THE AMBASSADOR  
“So we are ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through us. 

We beseech you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God (2 Corinthians 5:20).”

Volume 7, Issue 4  A newsletter for the Pastors and Lay Leadership of the Charlottesville District
April 2010
Spring District Conference

April 25th
   Once again it’s time for the Charlottesville District Conference: Spring 2010.  It takes place at Aldersgate UMC in Charlottesville at 3:00 PM.  EVERYONE is invited to attend the conference!  The Charlottesville District is wrapping up a year of focus on intentional faith development.  Lay and clergy completing the October and March workshops led by Don Glover and Claudia Lavy will receive special recognition.  Notebooks of “best practices” from the churches on the district will be given to each pastor and lay leader.  The afternoon will include worship leadership from the Wesley Foundation at UVA.  We will hear faith stories from students and one of our clergy, Laura Anderson, Director of Piedmont House, a transitional program for those released from prison.  The one item of business requiring a vote will be the election of a Board of Directors for the Paran Preschool, a mission of the Charlottesville District.  (See “District Conference Information” to learn who is a “voting” member.) 
   Churches are encouraged to bring health kits to the District Conference.  (Kits will also be collected at Annual Conference in June.)  An offering will be received and divided among the four youth and young adults representing the district in the 2010 Voices of Youth Mission Choir.

   Come, be part of the witness for Jesus Christ and the Church.



          With joy and thanksgiving,




           Brenda
Voices of Youth—Virginia UMC
Awakening the UMC to Mission
   Morgan Baker (Cunningham UMC), Kelley Lebrecht (Zion UMC), Caitlyn Lebrecht (Zion UMC), and Jeremy Hopkins (Hinton Avenue UMC) have been selected as members of the 2010 Voices of Youth (VOY) mission choir.  The 2010 VOY Choir will be traveling throughout the Virginia Conference this summer, engaged in hands-on mission experiences and sharing their gift of music and testimony with thousands of persons.  While the choir schedule as not, yet, been released, it is anticipated that a concert will be given on the Charlottesville District—stay tuned!  Please keep the choir and their ministry in your prayers.
Mission Opportunity
   Be a part of the mission team that is preparing to go to the MERCI Center in Goldsboro, NC April 13, 14 & 15.  The primary focus of this mission trip is to sort and pack supplies to be shipped to Haiti.  

   Housing is available in mobile homes on campus at a rate of $20 a night per person.  Each mobile home is equipped with bedrooms with bunk beds (we will only use the bottom bunks), two bathrooms with showers, a well supplied kitchen, dining and lounging area, washer and dryer.

   The team may decide to eat out or prepare meals.  Call or email Joan Wasserott at 434-589-3669 or joanwasserott@comcast.net 

District Conference Information
The following persons are voting members of the District Conference:
· Ordained clergy, licensed local pastors, diaconal ministers, deaconesses related to the Charlottesville District;

· Lay leader, chairperson of the church council or its equivalent body, church school superintendent; president of UMM; president of UMW from each local church;

· Lay member of the annual conference from each charge;

· Three members at-large, one of whom must be a youth elected by each charge conference;

· Chairperson of District Council on Ministries or its equivalent body, district stewards, district trustees, district treasurer, district lay leader and associate lay leaders, president of district UMM, president of district UMW, president of district UMY, president of the district United Methodist Young Adults, the district coordinators of children, youth, young adult, and family ministries, other district coordinators and directors, five youth members selected by the district youth council and five young adult members elected by the District Council on Ministries (or equivalent body).   

Older Adult Recognition Sunday
   Sunday, May 2, is designated Older Adult Recognitino Sunday.  Materials have now been posted on the Conference website for 2010 Older Adult Recognition Sunday.
   This year’s theme, “Seasoned Adults Flavor the Young: Intergenerational Ministries,” follows the 2009 theme of “Seasoned Adults Spice Up the Church.”  Lectionary readings for Older Adult Recognition Sunday include Psalm 148 and John 13:31-35.  Since a portion of Psalm 148 reads “…young men and women alike, old and young together…,” the theme of intergenerational ministries was chosen.

