THE AMBASSADOR  
“So we are ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through us. 

We beseech you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God (2 Corinthians 5:20).”

Volume 7, Issue 1  A newsletter for the Pastors and Lay Leadership of the Charlottesville District
January 2010
New Year Opportunity
  Each new year people make resolutions—places in their lives to make changes, to focus attention, to become more disciplined.  Of course, keeping the resolution is not nearly as easy as making one!  Do you have the desire to grow spiritually?  If so, what will you do in this New Year that will help you tend to your spiritual hunger?  

  Remember, you are not alone in your quest.  The mission of the Church is to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.  What is your congregation doing, in partnership with the Holy Spirit, to equip persons to discover and grow in their relationship to God through Jesus Christ?  The Charlottesville District Academy, on February 6th, will help you and your congregational team create an intentional faith development process, to ensure that everyone can take a “next step” on their faith journey.  (Academy sessions are held at Aldersgate UMC, 9:30 registration, workshop 10 until noon.)  Don Glover and Claudia Lavy are our resource leaders.
When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.”  So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger.  When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about this child; and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them.          [Luke 2:15-18]
Where do we look?  What have you seen?

Who do we tell?
End of Year Deadlines

January 15th:  
· 2009 Remittances to the Conference and District
· Statistical Table I Pastor, Church and Community Profiles

January 31st:

· Statistical Tables II and III  
Benefit Concert for TOP
     Cindy Crosby, native of Charlottesville, will return home on Saturday, January 2 to perform in a benefit concert for Teens Opposing Poverty (TOP)* – a ministry that serves homeless people in the Charlottesville area as well as areas throughout the state and Washington, DC.  
     Cindy is a gifted soloist and you will enjoy this free concert which features contemporary, classic and gospel songs of love and faith.  There will be “special guests” too!  Arrive at Aldersgate UMC by 6 PM for dessert, then settle in for a wonderful evening of music starting at 6:30 PM.  Aldersgate UMC is located at 1500 E Rio Road, Charlottesville.
*Teens Opposing Poverty, Inc. (TOP) Provides opportunities for youth to serve and share Christ to the poor and homeless.  Check out this Web site at: www.teensopposingpoverty.org   To give a financial gift to TOP you may also donate through the Conference Advance by making your check payable to the "Virginia Annual Conference" and write “TOP #910” on the check and send to PO Box 5606, Glen Allen, VA 23058-5606.


Doing God’s Will

   During lay leader training held each November, I pass out the conference prepared booklet on being a lay leader.  One of the highlights in the booklet is the fact that Jesus was a servant leader and the model for a lay leader.  Servant leadership is simply a humbleness of spirit to lead by example and take on any task, no matter how modest.

   As we prepare to start a new year, some of you might be taking on a new role in the life of the church.  I urge you to remember that there is no caste system in our churches.  The people are the church.  The people are the ministers.  Consider that in God’s economy there is no unemployment.  Everyone has a job.  God calls us all.  Paul said: “To each is given the spirit for the common good.”  God has work for everybody to do.  As leaders we need to remember that Jesus included all – inviting all to the table regardless of worldly status, religious rank or power within the community.  

   Let us serve God with gladness of heart and to always remember to pray that his will be done and not our own. 
 Bob Forrest, District Lay leader 

Book Review

  Starting with this month’s issue (and in subsequent issues) of the District Newsletter members of the District Committee on Ordained Ministry will write a book review of the reviewer’s choice. It is our hope that these reviews will peak your interest in reading the book for yourself in order that the knowledge gleaned will better assist you and your ministry setting.

unChristian: What a New Generation Really Thinks about Christianity by David Kinnaman

