THE AMBASSADOR  
“So we are ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through us. 

We beseech you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God (2 Corinthians 5:20).”

Volume 7, Issue 6        A newsletter for the Pastors and Lay Leadership of the Charlottesville District
June 2010
Ministry Celebrations and Changes on the Charlottesville District
      As we are nearing the end of another year of ministry and are preparing for the launch of another conference year, July 1st, we pause to give thanks to God for the gift of the Church and the opportunities we have to know and to share the Good News of Jesus Christ.  The Harry Denman Award for Evangelism will be given to a youth for the first time this year.  The recipient, Tessa Diehl is from First United Methodist Church!  On Monday evening of Annual Conference: Nancy Palmer (Culpeper UMC) will be licensed for ministry; Stan Mulford (East Culpeper Charge) will be commissioned; and Leah DeLong (Rappahannock Charge) and Jim Joyner (Byrd Chapel) will be ordained elder; Tommy Thompson (Rock Spring) will be recognized as an elder in the Virginia Annual Conference of The United Methodist Church.
   Ivy Hill United Methodist Church (Mt. Pleasant Charge, Amherst) has requested discontinuance, effective June 30, 2010.  The annual conference will vote on this request.  At District Conference in April we celebrated the long, fruitful ministry of this congregation.  With permission of the annual conference, the property of Ivy Hill UMC will be transferred to the Mt. Pleasant Charge (Mt. Pleasant UMC and Mt. Horeb UMC).  Members of Ivy Hill UMC will be transferred to Mt. Pleasant UMC or to other churches, at the request of the member.

  Scottsville UMC and Mt. Zion UMC are forming a new partnership: Southern Albemarle Charge.  Sardis UMC and Bethany UMC will be joining together to form the Bethany-Sardis Charge.  The Mineral Charge (Mineral UMC and Mt. Pleasant UMC) are requesting a new charge name: Mineral – Mt. Pleasant Charge.  These changes, with annual conference approval, will become effective July 1st.
   The following churches and pastors will be transitioning this year: Aldersgate/Bill Jones; Byrd Chapel/Jim Joyner; Greene Charge/Gay Lynn Tonelli; Mt. Pleasant Charge/Terri Hoffman; Mountain View/William “Buster” Payne; Mt. Zion/Carol Thornton; North Madison Charge/Bryan Buckles; Poplar/Joyce Maddox; Rock Spring/Tommy Thompson; South Fluvanna Charge/Dorian Powell; West Louisa Charge/Vivian Utz.  John Siegle will complete his interim ministry with Bethany and Sardis, following the death of Jack Bartee.  Don MacNicoll and Hazel Eakin will retire.
Stop Hunger Now
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Members of the upcoming Annual Conference are invited to participate in the packaging of 100,000 meals through Stop Hunger Now. Packaging will take place in the exhibit hall on Monday, June 14, from 11:00AM – 7:00PM and Tuesday from 9:00AM until the goal is completed. Members, their friends, and families are encouraged to stop by at their convenience during the listed hours and assist in this opportunity for hands-on global mission. Space will be limited to between 200 and 250 persons at one time. Groups of 10 or more that would like to pre-register to package at a certain time slot should contact Lee Warren at lwarren@stophungernow.org to reserve space. Otherwise individuals are invited to come and go at their convenience. The cost of the meals will be $25,000. Churches and individuals wishing to assist with the cost of preparing the meals are invited to contact Marc Brown, Director of Connectional Ministries, at marcbrown@vaumc.org or use the online donation form.

Stop Hunger Now meals consist of rice, textured vegetable protein, and a chicken-flavored vitamin powder containing 21 essential vitamins and nutrients. Each packaged and sealed bag is able to feed six people and is shipped to partner organizations of Stop Hunger Now with a particular focus on school feeding programs and disaster relief. Since the start of Stop Hunger Now’s packaging program, over 27,000,000 meals have been packaged and distribution has included 30 countries around the world.

Laity Banquet Tickets

   The Annual Laity Banquet at will be held Monday, June 14th, 5:00 p.m. at the Marriott Norfolk Waterside Hotel.  The guest speaker is Reverend Jim Gulley.  Jim was in Haiti at the time of the recent earthquake.  Banquet tickets are $26 per person.  Make your checks payable to “Virginia Annual Conference” and send your request to Bob Forrest 1987 Bentivar Farm Road, Charlottesville 22911; proffitva@netzero.com; 

434 974-6650.