   Go to www.vaumc.org, select “ministries,” then “Age-Related ministries,” “Older Adults,” and “Older Adults Recognition Sunday” for more information.
Book Review
   Diana Butler Bass’s book, A People’s History of Christianity: The Other Side of the Story, Copyright 2009, was more than refreshing.  It was an exciting and redemptive read, especially for someone who is not a lover of history.  And, because I read everything with the eye of sharing it with groups in the local church, this book more than passed the test.  

    In A People’s History…, the author tells a history that reveals a deep social ethic and an inclusivity that is far-reaching, one very different from the unexciting history of orthodox doctrine imposed through hierarchy that I studied in seminary.  She argues persuasively that “corrective – even subversive – beliefs and practices have always been hallmarks of Christianity.”  These beliefs and practices are necessary to nourish communities of faith.  

   Reading Bass’s book brought forth visions of how the church today could be informed and ignited by such movements and spiritual disciplines that have always been part of the Christian faith.  Bass’s history also authenticated certain vital and emerging Christian movements as being thoroughly Christian and faithful to the mission and message of Jesus.  I was caught up in the radical nature of our faith and how thoroughly exciting and relevant loving God and loving neighbor is to our present-day living as individuals, but most of all, as faith communities.  

    Bass earned her PH. D. in church history from Duke University, has taught at the University of California at Santa Barbara and Virginia Theological Seminary, and is currently senior fellow at the Cathedral College of the Washington National Cathedral.  She is a popular speaker at retreats across the country and lives in Alexandria, Virginia.  

Reviewed by Rosemary Welch, member, Charlottesville District Board of Ordained Ministry; pastor, Hinton Avenue UMC.

Reaching out in Love and Generosity to our Neighbors in Honduras

   In August 2009, several churches in Fluvanna County, Charlottesville District, joined together in a project of love and generosity to collect clothing and shoes for the people of Honduras.  This collection was taken and delivered by The Rev. Glen Evans of Calvary UMC, Arlington, who oversees the “Art For Humanity... helping the poor to help themselves” project in Honduras.  Pastor Evans says that “one of the biggest needs of the poor in Honduras is for good used shoes and clothes”.  Honduras is the second poorest county in the Western Hemisphere.

   Cunningham UMC, of the Charlottesville District, coordinated this effort last August.  We were recently contacted by Pastor Evans who has asked us to hold a Spring clothing drive, in particular for the children of this country.  Once again, Cunningham is inviting the churches of the Charlottesville District to join us in reaching out to help the needy of Honduras.

   Our clothing drive is being held late April into early May.  Needed are gently used or new clothes and shoes.  In particular, we are collecting all sizes of children’s clothes and shoes as well as small, medium and large sizes only for adults.  Adult shoes can be no larger than size 11 for men and size 10 for women.  Clothes for both warm and cold seasons are needed.  The latter are needed for families who live in the higher elevations of Honduras.

   Salem UMC will be our collection site.  Clothes may be dropped off at Salem UMC, 8480 Salem Church Rd. (off Rt. 616) Wildwood area of Palmyra (Fluvanna County).  Dates for drop off are Thursday evening, April 29, 2010 from 4:30 to 7:00 PM, May 1, 10 AM – 12 noon  and Sunday, May 2, 1:00 – 3:00 PM.  Rev. Evans will pick up the donated items during the week of May 3.  For more information, if your church wants to participate but is not near Salem UMC or would want a flyer to post at your church or to include in a newsletter, please contact Charleene Frazier, Cunningham UMC at crfscirn@embarqmail.com or 434-589-8432 before April 20.

And….If there are folks on the district who would like to do a teaching mission trip (in English), we would welcome them.  Contact www.artforhumanity.org
Summer Fun

   Enjoy special discounts at Kings dominion during United Methodist Family Days!  Discounts are valid Saturdays May 1, 8, 15, 22, Memorial Day Weekend May 29, 30, 31and April 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11.  Tickets are only $27.50 for ages 3 to 61 and 48” tall or taller. Juniors and Seniors tickets are $24.50 (under 48” or age 62 and above).  Children ages 2 and under admitted FREE!
Faith and Care Worship Service to begin at Wesley Memorial UMC

   Do you have older members who no longer attend on Sunday mornings?

   Are there faithful folks in your congregations who have difficulty following and partaking of the traditional order of worship?

