THE AMBASSADOR  
“So we are ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through us. 

We beseech you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God (2 Corinthians 5:20).”

Volume 7, Issue 2  A newsletter for the Pastors and Lay Leadership of the Charlottesville District
February 2010
“You are the Light of the World”




Matthew 5:14a

   The United Methodist churches on the Charlottesville District are bearing witness of God’s power and presence.  You are feeding the hungry in your community, partnering with schools and willing to risk being profoundly changed by the Gospel.  
   This past Sunday, 2,118 health kits were collected across the district for shipment to the UMCOR distribution center in Baldwin, Louisiana.  This was no small feat to accomplish in 10 days.  We celebrate what God is doing among us.  Our District Lay Leader, Bob Forrest, has been transporting UMCOR kits to the distribution center for several years.  When the Haiti earthquake struck, the Sager Brown distribution center sent their supply and knew that thousands of additional health kits would be needed in the coming months.  They contacted Bob with a request.  As the Charlottesville District began assembling health kits, word rippled throughout the Virginia Annual Conference.  The first week of February, Bob will be driving a tractor trailer full of health kits to UMCOR.  May those who await these kits continue to be in our prayers.
   Word has come from the Conference Treasurer’s office that the Charlottesville District paid 93.74% of its 2009 apportionments!  (This is down from 96.45% in 2008.)  Thank you for your faithful commitment to the first mile of mission giving.  Conference apportionments provide for campus ministry, leadership training, congregational development, mission advancement, new church development, and ministry that is greater than the capacity of a single congregation to support.  With the economic downturn and other challenges, I want to extend a special “thank you” to each person who stretched, prayed, and gave to be a part of our district, conference, and denomination’s mission of making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.  There were several instances where congregations (pastors/laity) were questioning whether or not they would be able to meet the conference and/or district apportionment(s).  It is exciting to hear how God’s provision was a “surprise”.  Be sure to tell your stories “out loud”.  We need to share our faith journeys!
Joyfully,

Brenda

District Academy Continues
February 6th
  An invitation is extended to you and your congregation to develop intentional faith development resources.  We will be joining Dan Glover and Claudia Lavy at Aldersagte UMC on February 6th and March 6th to identify the questions people ask when they walk into a church and what keeps them coming.  There is no cost for these workshops.  Registration begins at 9:30.  The workshop is from 10-noon.  Childcare is provided.
You are the light of the world.  A city built on a hill cannot be hid.  No one after lighting a lamp puts it under the bushel basket, but on the lampstand, and it gives light to all in the house.  In the same way, let your light shine
before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father in heaven.

                                                              Matthew 14-16

UM Foundation Offers Scholarships

   Applications will be accepted for scholarships from the Harry C. and Reba C. Rickard Endowment Fund at the Virginia United Methodist Foundation from February 15th until April 1st. Candidates may be graduating high school seniors or current college or current seminary students between the ages of 17- 30 who are preparing for full- time church related vocations.

   Ten scholarships of$1000 each were awarded in 2009 to eight seminary students and two college students. The endowment fund was established in 2007 through a .bequest in the estate of Mrs. Reba C. Rickard of Strasburg, the widow of a former chaplain and clergy member of the Virginia Conference, the Rev. Harry C. Rickard.

   Applications must be received by April 1, 2010. Applications are available on the Foundation's web site at vaumc.org/foundation or by calling 804- 521-1122.

   The Virginia United Methodist Foundation administers some $5.9 million in permanent endowment funds from which income is used for scholarships and loans or to benefit various United Methodist local churches, agencies, institutions or other programs.
Book Review

Cross-Shaped Leadership: On the Rough and Tumble of Parish Practice by John A. Berntsen, an Alban Institute publication, 2008. 140 pages.