Annual Conference: June 13-16

Annual Conference Potato Drop

    The Virginia Conference Board of Global Ministries (BOGM) and the Society of St. Andrew (SoSA) are co-sponsoring the 13th Annual Conference Potato Drop during this year’s Annual Conference. The “drop” will take place on Tuesday, June 15, at 5:30 a.m. in the parking lot of Ghent United Methodist Church, 531 Raleigh Avenue in Norfolk.

   Potatoes are one of the most nutritious foods available, making them highly desired by critical feeding agencies providing food to the nation’s hungry. This Potato Drop will result in 120,000-135,000 servings of food to the region’s poor and hungry families.

   SoSA is delivering a tractor-trailer filled with more than 20 tons of donated sweet potatoes to Norfolk and the BOGM is helping to cover the cost of shipping. The truck will arrive in the predawn hours and the potatoes will be dumped in the parking lot of Ghent UMC. Volunteers of all ages – youth to seniors – are needed to help bag and load the potatoes for pickup by more than a dozen regional food banks, church pantries, soup kitchens, and other local feeding agencies. Bagging is expected to be completed before 7:30 a.m.

   If you plan to volunteer, bring a pair of work or garden gloves and comfortable shoes with you to conference.

For more information about the national, nonprofit hunger-relief work of the Society of St. Andrew (Advance #801600), or about the Virginia Annual Conference Potato Drop, contact Sarah Ramey at 1-800-333-4597.

Annual Conference Offering
   Bishop Charlene Kammerer has announced that the 2010 Annual Conference offering goal is $300,000 and will benefit three leadership development projects:

Brazil: $100,000 — curriculum and teacher training materials for “Shade and Fresh Water” centers and other children’s centers sponsored by the Brazil Methodist Church;

Mozambique: $100,000 — education and training for Sunday school teachers, lay preachers and pastors in the United Methodist Church in Mozambique, which is growing rapidly and needs leadership for the hundreds of new United Methodist churches being established throughout this southeastern African nation;

Virginia: $100,000 — job training programs at Grace Ministries, a community outreach program of the Arlington District that addresses the most pressing material and spiritual needs of low-income immigrants in northern Virginia and empowers immigrants to become community leaders.
  Additional information and bulletin inserts are available on the Conference web site.  
Kits For Conference

   The 2010 Virginia Conference kit collection is being conducted to replenish the United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) supply. UMCOR’s Sager Brown Depot reports there is a need for all types of kits. With the situation in Haiti there is more of a demand for the Health Kits. The most requested kits are: health kits, school kits, baby/layette kits, sewing kits.  Other kits will be accepted as well.

There is a need for Birthing Kits!  You can be a part saving lives through the Birthing Kit Initiative. Imagine a baby or a mother surviving because of a simple kit you helped put together – all for less than the cost of a treat at your favorite coffee shop! The kits are based on research and field trials. It is essential for the contents of each kit to be NEW, with only the requested items – nothing more. DO NOT include any personal notes, money or additional material in the kits.

· One hotel‐size piece of soap 
· One pair of clean latex gloves 
· One square yard of clear 4 mil plastic sheeting 
· Three pieces of clean string each 12 inches long 
· One clean single use razor blade 
· Two flannelette receiving blankets each 1 yd use pinking shears to prevent fraying 
· One gallon zip lock bag – to package the kit 
· Please box kits with identifying label on the outside (i.e. ~ 20 Birthing Kits)

.

The Birthing kits will be distributed only to hospitals and clinics with the programs in place to provide education on their correct use. Julie Warren RN is available to come and speak to small groups and demonstrate how to put these simple but effective kits together. You may contact Julie at juliewarren1@verizon.net (804) 590 1187
   Kits may be brought to the Norfolk Scope and dropped off across from the Scope at the intersection of Brambleton and St. Paul’s (same as last year). Receiving station hours are: Sunday, 3-7:30 p.m.; Monday, 7:30 a.m.-7:30 p.m.; Tuesday, 7:30 a.m.-2 p.m.
Questions regarding kit contents should go to the conference Mission Office at 1-800-768-6040, ext. 144, or (804) 521-1144, and by e-mail at Mission@vaumc.org.  Questions about the kit collection site should be addressed to Kits for Conference coordinator, the Rev. David Cunningham, at (252) 429-3544 or by e-mail at hisdisciple@cox.net.
Newsletter Deadline: June 21

Please note that the July and August newsletters will be combined into one issue and will be published during the last week of June.  Another newsletter will not be published until mid-late August.
Bring 4 Cans 4 Conference

    In the best of the Virginia United Methodist traditions, you are encouraged to bring 4 Cans 4 Conference! 
   Please bring:

1 can of Vegetables (any kind!)
1 can of meat or fish
1 can of soup or stew
1 can with a pop-top.
   In addition, you might bring dry goods (eg, boxed mac-and-cheese, spaghetti, pasta, etc.) or preparation mixes (Hamburger helper, soup starter, powdered milk, etc.)
   Please do not bring items labeled beyond the expiration date, dented cans, home canned items, novelty or condiment items, medications, perishable items, soft drinks, alcohol or tobacco items, or items packaged in glass.     You may also make a donation by check, made payable to “SEVA Food Bank.”  Drop off your check at the collection station.  