    The book I have chosen to review is David Kinnaman’s unChristian. It was published in 2007 by Baker Books. The cost is $17.99 (you may be eligible for a discount through Cokesbury). David Kinnaman is the president of The Barna Group.
    I found this book, not only eye-opening, but hauntingly convicting of the church and how it communicates its message to the greater world. It is an excellent book that forced me to see the non-churched (excuse me; ‘outsiders’) through a whole new lens: theirs. For too long we have looked at the decline within our church through the only lens we were familiar with: ours. Unfortunately the way we perceive Christianity is not how those outside the church perceive it; they have looked at us for far too long and have discovered that we have not been consistent with our faith journeys and attitudes of moral righteousness. We say one thing but do another. Kinnaman begins his first chapter with these words: “Christianity has an image problem.” It’s not that outsiders don’t have any idea who Jesus is, argues Kinnaman; it’s that “they think Christians no longer represent what Jesus had in mind that Christianity in our society is not what it was meant to be.”
    As you read this book, warns Kinnaman, we must “avoid being defensive about the culture’s push to remove Christianity’s power in society.” I found it hard not to be defensive as I read and reread this book. To see our dirty laundry as outsiders see it is both heartbreaking and damning. Yet at the same time I found myself shouting ‘AMEN!’ for often times I have seen Christianity as outsiders have seen it. Kinnaman, while working on other projects, accidently discovered a discrepancy in his research, an unprecedented growth amongst outsiders are those persons ages 16 to 29. 40% of this current age bracket has been turned off by the church. Kinnaman is quick to recommend that we try not to become more popular, but instead to become “effective agents of spiritual transformation in people’s lives, whatever that may cost in time, comfort, or image.” 
It’s all about perceptions; they’re changing because our younger people are experiencing a much greater diversity than we who are in the church have ever experienced. Our perceptions reflect our experiences, and yet it is very difficult for us to think outside of our box. The major portion of the book not only describes the perceptions gleaned from the research as to why a growing number of these outsiders are filled with resentment and a growing hostility towards the church; it also offers up the new perceptions that will help the church better understand the task that is before it. I only have room enough to offer up a quick summation of each perception (if you want to know more, all I can say is read the book, but be forewarned you will be offended  but you also may find yourself being affirmed). The perceptions of the outsider are (1) Christians are hypocritical; we say one thing but live something entirely different, (2) Christians are insincere and concerned only with converting others, (3) Antihomosexual; Christians show contempt for gays and lesbians, (4) Sheltered; Christians are boring, unintelligent, old-fashioned, and out of touch with reality, (5) Too political; Christians are primarily motivated by a political agenda and promote right-wing politics, and (6) Judgmental; Christians are prideful and quick to find faults in others.
     The book’s final chapter discusses the following challenge: “to shift our reputation,” writes Kinnaman, “Christ followers must learn to respond to people in the way Jesus did. In other words, to reverse the problem of unchristian faith, we have to see people, addressing their needs and their criticism, just as Jesus did. We have to be defined by our service and sacrifice, by lives that exude humility and grace. If young outsiders say they can’t see Jesus in our lives, we have to solve our ‘hidden Jesus’ problem.”
I hope you will be brave enough to read unchristian! 


Written and Submitted by
Rev. Dr. Timothy D. Hazlett
Emmanuel UMC (Amherst)
Secretary of the DCOM

Minister’s Convocation
    Millions of people have read, studied, and used Bishop Schnase’s book, The Five Practices of Fruitful Congregations. Now he has more for us. Bishop Schnase is working on some new ideas and we will get an early look at these.

    The 2010 convocation theme will be “Fruitful Living.” Bishop Robert Schnase of the Missouri Area will be the keynote speaker. We will also have great preaching from Bishop Kammerer, Dr. Youtha Hardman-Cromwell, and Rev. Jonathan Park. As always, there will be worship, special music, workshops, and time for fellowship with other Virginia Conference ministers.

    Ministers’ Convocation will be January 19-21, 2010 (Tuesday through Thursday), at the Virginia United Methodist Assembly Center in Blackstone. 

    Now is the time to register. You may download a registration brochure from the Events calendar at www.vaumc.org. Registrations are mailed to the Assembly Center in Blackstone. 

Changes, Changes, Changes
Please note the following changes for Conference mailing addresses and Web site updates:
Mailing address changes:
The Virginia United Methodist Center has a new PO Box due to the upcoming closing of a local post office.

The new PO Box address is:
PO Box 5606
Glen Allen, VA 23058

Please note that the zip code also changed.

