THE AMBASSADOR  
“So we are ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through us. 

We beseech you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God (2 Corinthians 5:20).”
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Reaching Beyond the Pews

   What plan has your church made to tell the story of our Christian faith during this Palm/Passion Sunday, Holy Week, and Easter season?  

   Do you know how difficult it is to find out where/when to worship, if you are not active in a particular church?  As district superintendent, I have been surprised by the amount of intentional effort required to “find out” the times of worship services, including Ash Wednesday, Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, and Easter Sunrise.  
    As disciples of Jesus Christ, we know the importance of worship.  Through the years, our lives have been shaped, challenged, and comforted by hearing the Word intersect with our lives.  Easter and Christmas are two celebrations in the Christian year when persons who have not been regular in worship are likely to seek an opportunity to connect with a church.  It is not unusual for a sincere invitation and a gracious welcome to encourage exploration and engagement with a faith community.  
  The journey of our Lord is the story of salvation, not for ourselves alone but for the world: from the wilderness of Lent into the city of Jerusalem; from king and high priest to  Golgotha; from the tomb to encounters with disciples. Let us prayerfully consider the person(s) God is wanting you and your congregation to reach with the Good News of Jesus Christ.  Remember to invite him/her/them.
   Some practical, first steps, you can help your church to take are:

· Clearly post the time(s) of your services on your church sign(s)

· Have a greeter posted outside the entry way to your church or in the parking lot

· Be sure the entrance to your church is clearly visible and welcoming

· Keep your church website updated

· Use the district website to share worship times and church events (Contact Vivian Utz at pastorviv@peoplepc.com) 

· Keep your phone message up-to-date

· Know the sources of info in your community and advertise there—many are free
· Share news from your church with local media—how you are impacting your community

In Christ,
Brenda
District Academy Continues
March 6th
An invitation is extended to you and your congregation to develop intentional faith development resources.  We will be joining Dan Glover and Claudia Lavy at Hinton Avenue UMC (750 Hinton Avenue, Charlottesville  434 296-3397) on March 6th to identify the questions people ask when they walk into a church and what keeps them coming.  There is no cost for these workshops.  Registration begins at 8:30.  The workshop is from 9:00 AM until 4:00 PM.  Childcare and lunch are provided.  Please contact the District Office to make your reservation (CharlottesvilleDistrict@vaumc.org; 434 977-4254).
Missionaries Visit Charlottesville

   Wesley Memorial in Charlottesville will be hosting Gordon and Teca Greathouse, two UM missionaries in Brazil who have been working in that country's urban slums for the past 30 years. The Greathouses will participate in the March 28, 11 AM worship service and be honored during the fellowship hour afterwards.  More can be learned of the initiative by going to the conference web page and clicking on "missions".

Mission Opportunity
   Be a part of the mission team that is preparing to go to the MERCI Center in Goldsboro, NC March 9, 10, 11.  The primary focus of this mission trip is to sort and pack supplies to be shipped to Haiti.  

   Housing is available in mobile homes on campus at a rate of $20 a night per person.  Each mobile home is equipped with bedrooms with bunk beds, two bathrooms, a well supplied kitchen, dining and lounging area, washer and dryer.
   The team may decide to eat out or prepare meals.  Call or email Joan Wasserott at 434-589-3669 or joanwasserott@comcast.net 
Book Review
   I’ve been reading a book Fred and Betty James let me borrow called Tuesdays with Morrie by Mitch Albom. It’s not a “Christian” book, per se, but it sure contains a lot of insights for one to think about pertaining to the important matters of life.  Morrie actually grew up Jewish.  He became a college professor of sociology after a really rough upbringing in the Bronx.  He had every reason to be mad, bitter, and withdrawn from life.  He chose to be just the opposite. 

   Morrie developed Lou Gehrig’s disease which shuts the body down from your feet to eventually your legs, arms, all the way to your throat.  It is a slow death.  Sometimes it is hard to be around folks who are dying.  It’s not always pleasant, nor is it a “feel good” time.  But being there by their side to listen, love, touch, read a Scripture or pray a prayer does truly make a difference.  And the time is precious.  Holy, to be honest with you, if there is an openness to faith, hope, and love. 

