THE AMBASSADOR  
“So we are ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through us. 

We beseech you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God (2 Corinthians 5:20).”

Volume 6, Issue 11  A newsletter for the Pastors and Lay Leadership of the Charlottesville District
November 2009
With Thanksgiving
   Since late August, I have been trekking back and forth across the ten counties and City of Charlottesville which comprise the Charlottesville District to preside over charge/church conferences where 76 congregations are reporting on their response to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.  Just like the hymn we sing: The church is not a building, the church is not a steeple, the church is not a resting place, the church is a people, I have been privileged to hear persons bear witness to the ways that their own lives are being renewed as they welcome the stranger, reach out to those who are hungry, and sit with those who are hurting and alone.  There is simply no limit to the multitude of ways that we are invited to bear witness of Jesus Christ.  As each congregation shares a “best practice”, we will celebrate these mighty ways that God is working across the Charlottesville District at our Spring District Conference on April 25th.  
   The hymn goes on to say: Sometimes the church is marching, sometimes it’s bravely burning, sometimes it’s riding, sometimes hiding, always it’s learning.  Over the past two years the Virginia Annual Conference has been living into All Things New, an effort to revitalize existing churches and establish 250 new faith communities in the next 30 years.  

   According to the Conference website (vaumc.org) All Things New is:
**A proclamation of faith in the abundance of God’s grace through Jesus Christ
**A reclaiming of our United Methodist heritage as a missionary movement of God’s Holy Spirit
**A vision for spiritual renewal through an invitation for all churches to be fruitful and to multiply
**Our conference’s response to the Great Commission (Matthew 28:16-20) and to the teachings from the Parable of the Talents (Matthew 25:14-29)
**An outline of what must be done to shift from a culture of maintenance to one of mission and fruitfulness
  Four congregations on the Charlottesville District are covenant partners in the Five Talent Academy, intentionally working on revitalization: Aldersgate, Culpeper, Ivy Creek, and Gordonsville.  Ask them about their decision and ways that they are risking to reach those in their community with the Good News of Jesus Christ.  For more information on All Things New, check the conference website (www.vaumc.org) or contact the district office.
Celebrating The Quest
For Christian Unity

LARCUM Convocation in Charlottesville

   Christians who are seeking the path to greater unity among their churches will gather for their 31st annual statewide conference in Charlottesville on Friday and Saturday, December 4th and 5th.   Each year with a specific theme the LARCUM (Lutheran, Anglican, Roman Catholic and United Methodist) Committee celebrates a covenant signed by their bishops committing them to the work of doing everything possible for full communion one day. This year’s LARCUM conference is sponsored by the Church of the Incarnation, Aldersgate United Methodist, Peace Lutheran and Our Savior Episcopal Churches.  All are welcome to experience the enthusiasm as Sister Lorelei Fuchs, the editor of an ecumenical magazine, celebrates the Ecumenical Advances that lead us from convergence to consensus and one day full communion.  Rev. Dr. Chris Agnew will discuss on Friday afternoon the 400 years of friendship with the Episcopal Church. The Convocation begins on Friday afternoon, December 4th at 12:30 p.m. at Peace Lutheran Church with lunch and concludes with an evening session at Aldersgate United Methodist Church.  Saturday morning gets underway at the Church of the Incarnation at 8:30 a.m. with Morning Prayer, presentations, lunch and a closing prayer service at 2:30 p.m.  There will be time for questions and answers and good discussions by the participants.  Reservations can be made by calling Beth Gillis, the Registrar in Virginia Beach at 757-495-1886, ext. 10 or at bgillis56@hotmail.com.

Bill Jones

Aldersgate UMC

Birth Announcement
   Ross Earl Copeland Buckles was born on September 13th at Valley Hospital in Las Vegas, Nevada.  He weighed in at 5.1 lbs and was 17” long.  The proud adoptive parents are Rev. Bryan and Mrs. Lynn Copeland Buckles of the North Madison Charge.  Proud adoptive older siblings are Hannah Buckles and James Buckles.  The Copeland Buckles family is very excited about their latest addition and deeply appreciate the prayers and awesome support from everyone in the North Madison Charge and the Charlottesville District.  God bless you all!    
Bi-District Training

November 21st

   Workshop topics include: ministry to the unchurched, young and older adults; finance; trustees; SPRC; UMW; Lay Leaders; organizing the church; newsletters, bulletins and brochures; safe sanctuaries evangelism; staffing for multiple staff churches; considering ministry.

Lunch ($5.00) and child care offered.