    This is an excellent read for new pastors as well as seasoned pastors and for SPRC committees. John Berntsen is senior pastor of Trinity Lutheran Church in Perkasie, Pennsylvania.  He holds degrees from St. Olaf College, Yale Divinity School and Emory University.  He has also taught at the college and seminary levels.  Dr. Berntsen has lived in the trenches of parish life.  He has experienced many of the myriad challenges that parish leaders encounter every day.  In this book full of wisdom and insight he develops a true theology of the cross to enable the reader to navigate through some of those challenges, such as American culture’s fascination with “the gospel of abundance” and “purpose-driven” ministry. How does the cross-shaped life liberate us from the guilt of trying to live up to those ideals? This is the type of question that goes to the heart of this book.  As a pastor for 32 years I was especially comforted by Berntsen’s chapter on “The Reverend Answer Person,” in that I don’t have to have all the answers, since I can trust that the Holy Spirit actually runs the church.  Knowing the difference between what work belongs to me and what work does not belong to me is an answer to prayer.  Learning how to distinguish between the office and the person of ministry is another particularly helpful part of this book.  “Hear the good news,” writes Berntsen, “we are not our work, nor are we our rank and office.”  At the end of each chapter are “Questions for Discussion and Reflection.”  I would invite pastors and church leaders to read this book together and use the discussion questions for meaningful dialogue on some of the challenges we face every day in trying to be bold and beautiful church people in the 21st century.

Submitted by Bill Jones

Senior Pastor, Aldersgate UMC
Chair of the DCOM

Speaker Available
   Sue Givens, the director of New Horizons Methodist School in Lambare, Paraguay, will be in the Charlottesville area the week of March 21-28.  New Horizons provides a quality Christian education for children in this slum area just outside of Ascuncion and now qualifies as an advance special offering.  She has a wonderful and very appealing presentation about the children and gladly speaks in Sunday School classes, women's groups, churches, clubs, schools and civic groups.  If you are interested in having her in your church or community, please contact Larry or Betty Baker at 540-948-4822 or all4Him@firstva.com  after January 27.

United Methodist Women

 

   The Charlottesville District UMW Lenten Prayer Breakfast will be Saturday March 6, 2010 at Macedonia UMC.  Breakfast at 9:30 am followed by worship with guest speaker Angelo Maker, one of the "Lost Boys of Sudan".   Collecting paper products (paper towels, toilet paper, etc.) continues to be one of our mission outreach projects.  Please bring paper supplies to the event.  Any questions please email or call Daphne Sandridge, UMW president at daphne_5678@yahoo.com or 973-3901. 

 

Mark your 2010 Calendars:

· United Methodist Day at VA General Assembly, Feb. 4 VA Conference 
· UMW Spiritual Life Retreat May 14-15 at VUMAC, Blackstone
· UMW Day at Ferrum College June 5

· UMW Breakfast at VA Annual Conference June 15

· School of Christian Missions July 22-25 and July 26-29 at VUMAC

· Young Women's Event Sept. 24-25 at VUMAC

· Charlottesville District UMW Annual Meeting October 2, 2010

· 38th Annual Meeting of  Va. Conference UMW  Oct. 23-24 at VUMAC

· Charlottesville District UMW Advent Prayer Breakfast   December 4, 2010

District Youth News
  The District Youth Council is hard at work getting ready for the February District Youth Retreat at Westview on the James.  We are looking forward to a wonderful time of fellowship, friendship, food, worship and service.  Registration begins at 7:00 p.m. with the first activity starting at 8:00 p.m. Dinner will not be served Friday night so be sure to eat before you arrive.  As always we will have snacks available for purchase with the proceeds going to YSF (Youth Service Fund).  Remember to bring school supplies for the Henry Fork Service Center in Rocky Mount, VA.  

Upcoming Events:
· Youth Ministry Seminar, March 6, 9:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m., Western Presbyterian Church, Washington, D. C., Rate: $40/youth; $65/adults, lunch and snacks included.  Details and registration at www.ptsem.edu/iym
· Middle School Confirmation Retreats, Westview on the James, March 12-14; April 23-25; For cost and registration information go to westviewonthejames.org 
Scouting Ministries Sunday: February 14
Lay Ministries Academy

 

   The conference-wide Lay Ministries Academy, which includes lay speaking training, will be held Feb. 26-28 at the Virginia United Methodist Assembly Center (VUMAC) in Blackstone. One hour of CEU credit is offered to each clergyperson who completes the Authentic Outreach course to be taught at the Academy by Stuart Holt, author, publisher and founder of The Evangelism Institute.  Check the conference web site to learn more. 
Local Church