   Morrie’s friends (students) came from all over the country to see him, to listen to him share thoughts about life, family, friends, money, love, and death to name a few.  In one section called “We Talk About the Fear of Aging”, Morrie says to Mitch, “I embrace aging.”         “Embrace it?” Mitch questions back.  “It’s very simple. As you grow, you learn more.  If you stayed at twenty-two, you’d always be as ignorant as you were at twenty-two.  Aging is not just decay, you know.  It’s growth.  It’s more than the negative that you’re going to die, it’s also the positive that you understand you’re going to die, and that you live a better life because of it.  Mitch, it is impossible for the old not to envy the young.  But the issue is to accept who you are and revel in that.  This is your time (Mitch) to be in your thirties.  I had my time to be in my thirties, and now is my time to be 78.”  Morrie continued, “The truth is, part of me is every age, 3 5, 37, 50.  I’ve been through all of these, and I know what it’s like.  I delight in being a child when it’s appropriate to be a child.  I delight in being a wise old man when it’s appropriate to be a wise old man.  Think of all I can be!  I am every age, up to my own.  Do you understand?  How can I be envious of where you are when I’ve been there myself?”

   Folks, Paul said in II Corinthians 4:16, “We do not lose heart.  Though outwardly we are wasting away, yet inwardly we are being renewed day by day.  For our light and momentary troubles are achieving for us an eternal glory that far outweighs them all.” 

   I hope as I push past 50 and onward, I can have such an attitude as Morrie.  I see many people who do, including the ones who let me borrow this book.  And still now, to be like Mitch, to sit and listen, and learn and grow in my late 40’s. 

   I hope we each can find joy, contentment, and meaning each day as we near that day we walk into that eternal glory. God bless and be with you all! 

Reprinted with permission of Rev. Randy Orndorff
Senior Pastor, Culpeper UMC

United Methodist Women

 

   The Charlottesville District UMW Lenten Prayer Breakfast will be Saturday March 6, 2010 at Macedonia UMC.  Breakfast at 9:30 am followed by worship with guest speaker Angelo Maker, one of the "Lost Boys of Sudan".   Collecting paper products (paper towels, toilet paper, etc.) continues to be one of our mission outreach projects.  Please bring paper supplies to the event.  Any questions please email or call Daphne Sandridge, UMW president at daphne_5678@yahoo.com or 973-3901. 

 

Mark your 2010 Calendars:

· UMW Spiritual Life Retreat May 14-15 at VUMAC, Blackstone
· UMW Day at Ferrum College June 5

· UMW Breakfast at VA Annual Conference June 15

· School of Christian Missions July 22-25 and July 26-29 at VUMAC

· Young Women's Event Sept. 24-25 at VUMAC

· Charlottesville District UMW Annual Meeting October 2, 2010

· 38th Annual Meeting of  Va. Conference UMW  Oct. 23-24 at VUMAC

· Charlottesville District UMW Advent Prayer Breakfast   December 4, 2010

PAUMCS Spring Retreat
The Annual Spring Retreat and business meeting will be held at the beautiful Shrine Mont Retreat Center in Orkney Springs, Virginia, beginning on Sunday, May 23rd at 4 pm with registration and concluding around 3 pm on Monday the 24th.  The Rev. Rhonda VanDyke Colby will be our speaker and will teach on Living Abundantly in Times of Scarcity.  The cost of the event is $85 for members and $95 for non-members ~~ and this year’s cost does include dinner on Sunday evening at 5:30 p.m.  During our time together there will be a “hands on mission.”  We will put together health kits for Haiti from items to be provided by the Executive Committee.  Participants are urged to help with the expense with a suggested donation of $10 to be received in a special offering.
   This retreat center is located about an hour north of Harrisonburg in the beautiful mountains of Virginia.  Come, relax and learn how to live fruitfully in the face of today’s economy, as well as enjoy the company of friends and colleagues!!  Please bring drinks and/or a snack (that doesn’t need refrigeration preferably) to share throughout the retreat and bring your own drinking cup or glass to help us be good stewards of God’s earth!!  

   If you do not receive a brochure, please call the district office and one will be sent to you.    Hope to see you there!!!
Letter from Haiti 
Jan. 28, 2010

   On behalf of the Methodist Church in Haiti and the Haitian people, we thank you. Thank you all for your outpouring of love, support and Christian brotherhood in our great hour of need. Haiti has suffered a great tragedy, and to rebuild, recover and strengthen, it will take us all.