9:30 AM – 2:30 PM at Main Street UMC, 601 West Main Street, Waynesboro, VA.

   Brochures and registration information are available on the conference web site:  charlottesvilledistrictumc.org

Intentional Faith Development and You

   On Saturday October 10 many of us from the district met to hear Dan Glover and Claudia Lavy bring the first of a three part series on restructuring the local church for life transformation.  The basis for this study is the book Dan and Claudia wrote, Deepening Your Effectiveness.  During this first session, Dan explained the six steps he and Claudia believe that people take as they become fully committed Christians.  The example used is “the ocean diagram”, one of a person standing on the beach wanting to know if faith is “real” and continuing to the last step, “life in the deep water”, when the individual is ready to accept Christ’s will as his own.  In explaining each step, Dan states the primary question the person is asking, the best relationship to help this person to move toward Christ and the primary barrier keeping the individual from becoming more Christ like.  I found the program easy to understand and practical in nature.  Explaining how those beginning to search for faith might view the church with cynicism, Dan reminds us in the church to remember to extend a loving hand to new believers. Statistics, according to Dan and Claudia, say that most people don’t attend church because they have never been invited.  Our invitation should simply be, ‘Come and see’,  John 1:46 

   I urge each of you to mark your calendars now and plan to not only attend the meetings in February and March but to bring another member of your church with you. The dates are February 6, and March 6, 2010 at Aldersgate UMC, 1500 Rio Rd, Charlottesville, VA 22901.  The February event explores how to take the understanding of faith development to the local church and design structures for faith development.  The March session will help participants see what committed followers look like.  Registration and refreshments at 9:30, workshop 10: 00 – noon. Childcare provided. See you there.
Bob Forrest

District Lay Leader
United Methodist Women

   The Charlottesville District UMW will have their Advent Prayer Breakfast on December 5, 2009 at Zion United Methodist Church at 9:30 AM.  Our guest speaker will be Karen Sandoval.   

    Plan to attend the World Federation of Methodist & Uniting Church Women, November 7, 9AM – 3 PM, at Wesley Memorial UMC, 1720 Mechanicsville Turnpike

Richmond, VA 23223.
For information /  questions concerning United Methodist Women contact Daphne Sandridge, District UMW President  434-973-3901 or daphne_5678@yahoo.com 
District Youth Rally


   Over 100 youth and adults from 13 district churches gathered on Sunday, August 30, 2009 at Ivy Creek UMC. The weather was beautiful and we enjoyed games, food, fellowship, music, worship and fun.  The music was provided by members of the Aldersgate UMC Praise Band from Charlottesville. Our speaker was Troy Henson from Stop Hunger Now.  For more information, check out www.stophungernow.org. 

   A Stop Hunger Now packaging event will be held at our February Retreat. We need to raise a minimum of $2500. At the Rally the youth were challenged to individually raise at least $15 and ask friends and
relatives to match that amount by January 31. In addition, the youth groups were challenged to raise awareness and money in their communities and then ask their home church to match what they raise. Our fundraising efforts got a kick-start at the rally with an offering of $247.89.  Thank you for your generosity!

District Youth Retreat  

   All district youth are invited to the District Youth Retreat at Westview on the James, February 26-28, 2010.  The theme is “N.O.W.” (No One Wanting). The focus scripture is John 6:35. The John Ivins Band from Richmond, Virginia will be leading worship and music. There will be an opportunity to participate in a Stop Hunger Now packaging event during the retreat.  We will also collect supplies for the Henry Fork Service Center. The cost of the retreat is $70 per person.  Registration is due by January 31, 2010. There is a $35.00 per
person nonrefundable deposit due with the registration.  The $35 balance may be paid at the retreat.  
  
Conference Youth Retreats and Dates:
   Middle School Fall Retreat, November 13-15, Eagle Eyrie in Lynchburg, VA.  $110 per participant 

   High School Fall Retreat, December 4-6, Eagle Eyrie in Lynchburg, VA.  $110 per participant 
For more information go to: www.vaumc.org/youth. 