Gleaning Coordinators Needed
   In preparation for 2010 Gleaning in Charlottesville and other districts, Sarah Ramey, The Virginia  Conference director of Gleaning and  Society of St Andrew, spoke to a UMM and UMW group at a breakfast on January 9 at Zion UMC.
   If your church will provide the name and email address of the Gleaning coordinator from your church, we will notify you when a project is expected.  Sarah usually doesn't get much notice when a field or orchard is available for Gleaning but even 2 or 3 from your church can be a big help and that includes Youth. 1 or 2 hrs and you are done.
   If you help your own Food Pantry or have one that you support you are free to take that day, what they can use.
  Please send names etc. to Joan Wasserott, chair C'ville District Missions.  joanwasserott@comcst.net
Disability Awareness Sunday

  The Virginia Conference celebrates Disability Awareness Sunday February 7.  Of course, your church can recognize this day at anytime throughout the year.  Suggestions for worship and activities provided for your use by the Commission on Disabilities.   Go to the conference Web site, www.vaumc.org, select “Ministries,” then “Disabilities.”
Poplar UMC in Mission
 Members of Poplar UMC in Amherst spent a portion of their day on December 31st serving lunch at the Daily Bread in Lynchburg.  They considered it a blessing to be able to serve as the hands of Christ for such an appreciative community.  Children as well as adults touched our hearts with words of thanks & encouragement.

Curious about United Methodist Men?
Do you want information or are you  ready to start a UMMen Fellowship?  Contact Dave Bean, 540.718.2752 or Jerry Lawson, 540.937.4990 for a Chartering Package or schedule a speaking team to come to your Church.

Washington D.C. Mission Trip with the Wesley Foundation

   Each year our students spend spring break in mission and we want you to come along!  This year’s trip will be March 7-13, 2010 and we’ll be volunteering with the Youth Services Opportunity Project (www.ysop.org) in Washington, D. C.  This is a fantastic way to get to know our students and to serve alongside them.  We’ll be serving in a variety of settings in downtown D.C. and will be challenging ourselves to live on minimum wage for the week.  Contact Wesley Foundation Director, Deborah Lewis, for more information.
Westview’s Confirmation Retreats
   Check out Westview on the James' Middle School Confirmation Retreats: With two sessions offered in 2010, choose the weekend that works best for your Confirmands. Both retreats are based on Claim the Name Retreats curriculum. We are excited to welcome Rev. Chris Donald of Reveille UMC ,as our weekend's keynote speaker, and the Steve Kropp band as our worship leader for each weekend. 

Follow Jesus: March 12-14 Explore the humanity of Jesus and the impact of his life, death and resurrection. This retreat is designed to be a bit smaller and more intimate; with a maximum of 100 people it'll be focused on more indoor-ish small group learning and interaction. Register by Jan. 15th for the early-bird rate ($83 per person), the deadline for registration is March 1 for $88 per person. 

True North: April 23-25 Discover the importance of using faith as a compass for setting direction in life. True North offers a chance for Confirmands to explore the beauty of God's creation, while working in small groups, to discover the ways in which faith in Jesus moves the course of life. Register by Feb. 15th for the early-bird rate ($83 per person), the deadline for registration is April 6 for $88 per person.

   A brochure for both events as well as on-line registration is available at www.westviewonthejames.org For questions call (804-457-4210) or email the camp office at wvretreats@hughes.net A Group Registration Form is also available on the website. (However, there isn't a "GROUP" on-line registration). We're looking forward to working with your Confirmands as they continue their journey with Christ.
Cat Holbert Rudys,
Assistant Director
Westview on the James

Ash Wednesday is February 17
Westover: Mission A Go Go

   Westover UMC in Ruckersville is very small. Average attendance is now up to thirty. The women of the church were looking for a project for the local bazaar. They decided on potato beads. No, I did not write the wrong words. They are potato beads. Did you ever consider wearing spuds around your neck? The women began working in late September and they met every week. They got really creative adding beads and clasps. Original color combinations appeared and the number of necklaces grew and grew. There was red, shades of blue, green, silver, browns and yellows. There were school colors, fashion combinations and even John Deere colors. The first week in November they had made nearly 200 (two hundred pair). They sold them at a local bazaar and raised over a $1000. Several years ago, Westover adopted the policy of giving 20% of all fundraisers to a local mission. Over $250 dollars was given to GRACE (Greene Alliance of Church and Community Efforts), the helping agency in Greene County. This year Westover has given over $1300 to GRACE and $1160 to the Heifer Project. The church put together 123 kits for conference and gathered food for 10 families for Thanksgiving and sponsored two families with five children for Christmas. There is no shortage of the spirit of mission giving at Westover Church. The numbers continue to surprise. 
Free Daily Lenten Devotions

   Jesus commanded his followers to make feeding the hungry their mission on his behalf.*  In the Old Testament God called His people, His Church to be His hands and feet in a world in need.**  What better way during Lent to honor God’s directive and Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross than by helping to feed the hungry?  With the tumultuous economy affecting just about everyone, the need for help is even greater for those who are forced to rely on critical service agencies to feed their families. 