   You have kept us in your prayers and we are grateful. You have sent donations through the United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR). We thank you for your generosity. You have expressed your selfless interest in volunteering your time to come to Haiti to help with the recovery effort and we look forward to welcoming you.

In the coming days and weeks, the Methodist Church in Haiti will complete an assessment of the damage and communities impacted by the earthquake, and will prioritize areas for relief and rehabilitation in partnership with UMCOR. Teams of United Methodist Volunteers in Mission will be integral in the long-term recovery of the church and communities in Haiti, and opportunities will soon be available to come and help in meaningful ways.

   In the short-term, the immediate needs of providing emergency aid of food, water, shelter and medical care are being addressed by UMCOR and a host of national and international relief organizations and technical specialists. Soon, the work of clearing debris in preparation for rebuilding will be done by teams of locals in cash-for-work programs led by these same aid groups and local community groups, including the Methodist Church in Haiti. The participation of international volunteers is welcome after this initial emergency phase is complete, at which time the Methodist Church in Haiti will work closely with UMCOR and UMVIM to identify rehabilitation projects which match the needs prioritized in the country.

   With great appreciation for the outpouring of support and offers to come in person to help volunteer in Haiti as quickly as possible, the Methodist Church in Haiti, in partnership with UMCOR, requests that volunteer teams consider delaying their arrival into Haiti in light of the following:

 The Methodist Church in Haiti and UMCOR are still undertaking assessments and evaluations in the 6 circuits most impacted by the earthquake, to determine the extent of the damage in church communities and beyond. Suitable projects and assignments for volunteer teams wishing to contribute to the recovery effort will not be identified until this process is complete.

 The Methodist Guest House is currently being assessed for structural integrity, and will undergo some rehabilitation and reconstruction of the security wall before being brought to full capacity and security to host teams of volunteers.

 Commercial flights into Haiti are currently suspended and all travel into Haiti must be done via the neighboring Dominican Republic. Once in Haiti, transportation and logistics are further complicated due to the influx of international aid groups and the reality of debris and closed roads.

 The emergency relief and debris removal phase may last at least another one or two months, depending on the severity of the impact to the communities. Volunteers wishing to work on the programs identified as priority by the Methodist Church in Haiti and UMCOR can begin to schedule trips for late March and April, once this initial emergency response and recovery phase is completed.

 Volunteer teams with pre-existing travel plans to Haiti are urged to reconsider the timing and nature of their trip, in order to allow for re-assessment and prioritization of earthquake recovery programs.

   Please continue to communicate with us your interest in volunteering for the recovery effort, and we will connect you with recovery projects and rehabilitation programs as soon as possible.

   We thank you again for standing by us in this time of great need, and look forward to working in Christian partnership to build a better Haiti.

Blessings,

Rev. Gesner Paul

President, Eglise Méthodiste d’Haiti

Haiti Recovery Continues
   There are 12 Advance projects in Haiti. As recovery efforts continue, support of Haitian mission projects through The Advance will be crucial. With eight of the 12 projects directly related to health care, housing, and hunger alleviation, support of these efforts will be a substantial part of rebuilding Haiti. 

Continued prayers are needed for the people of Haiti and those who minister to them. Financial support is also vital, especially in light of the challenges of getting material goods into that country. Later, after the situation is stable, volunteers will be needed to rebuild Haiti. 

For more information about any of these projects go to: http://new.gbgm-umc.org/advance/projects/search/
Advance Projects Related to Haiti
· Haiti Emergency Advance #418325 

· Community Health Workers Program and Goat Project Advance #418705 

· Family Health Ministries Women's and Children's Health Programs Advance #3021059 

· Grace Children's Hospital and Pediatric Clinic Advance # 418520 

· Haiti Children Project Advance #3020507  

· Haiti Global Mission Partners Advance #00483L 

· Haiti Undesignated Advance #00483A 

· Haitian Artisans for Peace International Advance #3020490   

· Haitian Creole Pig Project Advance #418002 

· Hot Lunch Program Advance #418790 

· Integrated Community Health Advance #418847   

· Solar Oven Project Advance #418812 

Ten Facts About Claiming Donations Made to Haiti  

   If you are donating to charities providing earthquake relief in Haiti, you may be able to claim those donations on your 2009 tax return. Here are 10 important facts the Internal Revenue Service wants you to know about this special provision. 

1. A new law allows you to claim donations for Haitian relief on your 2009 tax return, which you will be filing this year. 

