THE AMBASSADOR  
“So we are ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through us. 

We beseech you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God (2 Corinthians 5:20).”
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All Things New: Intentional Faith Development
  The United Methodist Church defines its mission as making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. And declares that local churches provide the most significant arena through which disciple-making occurs.  (¶ 120, The Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church 2008)

   How did Jesus make disciples?  How is your church making disciples?

   More often than not, we welcome people into our churches, invite persons to join a Sunday School class or small group, ask them to take a leadership position, and assume that they have been given all of the tools and opportunities to mature in a relationship with Jesus Christ.  Honestly, how is it with your soul?  Do you yearn for a deeper relationship with the Holy?  Do you have a place to share your joys and your questions?

   Discipleship happens through the grace of God.  The church is called to be the community where persons have freedom and direction for exploring the call of God upon their lives along with support and accountability for transformational living. 
  The second year of our District Academy Don Glover and Claudia Lavy will be our resource leaders as they guide congregational leaders and pastors through a process of discerning an intentional faith development pathway for their congregation.  This is NOT a program.  It is an invitation to be more intentional about the way we are making disciples of Jesus Christ in our local churches.

  Deepening your Effectiveness: Restructuring the Local Church for Life Transformation will be our text.  A copy of this book, authored by Don and Claudia, was given to each pastor and local congregation at District Conference.  

  The dates of our 2009 – 2010 District Academy are:

    *October 10th
        *February 6th
         *March 6th 

  Each session will be held at Aldersgate UMC in Charlottesville.  There is no cost to persons on the Charlottesville District.  Lay and clergy completing the 3 sessions of the District Academy and a workshop at the Bi-District Leadership Training event on November 21st will be recognized at the Spring District Conference on April 25th.  Continuing education units are available.
Registration begins at 9:30.  Gathering and announcements will be made at 9:50 and the workshops will promptly begin at 10:00 AM and end at noon.  Child-care is provided.
  Questions?  Contact the District Office (434) 977-4254.

Stewardship Workshops

The Charlottesville District offers three opportunities to attend a Stewardship workshop, designed to equip and empower clergy and laity with practical skills and principles that can be transformational in the financial stewardship of any local church. Everyone is invited to this workshop, but pastors and stewardship / finance leaders are especially encouraged to attend. To register:

www.vaumc.org home page; click on list of workshops; select date and click to register. 

Monday, Oct. 19, 7-9 p.m., Hopewell UMC, Lignum
Tuesday, Oct. 20, 7-9 p.m., Emmanuel UMC, Amherst
Wednesday, Oct. 21, 7-9 p.m., Aldersgate UMC, 
                                                                Charlottesville

District Conference
Feeds 10,000
At the Charlottesville District Conference on September 13th, 10,000 meals were packaged by the participants for Stop Hunger Now.  Each meal costs $0.25 to prepare and deliver.  A total of $802.25 collected in the District Conference offering (including money received since September 13th), along with $1,697.75 from the District Common Table and your joyful support/participation will share the love of Christ with those who hunger.  A special word of appreciation is given to the children and youth and their enthusiasm for this mission project.  
District Conference Elects
At-Large Delegates

The following persons (in order of election) were elected as At-Large Delegates to the 2010 Virginia Annual Conference: Frank Lasley, Anthony Moyers, Jim Garwood, Marion Shaeffer, Sue Wells, Pat Cutright, Nancy Palmer, James Wells, Larry Baker, Betty Baker, Kim Moyers, Joyce Black, Janine Desrochers, Susan Fletcher, Madeline Mulford, Amy Moyers.  Young adult representatives: Joshua Orndorff and Kimberly Rowley.  Youth delegates: Rebecca LeFon and Macon Rowley.
Alternates: Katie Williams (youth) and Evan Baines (youth).
Lay Leadership Training &

Lay Speaker Training

 

   The final Lay Ministries Training will be offered at Amherst UMC October 17 and 18 at Emmanuel UMC.  
 Basic: Lay Speaking Ministries Learning & Leading
Instructor: TBA

Cost:  $15.00

Advanced:  The Bible for Lay Ministers

Instructor: Rev. Debbie Powell; 
Cost:  $25.00

 

   Registration Deadline One Week prior to the class you wish to attend! ! !   Advanced registration is requested so that students can complete workbook projects prior to class.  All classes are ten hours.  Fees cover books and lunch.  Classes are from 9AM to 5PM on Saturdays and 2PM to 5:00PM on Sundays.
   Send complete contact information, home church, name and location of class you wish to attend, and a check made out to “Charlottesville District UMC” to: 
 