 
“Go Green” Badge Buddies

    The Virginia Chapter of the Professional Association of United Methodist Church Secretaries (PAUMCS) will, again this year, be promoting “Go Green” Badge Buddies at their display table during Annual Conference. The Badge Buddy, which can be used again and again, is fabric and hangs from an adjustable strap. It has a place in which to slide your nametag, a closeable pocket for room keys, credit cards or cash, and a place on the back for a small note pad and pen. The cost is $5 each and the proceeds will go toward training local church secretaries. Please plan to stop by the display area during meal breaks and purchase one!

United Methodist Women

 

   Our UMW Breakfast at Annual Conference will be at 6:45 AM, June 15 at the Crowne Plaza Hotel in Norfolk.  The cost is $14 per person.  Make checks payable to the Norfolk District UMW.  Please contact Daphne to purchase tickets at daphne_5678@yahoo.com or 434-973-3901 

Mark your 2010 Calendars:

· UMW Day at Ferrum College June 5

· School of Christian Missions July 22-25 and July 26-29 at VUMAC. Studies include: For the Love of God: John’s Letters;  The Beauty & Courage of Sudan: Why a dream of peace is possible;  Joy to the World Mission & Evangelism
· Young Women's Event Sept. 24-25 at VUMAC

· Charlottesville District UMW Annual Meeting October 2, 2010

· 38th Annual Meeting of  Va. Conference UMW  Oct. 23-24 at VUMAC 

· Charlottesville District UMW Advent Prayer Breakfast   December 4, 2010 
Voices of Youth

   It’s always a joy to announce this year’s Voice of Youth tour dates.  The Charlottesville district has three members traveling as youth members and one member as college staff. The youth are Samatha Shifflett, Kelley and Caitlyn Lebrecht and Jeremy Hopkins as college staff. The tour brings the group to our district, Wednesday, July 14 at Hinton Ave UMC. The address is 750 Hinton Ave., Charlottesville. The church website www.hintonavenueumc.org has directions. If you are unable to attend on the 14th, there are two other dates close by.  The tour will be in Staunton on Friday July 9th at St Paul’s UMC at 7PM and in Lynchburg on Tuesday 13th at Heritage UMC at 7PM.   I urge you to support this vital ministry and to let these young people know how much we appreciate their hard work and dedication.    

Bob Forrest District Lay Leader

Book Review

   Drawing from experiences in South Africa under apartheid, peace talks in northern Ireland, stories of his upbringing, as well as watching his grandchildren Desmond Tutu and his daughter, Mpho write their newest book Made for Goodness. Tutu’s theology is informed by his understanding that God as the Creation was being created looked upon that which He had made and called it good. We did nothing to merit our status of goodness; God created us out of love and there is nothing more we can do to be loved even more by God for God loves us perfectly to begin with. Tutu also suggests that there is nothing we can do that will make God love us less. Tutu writes; “When we falter, fail, or fall, when we don’t measure up, we expect that God will smack us. We forget that, in many ways, it doesn’t matter. God will still love us perfectly. It doesn’t matter if we fall short, because it has no effect on God’s love for us. It matters when we fall short because, as those who have received boundless love, we desire to return love and be a delight to our lover. When we falter, it is usually because we have been trapped into thinking that everything depends on us. When failure defeats us and drives us to despair, it is because our efforts were aimed at proving ourselves worthy ─ when, in fact, we have nothing to prove.” Tutu enables the reader to witness God through a contextual lens that is unique to that of a South African leader and reformer. It’s a ‘world view’ (to borrow a George Barna term) that we seldom get to see here in America. Tutu, using his ‘World View’, lends refreshing definitions to God’s grace, God’s love, evil, guilt, suffering, freedom of choice, failure, and prayer. All in all, using the gruesome backdrop of apartheid, Tutu weaves his understanding of original blessing into what I think would make a wonderful summer read. 