 

Remittances for the treasurer should be mailed to
PO Box 5605
Glen Allen, VA 23058

 

The PO Box 5606 and PO Box 5605 should be used starting immediately. Mail will be picked up at the former PO Box until January 31, 2010.

 

Please note that the physical location address remains the same at
10330 Staples Mill Rd
Glen Allen, VA 23060

Web site changes:
Work has been done on the vaumc.org Web site to allow for the creation of “friendly” urls. For example, the Conference Foundation office can now be found at www.vaumc.org/foundation; higher education at www.vaumc.org/highereducation; etc. Work is continuing on creating friendly urls.

     It also means that if any of you have bookmarked pages from the conference Web site, they may need to be changed. Any bookmarked addresses with the words /NetCommunity/ in it, need to be edited. You may simply take out the NetCommunity or go back to the www.vaumc.org, find the page, and re-bookmark the link.

 

Covenant with a Missionary
As we start a new year and you begin your list of resolutions, you might be thinking of adding to your list “Do more for God’s Mission”.  Perhaps you are asking yourself how and what to support.  Here is a list of Missionaries serving in Virginia, with their missionary Advance number, and their project Advance number.  You can enter a covenant with them three ways: Local Church, Individually or Youth/Campus Ministry.  You will find more information about the covenant forms and the missionary bios on the Conference website http://www.vaumc.org/NetCommunity/Missionaries
· Mark Stransky #803003 & Linda Stransky #803004, Marion, VA—Project Crossroads #781380

· Don Edwards, Roanoke, VA #982026--Shalom Zone, Grace Ministries,

· Deb Keeney #982014 & Rebecca Parsons #3021143, Community Outreach Program, Roanoke, VA  #904

· Lisa Nichols, Rocky Mount, VA #982953 Henry Fork Service Center #908

· Pat Watkins, Virginia #3020927, Caretakers of God’s Creation #711

If you have questions please contact terribiggins@vaumc.org or 804-521-1144.

Cantata at Rodes UMC

    Rodes United Methodist Church choir and children's choir will perform for a second time a Christmas cantata entitled "Christmas Mosaic" on Sunday, January 3, 6:00 P.M.  There will be a time of fellowship and refreshments after the cantata.

Explore the Connections 
Between Faith & Art

     Delve into the connections between faith and art.  Experience your own creativity as you spend time with the Creator.  On Saturday, February 20, 2010 artist, writer, and UMC pastor Jan Richardson will be hosted by the Wesley Foundation at UVA and Wesley Memorial UMC for a workshop-retreat (10am-4pm with lunch) exploring the connections between faith and art.  CEU credit is available at .5 credit for the day.  

     If you’re interested but new to Jan’s ministry, you can check her out online at janrichardson.com and at her blog The Painted Prayerbook (paintedprayerbook.com).  During Advent, visit her blog for the season:  www.theadventdoor.com
     We now have 60 spaces available for the workshop so register and reserve your spot today.

Register by 1/20/10:  $75 ($15 for students)

Late registration:  $90 ($20 for students)

Mail checks payable to “The Wesley Foundation” to:  Wesley Foundation, 1908 Lewis Mountain Road, Charlottesville VA 22903.

Your space is reserved and registration is complete upon receipt of your check.  Register at:  http://www.doodle.com/nf9uad58ndbgwbpf
     Jan Richardson’s visit is made possible by the Wesley Foundation, our United Methodist campus ministry at the University of Virginia, as part of our ongoing commitment to bring notable persons of faith to campus to explore themes of ecumenical/interfaith relations and the intersection of church and academy.  For more information, contact Deborah Lewis at 434-977-6500 or deborah@wesleyatuva.org
Register at:  http://www.doodle.com/nf9uad58ndbgwbpf

United Methodist Women

   For information/questions concerning United Methodist Women contact Daphne Sandridge, District UMW President  434-973-3901 or daphne_5678@yahoo.com 

Washington D.C. Mission Trip with the Wesley Foundation

   Each year our students spend spring break in mission and we want you to come along!  This year’s trip will be March 7-13, 2010 and we’ll be volunteering with the Youth Services Opportunity Project (www.ysop.org) in Washington, D. C.  This is a fantastic way to get to know our students and to serve alongside them.  We’ll be serving in a variety of settings in downtown D.C. and will be challenging ourselves to live on minimum wage for the week.  Contact Wesley Foundation Director, Deborah Lewis, for more information.

