

4. Buy our scrumptious Valentine’s Day Cookies (or just make a donation).  Students raise money to finance our mission trips each year and one tasty way they do this is through a marathon cookie-baking weekend just in time for Valentine’s Day.  Purchase a dozen heart-shaped, iced cookies or simply contribute to the cause.

5. Be part of our Handy Folks team.  We are putting together a list of folks who are handy and who would like to help out from time to time around the Wesley Foundation property.  Having folks we can call from time to time for minor repairs and maintenance helps us be even better stewards of our finances and our property.  We can use help with everything from yard work to changing light bulbs to small plumbing projects.  

6. Join the Support Council.  Board members come from various parts of our community — the university, local churches, the larger community, our ecumenical and interfaith friends, alumni, and students.  The Board of Directors shares in the ministry of the Wesley Foundation with our Support Council, a larger group of friends and supporters from these same segments of the community.  Support Council members meet twice a year to learn more about the ministry and to help communicate news and share in the celebrations of life at Wesley.  Many Support Council members also serve on Board committees.

7. Make a financial pledge.  We are so thankful for district, local church, and individual support.  
8. Pray for us.  We love this ministry at the intersection of the church and the academy and we love our partners in ministry.  We know we rest on the prayers of our partners and we give thanks for the many ways those prayers lift us up and help us thrive as a community of faith.

Want to know more or volunteer?  Please contact our Campus Minister & Director, The Rev. Deborah Lewis:  deborah@wesleyatuva.org  434-977-6500

   Support for All God’s Children Camp

   This summer children of incarcerated mothers will come together for a week-long adventure at camp where they will swim, fish, hike, sing, roast marshmallows, learn how much God loves and cares about them, and discover that they are not the only ones with an incarcerated mother.  The 2010 camp dates are:

· August 1-6 at Camp Highroad in Middleburg

· August 15-20 at Westview on the James in Goochland

· August 15-20 at Occohannock on the Bay 

You can help by:  mentoring, providing supplies, prayer, and financial support. The camp depends on funds donated by individuals, groups, and churches. A scholarship of $350 sends one child to camp.

For more information, visit the web site at www.vaumc.org/agcc or contact Casey Torrence, Director of All God’s Children Camp at 1-800-768-6040 or 804-521-1100 ext. 138 or email <caseytorrence@vaumc.org>
United Methodist Women

 

Here’s what is happing for United Methodist Women:
· School of Christian Missions July 22-25 and July 26-29 at VUMAC. Studies include: For the Love of God: John’s Letters;  The Beauty & Courage of Sudan: Why a dream of peace is possible;  Joy to the World Mission & Evangelism
· Young Women's Event Sept. 24-25 at VUMAC

· C’ville District UMW Annual Meeting October 2, 2010

· 38th Annual Meeting of  Va. Conference UMW  Oct. 23-24 at VUMAC 

· C’ville District UMW Advent Prayer Breakfast, December 4, 2010 
Contact Daphne with any questions:     daphne_5678@yahoo.com or 434-973-3901 

The United Methodist Church

Charlottesville District Office                                                                    

914 E. Jefferson St., Suite 104

Charlottesville, Virginia 22902               

http://CharlottesvilleDistrictUMC.org 
Email: CharlottesvilleDistrict@vaumc.org
Newsletter Editor: Leah DeLong

Rappahannock3umc@aol.com
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED
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DISTRICT CALENDAR
June 28-July 2
Moving Week for Pastors and Their Families Throughout the Virginia Conference

July 7

District Clergy Welcome Picnic, 6 PM., Walton’s Mountain Museum, Schuyler, VA
July 14

Voices of Youth at Hinton Avenue UMC, 7 PM, 750 Hinton Avenue, Charlottesville
September 7
Deadline for Submitting Nomination Form for At-Large Lay Delegate to 2011 Annual Conference



   Application Form in Ambassador and District Website
September 12
District Conference, 3:00 PM, Aldersgate UMC, 1500 E Rio Road, Charlottesville
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