United Methodist Men
   We are truly blessed to have Dr. Bryan Collier as our featured speaker at this year's Spiritual Retreat, November 6-8, at the UM Assembly Center in Blackstone. He is an energetic young preacher with a strong passion for the Lord who will be sharing God's Word with four sermons under the theme, The Measure of a Man.  Men keep coming back year-after-year to worship together, and to enjoy singing, Sharing Groups, and all-around fellowship with men who are seeking a stronger personal relationship with God.
   The 2009 Spiritual Retreat Registration and General Information brochure (PDF) has been published on the new Virginia Conference Website at  http://www.community.vaumc.org/netcommunity/UMMen -- located at the top of the page under the "MEN" logo.
20 UM’s Pack 5000 meals
   A team of 20 United Methodists helped bag and pack 5,000 meals for “Stop Hunger Now” at the Lynchburg warehouse.  Eleven represented Scottsville UMC and nine represented Emmanuel UMC in Amherst.

Clothing Collected for the People of Honduras

   Seven churches in Fluvanna County have reached out in love and generosity for the people of Honduras, the second poorest country in the Western Hemisphere. At a time when the poor people of this country are suffering even more due to the current crisis and economic actions, Pastor Glen Evans of  ‘Art For Humanity … redefining the art of helping the poor’, wrote, “The good news is God is providing help through people like you. Your efforts …have helped in a variety of ways. I want to thank you for the things you ….have done. Our mission here delivers not only much needed humanitarian aid, but just as important, it provides much needed hope. Your efforts to help us collect shoes, clothing, etc. is what makes it all possible.”

   The members of Byrd Chapel, Cunningham, New Bethel, Palmyra, Salem, Seay’s Chapel  and Wesley’s Chapel UMC generously collected enough clothing and shoes to fill Pastor Evans’ pickup truck to overflowing.  Coordinated by Cunningham UMC, much appreciation is extended to Salem UMC who graciously opened their church and provided space to collect the donations.  On a warm Sunday at the end of August, many Salem UMC members quickly helped the Evans load and secure their full pickup.  The clothes and shoes have been shipped to Honduras.  

Newsletter Deadline: November 17

Jan Richardson Leads "A Map to the Soul:  Exploring a Creative Faith"

   On Saturday, February 20, 2010 Jan Richardson will be hosted by the Wesley Foundation at UVA and Wesley Memorial UMC for a workshop-retreat (10am -4pm with lunch) and we invite you to participate.  Description and details are below and you may register for the event by going to:  http://www.doodle.com/nf9uad58ndbgwbpf

A Map to the Soul:  Exploring a Creative Faith

   The journey of faith gives us few maps. Though our way may seem chartless at times, the Christian tradition gives us rich wellsprings that help us find our path and sustain us as we travel. In story, art, and scripture, we find gifts that engage our imagination, speak to our soul, and help us navigate the terrain. We invite you to join us for a day that will offer a fresh, challenging, and creative look at our Christian faith. As we engage these wellsprings of story, art, and scripture, we will find new ways to reflect on our journey and to envision the path ahead.

   Our cartographer’s tools in this day of reflection will include writing, artwork, conversation in large and small groups, personal times of contemplation, worship, and experiences of the ancient art of lectio divina (sacred reading).      

   We welcome The Rev. Jan Richardson as our workshop leader.  She is an elder in the Florida Conference and serves as director of The Wellspring Studio, LLC, a ministry that incorporates her vocation as an artist, writer, and ordained minister in the United Methodist Church. A Florida native several generations over, Jan travels widely as a retreat and workshop leader. Her books include Sacred Journeys, Night Visions, and In Wisdom’s Path. She offers artful hospitality online at janrichardson.com and at her blog The Painted Prayerbook (paintedprayerbook.com).

We have 80 spaces available for the workshop so register and reserve your spot today.

Register by 1/20/10:  $75 ($15 for students)

Late registration:  $90 ($20 for students)

   Mail checks payable to “The Wesley Foundation” to:  Wesley Foundation, 1908 Lewis Mountain Road, Charlottesville VA 22903.  Your space is reserved and registration is complete upon receipt of your check.  Register at:  http://www.doodle.com/nf9uad58ndbgwbpf
   Jan Richardson’s visit is made possible by the Wesley Foundation, our United Methodist campus ministry at the University of Virginia, as part of our ongoing commitment to bring notable persons of faith to campus to explore themes of ecumenical/interfaith relations and the intersection of church and academy.  For more information, contact Deborah Lewis at 434-977-6500 or deborah@wesleyatuva.org        
Register at:  http://www.doodle.com/nf9uad58ndbgwbpf
   Mt. Zion UMC Holds Habitat for Humanity Fund Raiser 