Submitted by Dr. Timothy D. Hazlett, 
Emmanuel UMC (Amherst)
The Wesley Foundation at UVA

wesleyatuva.org

   How you and your church can be involved in the life of the Wesley Foundation…

1. Prepare dinner for our regular Thursday night dinner during the academic year.  Students love a home-cooked meal and look forward to Thursday every week, when we eat well and enjoy fellowship with our district friends.  Board member Sherry Lambert coordinates dinners and would love to sign you up for the 2010-2011 school year:  Sherry@alumni.virginia.edu
2. Invite our Worship Troupe to visit your congregation to sing, share about life at Wesley, and witness by telling their faith stories.  Our Campus Minister is also available to preach at your church on some of these Sundays, in combination with the worship team.  

3. Serve on our mission team.  Each year during spring break, Wesley students volunteer in mission and some of our best trips have included non-student friends from around the district.  In recent years we have served in New Orleans, Kentucky, South Carolina, and Washington, D.C.  Spring break next year is March 6-12, 2011 and we will be announcing our destination in September.  Updates will be on the web site.

4. Buy our scrumptious Valentine’s Day Cookies (or just make a donation).  Students raise money to finance our mission trips each year and one tasty way they do this is through a marathon cookie-baking weekend just in time for Valentine’s Day.  Purchase a dozen heart-shaped, iced cookies or simply contribute to the cause.

5. Be part of our Handy Folks team.  We are putting together a list of folks who are handy and who would like to help out from time to time around the Wesley Foundation property.  Having folks we can call from time to time for minor repairs and maintenance helps us be even better stewards of our finances and our property.  We can use help with everything from yard work to changing light bulbs to small plumbing projects.  

6. Join the Support Council.  Board members come from various parts of our community — the university, local churches, the larger community, our ecumenical and interfaith friends, alumni, and students.  The Board of Directors shares in the ministry of the Wesley Foundation with our Support Council, a larger group of friends and supporters from these same segments of the community.  Support Council members meet twice a year to learn more about the ministry and to help communicate news and share in the celebrations of life at Wesley.  Many Support Council members also serve on Board committees.

7. Make a financial pledge.  We are so thankful for district, local church, and individual support.  Any amount is helpful and appreciated.

8. Pray for us.  We love this ministry at the intersection of the church and the academy and we love our partners in ministry.  We know we rest on the prayers of our partners and we give thanks for the many ways those prayers lift us up and help us thrive as a community of faith.

Want to know more or volunteer?  Please contact our Campus Minister & Director, The Rev. Deborah Lewis:  deborah@wesleyatuva.org  434-977-6500

Barbecue Dinner Fundraiser

   Come and enjoy a great meal from the famous cooks at Ivy Creek United Methodist Church!  Ivy Creek is hosting a barbecue dinner Saturday, June 19th from 5:00-7:00.  We are located at 674 Woodlands Road, Charlottesville.  The cost is:

$10 for all you can eat

$7 for a to-go plate

$5 for children between age 5 and 12

Children under 5 eat free

   The menu includes barbecue, potato salad, cole slaw, baked beans, and strawberry shortcake.  Everything is home-made!  The proceeds will be used to support our mission projects.  For more information, including a map, see our website at www.ivycreekumc.org.

Constitutional Amendments 

   The United Methodist Council of Bishops announced on May 5, 2010, that only five of 32 amendments to the church’s constitution passed by the 2008 General Conference have been ratified by the annual conferences. The ratified amendments will become effective immediately.  The vote counts for each of the amendments were as follows:

Passed
Amendment VIII, adds “gender” to the list of categories ensuring the rights of membership regardless of race or status: passed 41,434 yes; 7,712 no. 
Amendment IX, which ensures every jurisdictional conference have at least 100 delegates: passed 39,333 yes; 9,122 no. 
Amendment XVII, which allows laity on the committee on investigation to vote on matters of ordination, character and conference relations of clergy: passed 33,810 yes; 14,712 no.
Amendment XIX, which allows all clergy members of annual conference to vote to elect clergy delegates to general, jurisdictional or central conferences: passed 38,604 yes 10,432 no. 
Amendment XXII, which recognizes Bermuda congregations as part of the Baltimore-Washington Annual Conference: passed 43,049 yes; 5,539 no. 
   Support for All God’s Children Camp

   This summer children of incarcerated mothers will come together for a week-long adventure at camp where they will swim, fish, hike, sing, roast marshmallows, learn how much God loves and cares about them, and discover that they are not the only ones with an incarcerated mother.  The 2010 camp dates are:

· August 1-6 at Camp Highroad in Middleburg

· August 15-20 at Westview on the James in Goochland

· August 15-20 at Occohannock on the Bay in Belle Haven

Prayerfully consider how you can help by:

· Mentoring: These volunteers do not lead activities, but provide supervision, companionship and compassion to the children during their daily activities. They are the ones who assure the children that God loves and cares about them in the midst of their struggles. After camp, mentors agree to maintain their contact with their campers by phone or letters throughout the school year.  Mentors are adults ages 17 and up. They attend training the Sunday morning prior to the week of camp. It is an intense, yet extremely rewarding experience.

