THE AMBASSADOR  
“So we are ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through us. 

We beseech you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God (2 Corinthians 5:20).”

Volume 7, Issue 5  A newsletter for the Pastors and Lay Leadership of the Charlottesville District
May 2010
Voices of Youth Choir

   Five youth/young adults from the Charlottesville District will be part of the Voices of Youth Mission Team across the Virginia Conference this summer: Samatha Shifflett (Aldersgate); Kelley and Caitlyn Lebrecht (Zion); Morgan Baker (Cunningham); and Jeremy Hopkins (Hinton Avenue).  Through your generous support of the District Conference offering, each of these team members will receive a scholarship of $110.00.  Mark your calendars now for a Voices of Youth concert somewhere on the Charlottesville District on July 14th.  
Graduates of the 2009-2010 

District Academy
   The following persons were recognized at the Spring District Conference, after completing the October and March Intentional Faith Development Academy and Bi-District Leadership Training:
Tom Barnard

Jeane Dunkum

Sharon Forbes

Bob Forrest

Gay Hall

Bill Jones

Stephen King

Judy Morris

Mary Curtis Ott

Murray (Sal) Sallinger

David Watt

Laity Banquet Tickets

   The Annual Laity Banquet at will be held Monday, June 14th, 5:00 p.m. at the Marriott Norfolk Waterside Hotel.  The guest speaker is Reverend Jim Gulley.  Jim was in Haiti at the time of the recent earthquake.  Banquet tickets are $26 per person.  Make your checks payable to “Virginia Annual Conference” and send your request to Bob Forrest 1987 Bentivar Farm Road, Charlottesville 22911; proffitva@netzero.com; 

434 974-6650.

June Newsletter Deadline: May 18

Please note that the July and August newsletters will be combined into one issue.  The deadline for July/August is June 21.

Westover Supports Heifer Project
 Westover UMC recently completed a campaign for the Heifer Project. On the first Sunday in Lent, each member received a small bank. These banks are shaped like animals and were placed on the alter rail. There was a service to begin the collection period along with a blessing of each family that received an animal bank. The banks were collected on the Sunday after Easter.  After counting the money a decision was mad as to how the funds would be designated.  The banks netted nearly $700 this year. How wonderful is that!! 

Spring Sermon Series
   Rodes United Methodist Church (286 Avon Rd Afton, VA   22920) is hosting a Spring sermon series every Wednesday evening in May.  The services will begin 7:00 PM.  A meal will be served 6:00 P.M.  If you plan to attend the meal please telephone 540-456-6484 so the servers can know approximately how many persons for whom to prepare the meal.  There is no cost to the meal.  Child care will be provided for the services. 

Wednesday, May 5, 2010

Theme:  “God Can Do What He Says He Can Do”

Speaker:  Reverend Jim Lavender, Senior Pastor, Discovery United Methodist Church, Richmond, VA

Wednesday, May 12, 2010

Theme:  “I Am Who God Says I Am”

Speaker:  Reverend Roy White, United Methodist Pastor and ventriloquist

Wednesday, May 19, 2010

Theme:  “I Can Do All Things through Christ”

Speaker:  Reverend Amanda Garber, Director of the Wesley Foundation at James Madison University

Wednesday, May 26, 2010

Theme:  “God’s Word is alive and Active in Me”

Speaker:  Reverend Edward Hopkins, United Methodist Pastor

West Louisa Stops Hunger
   Youth and adults from the West Louisa Charge (Lasley, Ebenezer and Mt. Horeb UMC) quickly dispatched the task of bagging 10,000 meals for Stop Hunger Now!  Meeting at Ebenezer UMC on March 17th, the meals – consisting of rice, soy, nutritional supplement, dried vegetables and flavoring – were filled via a well-planned assembly line.  Members from four to eighty-four joyfully worked sided by side to provide the meals for hungry people around the world.  The $2,500 needed to fund the project was raised by donation and a Valentine’s Day dinner.   Pastor Vivian Utz spearheaded the project as she envisioned the mission that can be accomplished in small rural churches.