   On October 18, at 6 PM on a Sunday evening, Mt. Zion UMC in Oak Park held a fund raiser in behalf of the Madison County Chapter of Habitat for Humanity. This event was in the form of a worship / drama called “I Can Still Hear the Singing” - Reflections on Camp Meeting and Community. At this event, the pastor, Rev. Alan Follett portrayed an old Methodist circuit rider who in a dramatic monologue reflects on the history and theology of the early 18th century camp meetings – and how, at their best, they helped people of that era transition from the solitariness of frontier and farm life to the benefits and responsibilities of community.
   This worship / drama event featured the bluegrass Gospel music of Jesse Jenkins and the Blue Valley Boys, a well known group from the area who performed many of the familiar camp meeting tunes. A combined choir, featuring several churches from the community, sang the classic African American spiritual Deep River.    
   Near the conclusion of what was a rousing time of congregational and choral singing, the “circuit rider” entered the sanctuary and began his reflections with these words, “I can still hear the singing… can you hear it too? That’s the sound of camp meeting breaking up and saying goodbye.”    

   In what is a ten to twelve minute monologue / message, the circuit rider takes the congregation through each step of camp meeting dynamics - from conviction to justification to sanctification – as the once unrepentant person is prepared to return home with a different understanding of his or her role in community.
   Both the worship/ drama format and the monologue came directly from a senior thesis that Rev. Follett completed ten years ago when he was a Religion major at what was then Mary Washington College in Fredericksburg.  At that time, he had requested that his thesis presentation be delivered in the form of a dramatic monologue; and since then, Rev. Follett has delivered this presentation over a dozen times – at homecomings, revivals, and fund raisers for various church related missions.   
   This event on October 18 attracted over one hundred people from about a dozen churches of various denominations and raised nearly $1500 for the local Habitat chapter.
   “While raising funds for a great cause like Habitat is certainly rewarding,” Follett observed, “what is most moving to me is to see the community increasingly coming together in a common cause and for the glory of God.” Rev. Follett is available to perform a version of this camp meeting event for churches in the District.    

Bi-District Training: November 21

Sound of Music fills Ivy Creek UMC
   On Saturday, November 7 at 6:30 PM, Elisabeth von Trapp, granddaughter of Maria and Baron von Trapp (who inspired the film The Sound of Music), will be performing a concert of sacred and secular music.  The cost is free.  It is first come first serve.  If you are interested in attending, please call Ivy Creek UMC at 973-4793 and reserve your free tickets NOW!  There will be a reception to follow in the Fellowship Hall.  At that time you will have an opportunity to speak with Ms. Von Trapp and purchase one of her CD’s if you like.  A love offering or donations will be accepted for her contribution to our community.
VIM Trip to Mozambique 
May 14-30, 2009

   The Winchester and Alexandria Districts of the UMC are leading a 16 member team to Chicuque, Mozambique next spring.  This team will have 2 major foci – an 8-member medical team led by Nancy Forrest, Winchester District superintendent’s wife who has led 7 previous medical VIM teams to Chicuque since 2005; and an 8-member construction team led by Molly Wilmarth and Mark Bradley from Annandale UMC.

   Plans for the ‘medical sub-team’ include sponsoring the ‘2nd Annual Medical Symposium’ at Chicuque Rural Hospital as well as working alongside medical missionary surgeon Dr. Eduardo Maia and his national colleague, Dr. Gideon Bahule at the 200-bed mission hospital. Highly sought specialists for the team are orthopods, obstetricians, general surgeons, surgical nurses, anesthesiologists, and a biomedical engineer (to help trouble shoot donated equipment issues at the hospital).

   Plans for the ‘construction sub-team’(while still not finalized) include assisting the local community in completing construction and renovation of seminary buildings in Cambine and/or a community health administrative facility adjacent to the hospital in Chicuque.

   Cost for the trip: $3200 per person and is all-inclusive (airfare, lodging, meals, transportation in country, and 3 day/2 night stop at Kruger National Park in South Africa) 

   Interested persons should contact Nancy Forrest, 540-409-6555 (cell) or Molly Wilmarth, 703-750-1375.

Westview Winter Camps


        Session 1: December 4-6 
        Session 2: December 11-13 
        For 7-15 year olds 
$105 for one session or $190 for both sessions.  
For more information go to www.westviewonthejames.org
A Word From the VA UM Foundation
   Even in a time of economic distress, there are persons who have the motivation and the resources to make special gifts. Unfortunately, most of our churches are not presenting these opportunities. There are always special opportunities for current gifts but, in this case, I’m speaking primarily about planned gifts, or deferred gifts, through bequests, life income vehicles such as charitable gift annuities or charitable trusts, or insurance. The Virginia United Methodist Foundation is available to assist you in presenting these opportunities and to assist individuals in planning and implementing such gifts. Call us at 1 800-768-6040, ext 120 or email at Foundation@vaumc.org if you wish to know more about these special opportunities for receiving new funding for ministry. 