· Supplies: Your Sunday school class, UMM or UMW circle, or Vacation Bible School can help by collecting supplies, such as…new sleeping bags (plain colors - no special characters), pillows, pillow cases, flat twin sheets (no fitted sheets), rain ponchos, swim suits (assorted sizes), school supplies (notebooks, markers, crayons, pencils, paper), craft supplies and shower totes with handles.

· Prayer: The camp and children need your prayers. Alarming statistics show that these children are more likely than their peers to have behavioral problems, trouble in school, and likely to eventually be incarcerated. We hope to give these children the chance to break this cycle.   
· Financial Contribution: The camp depends on funds donated by individuals, groups, and churches. A scholarship of $350 sends one child to camp.

For more information, visit the web site at www.vaumc.org/agcc or contact Casey Torrence, Director of All God’s Children Camp at 1-800-768-6040 or 804-521-1100 ext. 138 or email <caseytorrence@vaumc.org>
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Contact Dave Bean, 540.718.2752 or Jerry Lawson, 540.937.4990 for a Chartering Package or schedule a speaking team to come to your Church.
Prayer Encounter Workshop

Saturday June 12, 2010

Virginia Beach, Va.

   The Evangelical Fellowship of the Virginia, in cooperation with Foundry United Methodist Church in Virginia Beach, Virginia, is offering a Prayer Encounter Workshop on Saturday, June 12, 2010, from 8:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

   The registration fee for the Workshop is $30 per person and includes a box lunch, continental breakfast, and snacks.  Each participant may reserve an optional workbook at a cost of $15.00 each.  Make checks payable to Foundry United Methodist Church (put “Prayer Encounter” on the memo) and mail to Foundry UMC, 2801 Virginia Beach Blvd., Virginia Beach, VA 23452

   The purpose of the Prayer Encounter Workshop is to enhance an individual’s prayer life and to resource a congregation’s prayer ministries.  The presenter will be The Rev. Dr. Terry Teykl.  Terry’s passion for prayer is contagious as he communicates foundational principles and practical ides.  He’ll make you laugh, but you will come away from the experience convinced that you can make a difference in your church, your life, and the lives of those who are yet to find faith in Christ.

   Terry’s warm humorous style makes him a sought after speaker and seminar leader.  He pastored for 28 years and is now devoted full-time in prayer ministry.  He has authored many books on prayer including Making Room To Pray, Pray the Price, Your Pastor – Preyed On or Prayed For, How To Pray After You’ve Kicked The Dog, Acts 29, Blueprint For The House Of Prayer, and The Presence Based Church.  Terry is an ordained Elder in the Texas Annual Conference of The United Methodist Church.

   The deadline for registration is Monday, June 7.  Walk-in registrations will be accepted but lunch is not guaranteed.  .5 CEU is available with preregistration notification.  

   Please note that the same workshop is being offered at Tabernacle UMC on Saturday, June 19, 2010, from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.  For more information, contact Pastor Steve Hay at 540-786-6162 or pastorsteve@tabumc.org, or Pastor Keith Boyette at 540-972-8808 or pastor@wildernesschurch.org.

Sound Check

   Under a new Federal Communications Commission (FCC) rule, churches can no longer use wireless microphones or similar devices that operate in the 700 MHz Band. The new regulation will take effect on June 12.  To see if this law affects your church’s wireless microphones, check the list at the FCC’s Web site at www.fcc.gov/cgb/wirelessmicrophones/manufacturers.html 

The United Methodist Church

Charlottesville District Office                                                                    

914 E. Jefferson St., Suite 104

Charlottesville, Virginia 22902               

http://CharlottesvilleDistrictUMC.org 
Email: CharlottesvilleDistrict@vaumc.org
Newsletter Editor: Leah DeLong

Rappahannock3umc@aol.com
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED
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DISTRICT CALENDAR
June 6

Annual Conference Orientation, 3:00 PM, Aldersgate UMC, 1500 E. Rio Road, 


   Charlottesville
June 13-16
Annual Conference at the Scope, Norfolk

June 28-July 2
Moving Week for Pastors and Their Families Throughout the Virginia Conference

September 12
District Conference, 3:00 PM, Aldersgate UMC, 1500 E Rio Road, Charlottesville
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