   The Society of St. Andrew, a national, ecumenical, nonprofit hunger relief ministry and Advance #801600, offers its 2010 Lenten Devotions program, “Jesus is ….”.  “Through spiritual reflection, prayer and giving, the reader is challenged to take seriously the scriptural injunctions to care for the poor, while also being provided an opportunity to feed our hungry neighbors,” explained Rev. Jennifer Vestal Moore, church relations director for the Society of St. Andrew.  “Each day of Lent, one of our gifted guest writers uses the theme “Jesus is …” to describe how they see Jesus and how His love has touched their life.  As you make the journey to the cross this year, use this devotion booklet to see Jesus in all kinds of unique ways while remembering how much Jesus loves you and the incredible sacrifice He made for each of us.”

   An optional “Good Friday Fast” is available for use in conjunction with the daily devotions or as a stand-alone program.  

   The Society of St. Andrew’s (SoSA) produce salvage programs (Gleaning Network and Potato & Produce Project) are a common-sense and cost-efficient way to gather what is left in farm fields after the harvest to feed the hungry.  SoSA has a 30-year history of ministry and has saved nearly 600 million pounds of good, nutritious food from going to waste.  This food has been donated to critical feeding agencies throughout the nation, providing hungry people with 1.78 billion servings of nourishing food.  Since SoSA delivers fresh food for about 2¢ per serving, a $1 a day donation during Lent ($47) will provide over 2,000 servings of fresh produce for those who don’t get enough to eat.  SoSA’s fundraising and administrative costs are less than 10%, which means that more than 90¢ of every donated dollar goes directly to providing food.  

   By 2008 General Conference Resolution, the Society of St. Andrew is an official partner with the United Methodist Church in alleviating hunger in the U. S.  The UMC commends this partnership between local churches and SoSA through volunteer service and gifts through The Advance Special #801600.

   “Donations made to the Society of St. Andrew through last year’s Lenten Devotions program were directly responsible for providing 4.25 million servings of food to the nation’s hungry families,” said Carol Breitinger, SoSA communications director.  “The hope is, with the need for food help continuing to rise, that even more people will provide the means for meeting that critical need.”

    All materials for the Society of St. Andrew’s Lent Devotions program are free.  Order today – individuals can order their own packet, and churches can order a sample packet.  There is no obligation.  Call 800-333-4597; fax 434-299-5949; email church@endhunger.org; or order online at www.endhunger.org/lent.htm.  

   Materials will begin shipping the week of January 18, “but place your order early so we can be sure to print enough packets,” asked Rev. Moore. “And if you do not receive your packet within two weeks of ordering – it may have gotten lost in the mail or email – please call or email me again and we’ll send it out immediately!”

   For more information about the Society of St. Andrew, its hunger-relief or Lenten Devotions programs, call 800-333-4597 or email church@endhunger.org.

2010 IRS Mileage Rates

   Current IRS mileage rates used to calculate the deductible costs of operating an automobile for business, charitable, medical or moving purposes are as follows:  

· 50 cents per mile for business miles driven 

· 16.5 cents per mile driven for medical or moving purposes 

· 14 cents per mile driven in service of charitable organizations 

UMFS:  United Methodist Family Services
Did you know?

· There are nearly 7,000 children in Virginia’s foster care system? 

· For 2, 635 of them, the goal set forth in their foster care plan does not lead to a permanent family. 

· Virginia ranks first among the states in the percent of youth who age out of foster care. 

· Virginia’s average wait time of 20.9 months means that children who have lost their parents average more time in foster care than their peers in other states. 

· 20% of all children and youth in foster care live in group homes and institutions. 

· 270,000 prisoners in the USA were once in foster care. 