   Over the past year, the Caregiver’s Group at Wesley Memorial has been considering the faith life of such special members. Through our weekly meeting, we’ve come to appreciate that many of the loved ones we support have unique spiritual and physical needs that can’t always be met in traditional worship services.

    Age-related struggles with unreliable memory, mobility, hearing, or vision, plus the loss of confidence, energy and attention that often goes along, can cause once-faithful church members to miss worship services altogether or miss the message when they do attend.  Wesley Caregivers are designing a monthly mid-afternoon Sunday worship service designed specifically to meet these needs.  The services will be more intimate and simple, with traditional, comforting visuals, liturgies and rituals that encourage each to celebrate the elements of Word and Table on their own level.  With a companion, family member or church friend present, both care receiver and care giver can enjoy spiritual support and nurture equally.

   Please let us know of members in your congregations, Senior care facilities, and the community who may benefit from such a worship experience.  We plan to meet monthly on a Sunday afternoon in Wesley Memorial’s Aldersgate Room, which is handicapped accessible and convenient for special needs.  Watch for our opening announcement, and help us build this important ministry.

First UMC Shares Blessing with Community
   When First UMC of Charlottesville received a large gift from a parishioner’s estate, this faith community decided to give ten percent of the gift to the local community – a $88,200 gift!  The funds were distributed via grants to local agencies and projects that reflect the core values of the church.  The twelve recipients were honored at a church fellowship supper early in March.
   The recipients are: Meals on Wheels; Shelter for Help in Emergency; the Salvation Army; Young Life of Charlottesville; Monticello Area Community Action Agency; Thomas Jefferson Coalition for the Homeless; Albemarle-Charlottesville Regional Jail; Culpeper United Methodist Church; Special Friends of Virginia; Friends of the Southern Albemarle Intergenerational Community Center; Children, Youth and Family Services; and the Loaves and Fishes Food Pantry.
It Works For Us at Neslon UMC

   Looking for a way to save money on office and Sunday school supplies???  Staples has a great program which allows churches to recycle ink jet or laser toner cartridges up to 20 a month.  Each cartridge brings in $3.00 or a total of $60.00.  Staples cash coupons are redeemable for any item Staples sells.  

   We set up a recycling box in our fellowship hall and placed announcements in our newsletter and bulletins.  The response is HUGE!  We collect more than we can recycle in a month – plus we are helping the environment.

   We have purchased paper, shredders, ink and lots of Sunday school supplies.  Our future plans include tables and chairs for our new fellowship hall.  Coupons can be redeemed in person, over the phone or online.  To sign up contact Staples and fill out a Rewards Card application.

   In addition, if you are tired of hauling paper and other bulky items – call Staples, place your order (shipping is free) and the UPS guy will deliver right to the door and bring it inside.  
United Methodist Women

 

   The VA Conference UMC will welcome two women from Mozambique during the first week in May.  The Charlottesville, Harrisonburg, and Staunton Districts will host them on May 5th at 7 PM at Main St. UMC in Waynesboro.  Our special guests will offer a program and refreshments will follow.  Any questions… please email or call Daphne Sandridge, UMW president at daphne_5678@yahoo.com or 973-3901. 

 

Mark your 2010 Calendars:

· UMW Spiritual Life Retreat May 14-15 at VUMAC
·  UMW Day at Ferrum College June 5

· UMW Breakfast, VA Annual Conference June 15

· School of Christian Missions July 22-25 and July 26-29 at VUMAC

· Young Women's Event Sept. 24-25 at VUMAC

· Charlottesville District UMW Annual Meeting October 2, 2010

· 38th Annual Meeting of  Va. Conference UMW  Oct. 23-24 at VUMAC

· Charlottesville District UMW Advent Prayer Breakfast   December 4, 2010

Technology and the Congregation

 From video sermons to text-message tithing, technology is transforming the way congregations worship and communicate. On the March 23 edition of “Tech Tuesday,” Kojo Nnamdi looks at how faith communities are adapting to the digital age.  Listen at wamu.org by searching for “Kojo Nnamdi” and “Tech Tuesday.”
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   On April 17th the Charlottesville District United Methodist Men will be having their annual business meeting at Scottsville United Methodist Church, 158 Main Street, Scottsville, VA 24590.  Registration followed by a light breakfast will begin at 9:00 a.m. Our guest speaker this year will be the Reverend Al Horton from First Church in Charlottesville who will give a dramatic presentation based on men from scripture. District Superintendent Dr. Brenda Biler will attend to install officers for 2010 and offer Communion. Lunch will be provided by the Scottsville United Methodist Men for a small donation of ten dollars. If you belong to a United Methodist Men’s group or are considering starting one in your church this is your best annual opportunity to meet other like minded men of your district and network. Won’t you come spend the day in fellowship with spirit filled men interested in being shining points of light for Christ?   