United Methodist Women

 

   Our UMW Breakfast at Annual Conference will be at 6:45 AM, June 15 at the Crowne Plaza Hotel in Norfolk.  The cost is $14 per person.  Make checks payable to the Norfolk District UMW.  Please contact Daphne to purchase tickets at daphne_5678@yahoo.com or 434-973-3901
   The VA Conference UMC will welcome two women from Mozambique during the first week in May.  The Charlottesville, Harrisonburg, and Staunton Districts will host them on May 5th at 7 PM at Main St. UMC in Waynesboro.  Our special guests will offer a program and refreshments will follow.  Any questions… please email or call Daphne Sandridge, UMW president at daphne_5678@yahoo.com or 973-3901. 

 

Mark your 2010 Calendars:

· UMW Spiritual Life Retreat May 14-15 at VUMAC
·  UMW Day at Ferrum College June 5

· School of Christian Missions July 22-25 and July 26-29 at VUMAC

· Young Women's Event Sept. 24-25 at VUMAC

· Charlottesville District UMW Annual Meeting October 2, 2010

· 38th Annual Meeting of  Va. Conference UMW  Oct. 23-24 at VUMAC

· Charlottesville District UMW Advent Prayer Breakfast   December 4, 2010
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    Contact Dave Bean, 540.718.2752 or Jerry Lawson, 540.937.4990 for a Chartering Package or schedule a speaking team to come to your Church.
Book Review

   Adam Hamilton’s “24 Hours That Changed the World” is a superb read and an excellent resource for Bible study.  We Christians, often wish to skip over the agony, humiliation, suffering, rejection and painful death that Jesus suffered - preferring instead to go from wonderful birth to glorious resurrection.  Hamilton invites us into these painful hours and offers readers a chance to face what we so often want to avoid, so that we might see the full cost of grace.  

   Hamilton addresses two topics that many shy away from.  First, he weaves together the Hebrew Scriptures with New Testament images, helping readers piece together ancient rituals, laws and customs.  Many of my students commented on how much they appreciated learning about Passover, and the physical aspects of crucifixion.  Second, writing with clarity and simple language, Hamilton introduces four atonement theologies, their emphasis, and their grace filled actions.  My students struggled to hold on to the concepts, but appreciated the challenge to more fully understand Christ’s sacrificial gift.

   One last note, don’t bother purchasing the video and study guide – they are not worth the expense.  Any travel video of the Holy Land will provide better pictures and historical site explanations.  Even the most inexperienced teachers will come up with better questions than those found in the leader’s guide.  However, “24 Hours That Changed the World” is a book to revisit often and relish to its fullest each Lenten season.  One student, who is in her seventies and a life long Christian said, “This is the best Bible Study I have ever attended.  I loved this book, even though it was difficult.  My faith has grown more this Lenten season that it has in years.”  I agree - Hamilton does not disappoint!

Reviewed by Rev. Debbie Powell, Nelson UMC

Wesleyan Stewardship DVD
   An exciting DVD entitled "Living for Giving: A Wesleyan View of Stewardship" is available from the Virginia Conference Foundation to assist local churches in stewardship education and training.  This is a five- part series written and narrated by Bishop Kenneth Carder consisting of five brief presentations by Bishop Carder followed by a discussion designed for small groups as well as local church leaders in stewardship and finance. The series was developed by the Western North Carolina Conference and has been highly praised by lay persons and clergy in that Conference.  The DVD may be ordered from the Foundation. Workbooks are available free of charge on the Conference website under Resources/Stewardship Opportunities. 

   Information is available by calling the Foundation at 800-768-6040, ext. 122 or email Foundation@vaumc.org 
District Youth News
· Charlottesville District Youth Rally, August 29, 2010, Trinity Orange UMC
· Looking for mission trips for this summer?  Check out Summer Project Youth www.vaumc.org/youth.