· John Jenks, UMFS Admissions Coordinator reports that in the past six months more than 100 requests were received by UMFS for children to be placed in Treatment Foster Care.  Due to a lack of foster homes, more children had to be turned away than could be placed.  The majority of the children are teenagers.  All are victims of abuse.  They are hurt and angry about being neglected and abused by the very people who were supposed to love and protect them.

· UMFS works with children that no one else seems to be able to help.  You and your family can provide the things that these children need more than anything else.  A home.  Love.  Compassion.  Safety. All at no financial cost to you.

· UMFS will provide you with training, 24-hour support, financial compensation and the expertise on how to deal with children who have suffered so much.  Call them at their Richmond (804 254-9695) or Fredericksburg (540 898-1773) offices.
Calling All High School Seniors!
 

   Membership at VUMCU gives you access to apply for these scholarships: 
· VUMCU Computer For Education Scholarships (2) Laptop computers as scholarships    
· Richmond Chapter of Credit Unions (2) $1500 Scholarships
· Accel Exchange College Grant Program (4)  $5000 Grants and (30) $1000 Grants
    Must be a VUMCU member to apply for scholarships. VUMCU Membership is open to members of Virginia Conference United Methodist Churches and just $5 opens an account. Contact Janie Hightower at: jhightower@vumcu.org to request scholarship applications & a membership packet. Applications are due beginning mid March.

.   Zion Youth Join Haiti Relief Efforts

   On January 15th, six youth from Zion United Methodist Church in Troy, VA had the privilege of going to the MERCI Mission Center in Goldsboro, North Carolina, for a mission project that turned out to be more important than they had ever expected.  Three days before their already scheduled trip, one of the biggest earthquakes in history struck the country of Haiti.  The need for volunteers to pack and prepare medical equipment and basic supplies such as food, water, and blankets was immediate, and they were able to take part in a relief effort of enormous proportions.  Zion's young volunteers were at MERCI Friday - Sunday helping as truck after truck arrived delivering shipments of supplies from hospitals, businesses, churches, and individuals across the United States.  More trucks came to take materials prepared for shipment to be flown out to Haiti.  Volunteers inspected and inventoried equipment and supplies, weighed and packaged those supplies, and prepared pallets based on a priority need to be shipped out to Haiti that same day.  The youth worked incredibly hard, and this was an amazing experience that they will never forget!
See a Movie; Enrich Your Marriage; and Support PACEM!
That’s right, and do it all in one evening: Feb. 13, 7pm, at the Paramount Theater. The feature length film, Fireproof, is coming to town on the eve of Valentine’s Day and all proceeds will support PACEM, the Charlottesville area ministry to the homeless. Produced by the creators of Facing the Giants, the movie chronicles the attempts of a firefighter to save his marriage even as he saves the lives of others in peril. The Paramount showing is sponsored by the people of First United Methodist Church and tickets are only $6. (Purchase at the theater or on-line at www.theparamount.net)

5 Talent Academy
   Churches may enroll in the 5 Talent Academy by completing the covenantal agreements and returning them to the Conference Office of Church Development and Evangelism before Feb. 10. Go to www.vaumc.org, click on All Things New (right hand column), then choose 5 Talent Academy. The next teaching event for the Academy will be 10 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 20, at Cosby High School in south Richmond (near Woodlake UMC) with Sally Morganthaler, nationally recognized leader in worship evangelism.
Newsletter Deadline: February 16
The United Methodist Church

Charlottesville District Office                                                                    

914 E. Jefferson St., Suite 104

Charlottesville, Virginia 22902               
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Email: CharlottesvilleDistrict@vaumc.org
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DISTRICT CALENDAR

February 1-2
District Clergy Retreat, Camp Overlook
February 4 
United Methodist Day at VA General Assembly
February 6
District Academy, 9:30 AM, Aldersgate UMC, 1500 E. Rio Rd, Charlottsville 22901


February 7 
Souper Bowl of Caring


February 16
Deadline for submissions to the Ambassador, our district newsletter

February 20 
Workshop-retreat with Jan Richardson, 10 AM – 4 PM at the Wesley Foundation UVA
February 26-28
District Youth Retreat at Westview

March 6
District Academy, 9:30 AM, Aldersgate UMC, 1500 E. Rio Rd, Charlottesville 22901


April 25

District Conference, 3:00 PM, Aldersgate UMC, 1500 E. Rio Rd, Charlottesville 22901
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