For information call Dave Bean at (540) 718-2752 or Todd Hoar at (434) 286-2827.  Please send your RSVPs by April 5, 2010 to Dave Watt at 540 547-4792 or DavidFWatt@hotmail.com so we can get a count for lunch.

Foundation Distributes Endowment Funds

   More than  $177,000 has been distributed this month to Virginia United Methodist related causes from some fifty permanent endowment funds being administered by the Virginia United Methodist Foundation.   

   Some of these finds went to local churches; others went for ministerial scholarships and training, mission, education, evangelism, community service agencies, Virginia United Methodist Homes, UMFS, United Methodist Women’s programs, world hunger, UMCOR, Retired Clergy Housing Corporation, Wesley Service Center, camping programs, and cemetery funds.

   These permanent endowment funds were established by local churches or by individual United Methodists and placed with the Virginia United Methodist Foundation for investment and administration.  Each year, the earned income, or a prescribed percentage of the market value of the endowment, is distributed to a designated cause, or causes.

   Persons interested in establishing a permanent endowment fund to benefit a local church or some United Methodist related cause may contact the Conference Foundation by calling 804-521-1120, toll free 800-768-6040.  Email at Foundation@vaumc.org.

District Youth News
   Youth and adults from 10 churches attended the February District Youth Retreat at Westview on the James.  We collected supplies for the Henry Fork Service Center in Rocky Mount, VA and raised over $100 for YSF (Youth Service Fund) and packaged 10,020 meals for Stop Hunger Now. The meals will be shipped to the Ivory Coast.  In addition to packaging the meals, we had a Stop Hunger Meal for lunch on Saturday which consisted of beans, rice, bread and water.  Each person was served one cup of rice which is what would be served in places like Haiti.  District Youth led worship, with music provided by Lindsay Walton, Edward Hopkins and Kyle Towers.  The entire weekend centered around our theme, "No One Wanting," and we had small group discussions about hunger and ways to help end hunger in our community and the world.  Dr. Biler joined us Saturday night for dinner and Holy Communion.  Everyone enjoyed roasting marshmallows.  Sunday worship closed with a commissioning service.  Thanks to everyone who planned, staffed and attended this retreat.  We were blessed with good weather and showers of blessings from above.  
Upcoming Events
· Charlottesville District Youth Rally, August 29, 2010, Trinity Orange UMC
· Middle School Confirmation Retreat, Westview on the James, April 23-25, 2010. For cost and registration information go to westviewonthejames.org 

· Family Camp at Westview, April 17  9 AM – 4 PM. For more information, call the camp office at 804-457-4210.
· Looking for mission trips for this summer?  Check out Summer Project Youth www.vaumc.org/youth.

Dr. Ted A. Campbell:  A Wesleyan Perspective on the Sacraments

   On behalf of the Society of Wesleyan Studies, we are pleased to announce a day of learning and discussion, “A Wesleyan Perspective on the Sacraments,” to be presented by Dr. Ted A. Campbell, Associate Professor of Church History at Perkins School of Theology.  Ted Campbell is one of the world's premier Wesleyan scholars, has taught many of our clergy in the Virginia Conference, and is now teaching at Perkins.  We are fortunate to have him with us in the VA Conference.   