Jim Bergdoll,  
The Virginia United Methodist Foundation

Volunteer Opportunities for the Holiday Season at UM Family Services
  

   UMFS serves children, youth, and families through Family CARE services, Treatment Foster Care, Adoption services, Intensive Treatment programs and School-based services. Some ways you can help this year are listed here:
     Secret Santa Program
     Holiday Party Treat Bags for Children and Teens
     Small Individual Gifts for Children and Teens
     Gift Bags for Resource Parents
     Gift Cards to Fast Food Restaurants
     Classroom/Cottage/Center Wish Lists
     Provide games/activities for one of the holiday 

parties.
     Holiday Party Sponsor: Provide a financial donation

 for one of the holiday parties.
   If you are interested in participating  or want more information, contact Linda Ray, Community Ministries Coordinator at 804-254-9692 or at lray@umfs.org. 

E-Tithe Through the Credit Union
   The Virginia United Methodist Credit Union has several options available that allows your church members to transfer their tithe straight from their account to your church’s VUMCU account. It makes for less money to count on Sundays and provides added convenience for your church office. Contact Adrienne Cummings for details at acummings@vumcu.org or call 866-657-0004.

    Membership at VUMCU is open to all churches, clergy, individual church members, organizations and agencies of the Virginia Conference. Deposits at VUMCU are federally insured by the NCUA.

Bishop Speaks at Clergy Spouse Retreat
   Bishop Charlene P. Kammerer will be the keynote speaker at the 2010 Clergy Spouse Retreat. The retreat will be held Thursday through Saturday, March 4 to 6, 2010, at the United Methodist Assembly Center in Blackstone, VA. The theme will be "Women of the Bible". A variety of interest groups will also be offered. Dress is casual. Come for an opportunity to make new friends, renew friendships, relax and have fun.  Registration information will be out in early January. The retreat
planning committee is chaired by Margaret Sisson and is sponsored by the Clergy Family Enrichment Committee of the Board of Ordained Ministry.
Creative Ideas for Thanksgiving 

by Daniel T. Benedict, Jr.
· Consider your community. Who is hungry? Who is lonely or alone for the holiday? Could your congregation or some of your people find ways to share the holiday's feasting and plenty? This may help your congregation get beyond boredom to a sense of reconnection with the root meaning of our true religion (see James 1:19-27). Not everyone in the congregation will be able or will want to engage in this kind of sharing and caring, but that does not need to stop those God is prompting to do it. 

· Invite people before or during worship to write down or talk in their households what they have experienced as gifts, blessings, or surprises during the last year. Find a way to "offer" these to God during Thanksgiving worship. People could name them at the offering, place them in an offering plate, or bring them to the altar table. 

· Create a visual expression of "thanksgiving" that represents your setting and community. If you live in a farming community, use some of the harvest to express plenty and "the good seed of the land." If you live in a manufacturing community, bring some of products that are useful in meeting human needs into the worship space. This affirms that what we do in daily life is a way we serve God and others; for that, we can be very grateful! 
· Look at the index on p. 938 in The United Methodist Hymnal under "Thanksgiving Day." 

· Check in The United Methodist Book of Worship, 416-418 for "Acts of Worship for Thanksgiving Eve, Day, or Sunday." See also 76-77, the "Great Thanksgiving Prayer"for Thanksgiving Evening or Day. 

From gbod.org/worship
The United Methodist Church
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DISTRICT CALENDAR

November 6-8
UMMen Spiritual Retreat at Blackstone


November 17
District Newsletter Deadline


November 21
Bi-District Training, 9:30-2:30 PM, Main Street UMC, Waynesboro


December 3
District Clergy Dinner, 6:30 PM, Zion UMC, 1674 Zion Road, Troy  22974

December 4-5 
LARCUM Conference at Aldersgate UMC, 1500 E. Rio Rd, Charlottsville 22901


December 5 
UMW Prayer Breakfast at Zion UMC


February 6
District Academy, 9:30 AM, Aldersgate UMC, 1500 E. Rio Rd, Charlottsville 22901


March 6
District Academy, 9:30 AM, Aldersgate UMC, 1500 E. Rio Rd, Charlottesville 22901


April 25

District Conference, 3:00 PM, Aldersgate UMC, 1500 E. Rio Rd, Charlottesville 22901
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