Voices of Youth Fundraiser
   Caitlyn and Kelley Lebrecht, members of the Zion United Methodist Church Youth Group, recently have been accepted as members of the Voices Of Youth, a youth singing and mission team sponsored by the United Methodist Church in Virginia.  They are honored to be among the 35 youth selected for participation from the conference.  There are two fund raisers planned to support their mission.
BBQ Bash – May 8, 6-8 PM at Central Elementary School Cafeteria, (3340 Central Plains Rd) Palmyra VA.  Tickets - $8.00.. If you plan to attend please respond by May 1.
Voices of Youth Buffet – June 6, 6 – 8 PM at the Ashlawn Grille at the  Clubhouse at Lake Monticello (41 Ashlawn Blvd.) Palmyra, VA.  Tickets - $15.00.  If you plan to attend please respond by May 30.
For Ticket Information, please contact Lisa Whitesell at 434-960-2515 (cell) 434- 591-0250 (home) 

Make Giving Easy
For Your Congregation

   More and more churches are choosing to offer E-Tithes as an option for church members who want their giving to be established and consistent. 

   The E-Tithe program at Virginia United Methodist Credit Union is for churches of all sizes, so it doesn’t matter if you have one member interested or one hundred. We can draft the church member's tithe directly from their bank account at any financial institution and transfer the funds automatically to your VUMCU church account. We email your financial secretary a list of the donor names and amounts. It's less money to count on Sundays and adds security and safety to your church office. Contact Adrienne Cummings for additional information at acummings@vumcu.org or 866-657-0004.

Membership at VUMCU is open to all churches, clergy, individual church members, organizations and agencies of the Virginia Conference. Deposits at VUMCU are federally insured by the NCUA.

UMCOR Releases Final Funds For Katrina And Rita Relief

   After nearly five years of relief and recovery work in Gulf Coast states affected by Hurricanes Katrina and Rita, the UMCOR has released its final disbursement of funds for the recovery effort. “Our work in Louisiana and Mississippi, like our work in Haiti, is based on our methodology of being there for the long haul,” said the Rev. Tom Hazelwood, UMCOR executive.

   Since the summer of 2005, UMCOR has been working with annual conferences and grassroots organizations in Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama, Texas and Florida. UMCOR also has supported survivors who fled to other states. More than 1.3 million people left hurricane-soaked hometowns where some 300,000 homes had been wiped out, scattering to all 50 states.

   UMs and people of goodwill across the country donated more than $64.5 million to UMCOR’s recovery effort on the Gulf Coast. Funds went to cleanup, reconstruction, family-by-family problem solving and direct assistance to support the survivors.

   The remaining funds will continue to support recovery work in Louisiana and Mississippi.   In Texas, where Hurricane Rita was strongest, UMCOR helped the conference repair or rebuild 721 homes. More than 8,300 volunteers carried out this work.  
   UMCOR became a conduit for overseas donations when it was tapped by the Federal Emergency Management Agency to administer another $66 million in contributions from foreign governments in a project called Katrina Aid Today.  The project’s objective was to prepare and support the management of individual cases of hurricane survivors. Over 24 months, Katrina Aid Today followed 72,770 cases, representing 193,568 individual survivors who were either living in their homes or relocated.

   Although the final disbursement of funds has been made to the Gulf Coast, UMCOR’s work is not done. “We’ll continue to be involved for up to two more years,” Hazelwood said. “It’s an opportune moment,” he added, “when we’re in the beginning stages of relief and recovery in Haiti, to mark this final disbursement of funds for our Katrina/Rita effort five years after the hurricanes. It really reflects how UMCOR’s ministry unfolds among the people over a period of years.” —Linda Unger, UMCOR  (This article is from “Newscope.”)
Pentecost is May 23
Peace With Justice Sunday is May 30

                       

The United Methodist Church

Charlottesville District Office                                                                    

914 E. Jefferson St., Suite 104

Charlottesville, Virginia 22902               

http://CharlottesvilleDistrictUMC.org 
Email: CharlottesvilleDistrict@vaumc.org
Newsletter Editor: Leah DeLong

Rappahannock3umc@aol.com
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DISTRICT CALENDAR
May 18

Newsletter deadline for June issue of the Ambassador

May 23

Announcement Sunday  
June 6

Annual Conference Orientation, 3:00 PM, Aldersgate UMC, 1500 E. Rio Road, Charlottesville

June 13-16
Annual Conference at the Scope, Norfolk

June 28-July 2
Moving Week for Pastors and Their Families Throughout the Virginia Conference
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