   The presentation will be held on Monday, April 26, from 9:00 AM to 3:00 PM at Duncan Memorial United Methodist Church, Ashland, VA.  Cost: $40 which includes lunch.  The Board of Ordained Ministry has approved .5 CEU for attendance at this event.  
All Laity and Clergy are invited!  For more information contact Rev. Carl Ulrich at 804-592-5962 or carlulrich@aol.com 

Change the World April 24-25

   What if … on one weekend all around the world, 11 million United Methodists came together to work with their local communities? What If … as we serve people locally, we unite globally to eliminate a preventable, treatable disease that kills one child every 30 seconds? On April 24 and 25, your congregation is invited to participate in “Change the World,” an event that will reveal the many ways faithful Christians everywhere are serving God. To get started:

1. Consider how your congregation currently impacts its community. Do you have a food pantry, a clothing closet, an English as a Second Language (ESL) program, a tutoring program, etc.?
2. Schedule an activity for an existing or new outreach ministry on either April 24 or 25.
3. Invite both your congregation and local community to be involved.
4. Use the Rethink Church World Malaria Day (April 25) Sermon Starter coming soon to www.rethinkchurch.org/changetheworld.
5. Collect a special offering to combat malaria.
Go to www.rethinkchurch.org/changetheworld for more information, or send an e-mail to changetheworld@umcom.org.
Green Church Resources

  Green Church offers resources for all ages, so churches can work together to take action as stewards of the environment. Churches and their members will learn how to become better caretakers of God’s planet as they study Scripture and scientific findings and participate in group discussion and learning activities.

Each age-level study offers a Leader’s Guide that includes everything a group leader would need for all 6 sessions. The companion piece, 7 Simple Steps to Green Your Church, includes a one-year plan to help churches “go green.”  For more information visit, www.GreenChurch.AbingdonPress.com.

Help Your Church Be Ready . . .

   The Virginia United Methodist Credit Union has an unsecured line of credit that your church can use for any project or emergency. 

~ Line of credit up to $50,000 

~No fee to apply (credit restrictions apply)

Contact Mike Haydon at 866-657-0004 or email: mhaydon@vumcu.org   Membership at VUMCU is open to all churches, clergy, church members, organizations and agencies within the Virginia Conference.
UMFS Service Opportunity
   Participate in “Clean Up for Kids,” Friday, April 16, 8:30 AM – 3:30 PM at UMFS, 3900 W. Broad St., Richmond, VA.  UMFS serves 5,500 individuals each year through adoption, treatment foster care, intensive treatment, FamilyCARE, School-Based Services, and Project LIFE. Touch a Life. Create a Future.
   Volunteers will make a difference by assisting UMFS in beautifying our campus. UMFS strives to create a welcoming campus for the children and families we serve. Through your volunteerism we will further create an environment that brings comfort and healing. Volunteers can participate in painting or landscaping. Assignments are given on a first come first serve basis.
   If you are interested in volunteering for Clean Up for Kids please contact Bethanie Constant at (804) 254-9674 or bconstant@umfs.org. 
PAUMCS Spring Retreat
The Annual Spring Retreat and business meeting will be held at the beautiful Shrine Mont Retreat Center in Orkney Springs, Virginia, beginning on Sunday, May 23rd at 4 pm with registration and concluding around 3 pm on Monday the 24th.  The Rev. Rhonda VanDyke Colby will be our speaker and will teach on Living Abundantly in Times of Scarcity.  The cost of the event is $85 for members and $95 for non-members ~~ and this year’s cost does include dinner on Sunday evening at 5:30 p.m.  During our time together there will be a “hands on mission.”  We will put together health kits for Haiti from items to be provided by the Executive Committee.  Participants are urged to help with the expense with a suggested donation of $10 to be received in a special offering.

   This retreat center is located about an hour north of Harrisonburg in the beautiful mountains of Virginia.  Come, relax and learn how to live fruitfully in the face of today’s economy, as well as enjoy the company of friends and colleagues!!  Please bring drinks and/or a snack (that doesn’t need refrigeration preferably) to share throughout the retreat and bring your own drinking cup or glass to help us be good stewards of God’s earth!!  

   If you do not receive a brochure, please call the district office and one will be sent to you.    Hope to see you there!!!
Newsletter Deadline: April 16
The United Methodist Church
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DISTRICT CALENDAR
April 17

District UMM Annual Meeting, 9:00 AM, Scottsville UMC, 158 E. Main Street, Scottsville  
April 18

Native American Ministries Sunday (special offering)

April 25

District Conference, 3:00 PM, Aldersgate UMC, 1500 E. Rio Rd, Charlottesville 22901

June 6

Annual Conference Orientation, 3:00 PM, Aldersgate UMC, 1500 E. Rio Road, Charlottesville

June 13-16
Annual Conference at the Scope, Norfolk
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