2. The contributions must be made specifically for the relief of victims in areas affected by the Jan. 12 earthquake in Haiti. 

3. To be eligible for a deduction on the 2009 tax return, donations must be made after Jan. 11, 2010 and before March 1, 2010. 

4. In order to be deductible, contributions must be made to qualified charities and can not be designated for the benefit of specific individuals or families. 

5. The new law applies only to cash contributions. 

6. Cash contributions made by text message, check, credit card or debit card may be claimed on your federal tax return. 

7. You must itemize your deductions in order to claim these donations on your tax return. 

8. You have the option of deducting these contributions on either your 2009 or 2010 tax return, but not both. 

9. Contributions made to foreign organizations generally are not deductible. You can find out more about organizations helping Haitian earthquake victims from agencies such as the U.S. Agency for International Development ( www.usaid.gov). 

10. Federal law requires that you keep a record of any deductible donations you make. For donations by text message, a telephone bill will meet the record-keeping requirement if it shows the name of the organization receiving your donation, the date of the contribution, and the amount given. For cash contributions made by other means, be sure to keep a bank record, such as a cancelled check or a receipt from the charity. Receipts should show the name of the charity, the date and amount of the contribution. 

For more information see IRS Publication 526, Charitable Contributions and Publication 3833 , Disaster Relief: Providing Assistance through Charitable Organizations. To determine if an organization is a qualified charity visit IRS.gov, keyword "Search for Charities". Note that some organizations, such as churches or governments, may be qualified even though they are not listed on IRS.gov. 
District Youth News
 Upcoming Events:
· Youth Ministry Seminar, March 6, 9:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m., Western Presbyterian Church, Washington, D. C., Rate: $40/youth; $65/adults, lunch and snacks included.  Details and registration at www.ptsem.edu/iym
· Middle School Confirmation Retreats, Westview on the James, March 12-14; April 23-25; For cost and registration information go to westviewonthejames.org 
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   On April 17th the Charlottesville District United Methodist Men will be having their annual business meeting at Scottsville United Methodist Church, 158 Main Street, Scottsville, VA 24590.  Registration followed by a light breakfast will begin at 9:00 a.m. Our guest speaker this year will be the Reverend Al Horton from First Church in Charlottesville who will give a dramatic presentation based on men from scripture. District Superintendent Dr. Brenda Biler will attend to install officers for 2010 and offer Communion. Lunch will be provided by the Scottsville United Methodist Men for a small donation of ten dollars. If you belong to a United Methodist Men’s group or are considering starting one in your church this is your best annual opportunity to meet other like minded men of your district and network. Won’t you come spend the day in fellowship with spirit filled men interested in being shining points of light for Christ?   

For information call Dave Bean at (540) 718-2752 or Todd Hoar at (434) 286-2827.  Please send your RSVPs by April 5, 2010 to Dave Watt at 540 547-4792 or DavidFWatt@hotmail.com so we can get a count for lunch.

Volunteer Opportunity
  JABA seeks volunteers to become Ombudsmen who work to improve the quality of life for those in long-term care facilities and provide support to their families.   If you interested in becoming a volunteer or would like to learn more about this unique program, contact Beth (bhochstetler@jabacares.org) at 434-817-5271 or come to an Open House at 674 Hillsdale Drive on March 11, 2010 from 10:00 - 11:00 AM.

Newsletter Deadline: March 18
Wesley Foundation Open House
  Come celebrate with us at Wesley Foundation Day on Sunday, March 21!  We are inviting the whole district to come visit Wesley from 4-6pm that day.  This is an open event so please bring other folks from your church and family.  We want to meet new friends and introduce them to United Methodist campus ministry at Wesley, while greeting familiar faces and sharing in a celebration of the ministry. 
   During this open house (4-5pm) we invite you to wander through the building, ask questions, and meet some of the wonderful people in ministry here. Board members and student leaders will give tours of the building as they share with you about the ministry of the Wesley Foundation -- everything from our Spring Break Mission Trip, to our Valentine's Cookie Bake, to our regular Thursday night dinner and forum, to weekly Sunday night worship. 

   For those who hear the call to become more involved, we’ll have easy ways for you to do just that.  There will be more information and opportunities to connect through providing Thursday night dinners, helping with special events like the annual Jim McDonald Lecture series, stewardship of our properties, and more.
   We'll end the celebration together with worship (5-6pm), a high point of each week at Wesley.  This is an informal service (jeans and casual clothes are fine) with singing, scripture and sermon, Communion, and lots of student leadership.