Pancakes for the Wesley Foundation!

   Just as the new semester kicks-off at the Wesley Foundation we’ll be holding a fun, filling fundraiser and we’d love to see you there!

   Come on out Saturday, January 23 from 7:30-9:30 AM  and enjoy an all-you-can-eat pancake and sausage breakfast at Applebee’s on route 29 north in Charlottesville (near Toys R Us).  A $5 donation gets you in the door and into the land of pancakes galore.

   Students, campus minister, and board members will be serving your breakfast and would love to share more with you about your campus ministry at UVA.

   If you can’t make it on January 23rd, you can still help by making a donation directly to the Wesley Foundation, by mail or through our website:  www.wesleyatuva.org  
Summer Internships
   The Virginia Conference Offices of Disabilities, Mission, and Youth Ministries are seeking three separate summer interns for 2010. Applicants should be interested in pursuing a career in a ministry setting, have experience and passion for the area in which they apply, and familiarity with The United Methodist Church. Intern salary is $250 a week (with a minimum of ten weeks). To obtain a copy of the guidelines and an application please contact Becky Tate at 1-800-768-6040, ext. 139 or (804) 521-1139 or beckytate@vaumc.org. The deadline for submission of applications is Feb 1, 2010.
Newsletter Deadline: January 19

Curious about United Methodist Men?
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Do you want information or are you  ready to start a UMMen Fellowship?  Contact Dave Bean, 540.718.2752 or Jerry Lawson, 540.937.4990 for a Chartering Package or schedule a speaking team to come to your Church.

District Youth Retreat  

    All district youth are invited to the District Youth Retreat at Westview on the James, February 26-28, 2010.  The theme is “N.O.W.” (No One Wanting). The focus scripture is John 6:35. The John Ivins Band from Richmond, Virginia will be leading worship and music. There will be an opportunity to participate in a Stop Hunger Now packaging event during the retreat.  We will also collect supplies for the Henry Fork Service Center. The cost of the retreat is $70 per person.  Registration is due by January 31, 2010. There is a $35.00 per person nonrefundable deposit due with the registration.  The $35 balance may be paid at the retreat. 
REMINDER!! At the August Rally everyone accepted the challenge to raise at least $15 by January 31 to pay for the Stop Hunger Now Packaging event at the retreat.  We have to raise $2500, so if you haven't started, there's still time so get busy. Every penny counts!  

    Checks should be made out to Stop Hunger Now with February 2010 Packaging Event in the memo and mailed to Rebecca Wagner at 7071 Jarmans Gap Road, Crozet, VA  22932.  The deadline is January 31.  

    Souper Bowl of Caring:  February 7, 2010 For more information go to www.souperbowl.org.  If you participate, we'd love to hear about what you did.


Voices of Youth: 2010
  Applications for the Voices of Youth 2010 are available on the Web site <www.voicesofyouth-va.org>. Click on the “download application” tab for the application for new youth, returning youth, college and adult staff, as well as host churches. Applications are due on Jan. 15. The 2010 tour will celebrate the 25th anniversary of the choir and plans are for concerts in each of the 18 districts of the Virginia Conference. For more information, contact Rachel Hundley at <coordinator@voicesofyouth-va.org> or call (540) 383-5480.

Bishop’s Convocation on Creation Care 

   A Creation Care Convocation for the Virginia Conference will be held Saturday, Feb. 27, at River Road United Methodist Church, 8800 River Road, Richmond. This event is designed to equip and train local congregations on how to incorporate caring for God's creation into all areas of their church and personal life. The convocation will include a variety of speakers and workshops, information about the Green Church Initiative, panel discussions and tree planting. Look for information coming this week to your district with details on this event. For more information, contact Pat Watkins at (804) 612-1841 or e-mail 
CaretakersOfGodsCreation@cavtel.net.
UM Day at General Assembly


   The Social Principles of The United Methodist Church 2009-2012 state that: “The church should continually exert a strong ethical influence upon the state, supporting policies and programs deemed to be just and opposing policies and programs that are unjust.” Join Bishop Kammerer and hundreds of United Methodists from across Virginia on Tuesday, Feb. 2, as a witness to our faith by visiting legislators to urge them to support just policies and programs and oppose those that are unjust. The event is sponsored by the Virginia Conference Board of Church and Society and United Methodist Women. For more information or to register, contact Natalie May at (804) 320-8524 or nbmay@verizon.net
Five Talent Academy Teaching Event 
  This event, the second of five scheduled for the 5 Talent Academy, will focus on worship. Sally Morgenthaler, known best for her book, "Worship Evangelism," will be the speaker. Morgenthaler helps missional congregations innovate ministry that begins in neighborhoods and workplaces. She also helps congregations craft corporate worship experiences that reflect this key shift. Morgenthaler teaches on culture and leadership at Fuller, George Fox and Asbury seminaries. The event will be held Saturday February 20, 2010 at Cosby High School, 14300 Fox Club Parkway, Midlothian, VA.  The first session of the 5 Talent Academy focused on “Ministry with the Poor,” and was highly successful with more than 500 in attendance. For more information, call 1-800-768-6040, ext. 155, or (804) 521-1155, or e-mail PatHickman@vaumc.org.
Baptism of Our Lord: January 10

  The Baptism of the Lord is one of the four named days in the calendar recommended as a day to celebrate services of the baptismal covenant (Easter, Pentecost, and All Saints being the others). There are several options for liturgies you may use depending on what you will be doing this day. If you are baptizing, reaffirming and receiving new professing members, remember to use one of the Baptismal Covenants as revised by the 2008 General Conference. 

Human Relations Day
   United Methodists observe Human Relations Day on January 17, 2010.  This Sunday occurs during Epiphany, the season of manifesting God’s light to the world. Human Relations Day calls the Church to recognize the right of all God’s children in realizing their potential as human beings in relationship with each other. The purpose of the day is to further the development of better human relations.  (Par. 263.1, The Book of Discipline 2008)   Contributions strengthen United Methodist outreach to communities in the United States and Puerto Rico and encourage social justice and work with at-risk youth. 

     The 1972 General Conference established Human Relations Day to promote support for Community Developers, United Methodist Voluntary Services and Police-Community Relations programs. Begun in 1968, the three programs had received support from the churchwide Bishop’s Fund for Reconciliation. In 1989, the Youth Offender Rehabilitation Program replaced the Police-Community Relations Program to respond to the growing population of youth offenders and their need for creative redirection. 

Your generous contributions support: 
· Community Developers Program, related to the General Board of Global Ministries (GBGM)—57 percent of the offering. Persons work in racial- and ethnic-minority communities in the United States and Puerto Rico. 

· United Methodist Voluntary Services, GBGM—33 percent. A multiracial network of grassroots social justice organizations provides vital outreach. 

· Youth Offender Rehabilitation Program, affiliated with the General Board of Church and Society—10 percent. Christ-centered projects give teenagers a chance to succeed. 

The 2008 offering totaled $689,047, an average of only 8.7 cents per U.S. member. 

worship Planning Helps Copyright 2009 The General Board of Discipleship of The United Methodist Church, PO Box 340003, Nashville TN 37203-0003. Worship website: www.umcworship.org.
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DISTRICT CALENDAR
January 2 
Teens Opposing Poverty concert, 6-8 PM, Aldersgate UMC, 1500 E. Rio Rd, Charlottsville 22901

January 17 
Human Relations Day special offering

January 19-21
Ministers’ Convocation at Blackstone

February 6
District Academy, 9:30 AM, Aldersgate UMC, 1500 E. Rio Rd, Charlottsville 22901


February 7 
Souper Bowl of Caring

February 26-28
District Youth Retreat at Westview

March 6
District Academy, 9:30 AM, Aldersgate UMC, 1500 E. Rio Rd, Charlottesville 22901


April 25

District Conference, 3:00 PM, Aldersgate UMC, 1500 E. Rio Rd, Charlottesville 22901
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