   This is a great opportunity to learn more, ask questions, and share in the excitement of campus ministry.  Whether you and your congregation are already involved at Wesley or hoping to become more involved, we hope you will accept our invitation and come on out on March 21 from 4-6pm.
   For more information please contact our campus minister, The Rev. Deborah Lewis at 434-977-6500 or deborah@wesleyatuva.org.

   During the event on March 21, parking is available on the streets in the neighborhood (unrestricted on Sundays) and in the UVA parking garage across Emmet Street (for a fee). Full directions at the “contact us” tab on our website:  www.wesleyatuva.org
One Great Hour Of Sharing
Sunday, March 14, is designated as One Great Hour of Sharing in United Methodist churches. Gifts to One Great Hour of Sharing support United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) and provide the foundation of all of UMCOR’s work by covering the operating expenses of those who bring healing and help in our name.
     When the first tremors of the earthquake in Haiti rocked that island nation, UMCOR staff were already in country, strategizing how United Methodists could help improve the lives of the people there. The One Great Hour of Sharing offering makes it possible, when we respond to an emergency like Haiti, to know that 100% of our gifts go directly to where the suffering is happening. Every year, but this year more than ever, it is critical that every United Methodist church gives the people of its congregation the opportunity to join with the faithful across the church to support One Great Hour of Sharing. Call (888) 346-3862 today to order envelopes and other resources so your congregation can participate in this churchwide offering. They will be sent at no cost to your church!
Change the World April 24-25

   What if … on one weekend all around the world, 11 million United Methodists came together to work with their local communities? What If … as we serve people locally, we unite globally to eliminate a preventable, treatable disease that kills one child every 30 seconds? On April 24 and 25, your congregation is invited to participate in “Change the World,” an event that will reveal the many ways faithful Christians everywhere are serving God. To get started:

1. Consider how your congregation currently impacts its community. Do you have a food pantry, a clothing closet, an English as a Second Language (ESL) program, a tutoring program, etc.?
2. Schedule an activity for an existing or new outreach ministry on either April 24 or 25.
3. Invite both your congregation and local community to be involved.
4. Use the Rethink Church World Malaria Day (April 25) Sermon Starter coming soon to www.rethinkchurch.org/changetheworld.
5. Collect a special offering to combat malaria.
Go to www.rethinkchurch.org/changetheworld for more information, or send an e-mail to changetheworld@umcom.org.
Address Change Reminder
Conference mailing address changes:
The Virginia United Methodist Center has a new PO Box due to the upcoming closing of a local post office.

The new PO Box address is:
PO Box 5606
Glen Allen, VA 23058

Please note that the zip code also changed.

 Remittances for the treasurer should be mailed to
PO Box 5605
Glen Allen, VA 23058

 

The PO Box 5606 and PO Box 5605 should be used starting immediately. Mail will be picked up at the former PO Box until January 31, 2010.
The United Methodist Church

Charlottesville District Office                                                                    

914 E. Jefferson St., Suite 104

Charlottesville, Virginia 22902               

http://CharlottesvilleDistrictUMC.org 
Email: CharlottesvilleDistrict@vaumc.org
Newsletter Editor: Leah DeLong

Rappahannock3umc@aol.com
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED
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DISTRICT CALENDAR
March 6
District Academy, 9:00 AM, Hinton Avenue UMC, 750 Hinton Avenue, Charlottesville 22902
March 6
District UMW Lenten Prayer Breakfast, 9:30 AM, Macedonia UMC, 17 Byrd Mill Rd, Louisa

March 18
Deadline for April Ambassador
March 21
Wesley Foundation  at UVA Open House, 4:00 PM, 1908 Lewis Mountain Road, Charlottesville

March 23
District Clergy Meeting, 9:30 AM, Stanardsville UMC, 25 Court Street, Stanardsville 22973
April 17

District UMM Annual Meeting, 9:00 AM, Scottsville UMC, 158 E. Main Street, Scottsville  
April 25

District Conference, 3:00 PM, Aldersgate UMC, 1500 E. Rio Rd, Charlottesville 22901

June 6

Annual Conference Orientation, 3:00 PM, Aldersgate UMC, 1500 E. Rio Road, Charlottesville
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