District Director of Lay Speaking Ministries


PO Box 702


Amherst, VA 24521-0702
United Methodist Men
   We are truly blessed to have Dr. Bryan Collier as our featured speaker at this year's Spiritual Retreat, November 6-8, at the UM Assembly Center in Blackstone. He is an energetic young preacher with a strong passion for the Lord who will be sharing God's Word with four sermons under the theme, The Measure of a Man.  Men keep coming back year-after-year to worship together, and to enjoy singing, Sharing Groups, and all-around fellowship with men who are seeking a stronger personal relationship with God.
   The 2009 Spiritual Retreat Registration and General Information brochure (PDF) has been published on the new Virginia Conference Website at  http://www.community.vaumc.org/netcommunity/UMMen -- located at the top of the page under the "MEN" logo.
Curious about United Methodist Men?
Contact Dave Bean, 540.718.2752 or Jerry Lawson, 540.937.4990 for a Chartering Package or schedule a speaking team to come to your Church.
United Methodist Women

The Charlottesville District UMW will have their Advent Prayer Breakfast on December 5, 2009 at Zion United Methodist Church at 9:30 am.    Our guest speaker will be Karen Sandoval.   

 

The 37th Annual Meeting of the VA Conference United Methodist Women is set for October 24-25 at the VA United Methodist Assembly Center, Blackstone.  Julie Taylor, Executive Secretary for children, youth, and family, United Methodist Building, Washington, DC is the guest speaker for the weekend.  Register by October 9. 

 

Plan to attend the World Federation of Methodist & Uniting Church Women, November 7, 9AM – 3 PM, at Wesley Memorial UMC, 1720 Mechanicsville Turnpike

Richmond, VA 23223.
 

For information or questions concerning United Methodist Women contact Daphne Sandridge, District UMW President  434-973-3901 or email daphne_5678@yahoo.com
Westview on the James
 

 Family Fun Camp: October 24, 2009, $25 per person (Children 5 & under free) – Fun for the whole family! Bring your children and let them show you what camp is all about. Try your hand at archery, attempt the climbing wall, make a fun camp crafts, hike the beautiful trails, worship around a campfire and share in delicious s’mores. 

Call or email the camp office at 804-457-4210 or wvretreats@hughes.net or check the website at www.westviewonthejames.org for more information.
Pumpkin Patch Coming

to Wesley Memorial UMC

   WMUMC will be having its third Pumpkin Patch on the church lawn at Emmet Street and Thomson Road from October 17 through October 31, benefitting the Wesley Community Child Care Center, a program ministry of the church.

   Hundreds of pumpkins of all shapes and sizes will be for sale from 10 AM to dusk, with prices ranging from $ .50 to $ 20.00, based on size.  There will also be assorted gourds and Indian Corn, and activities for children are being planned.

   These pumpkins come from Native American farmers in the Four Corners region of New Mexico who receive 60-75% of the gross receipts.  Churches throughout the country participate in these Pumpkin Patch fund raisers, and WMUMC is the only one in this area.  Prices are higher than those found in grocery stores and other locations, but the quality is good and the proceeds support worthy mission activities.

   For further information, including scheduling pre-school visits and volunteering, call WCCCC at 434-296-5204 or Sue Lewis at 434-295-1485. 

Sound of Music fills Ivy Creek UMC
   On Saturday, November 7 at 6:30 PM, Elisabeth von Trapp, granddaughter of Maria and Baron von Trapp (who inspired the film The Sound of Music), will be performing a concert of sacred and secular music.  She has performed all over the world and will be conducting a United Methodist Church Performance tour in Virginia during the fall of 2009.  We are fortunate to be the only church she will visit in the Charlottesville area.  The cost is free.  It is first come first serve.  If you are interested in attending, please call Ivy Creek UMC at 973-4793 and reserve your free tickets NOW!  There will be a reception to follow in the Fellowship Hall.  At that time you will have an opportunity to speak with Ms. Von Trapp and purchase one of her CD’s if you like.  A love offering or donations will be accepted for her contribution to our community.
Newsletter Deadline: October 17

Batesville Charge in Mission

   A "Stop Hunger Now Packaging Event" at Mt. Olivet UMC (North Garden) took place Sunday, Sept. 27.  The churches of the Batesville Charge and friends poured, mixed, weighed, sealed and packed 30,000 meals!  All who participated in this tremendous event gave great effort and expended much energy.  The participants left feeling inspired, blessed and tired.  This event required considerable effort months before the vent as we worked together to raise the necessary funds to finance this mission event.  For our efforts hungry people will be fed and we have been brought closer to God and each other.
Bi-District Training
November 21st

Register Now: http://CharlottesvilleDistrictUMC.org 
Mt. Zion Hosts Acclaimed Singers

   On Tuesday evening, September 22, nearly two hundred people from both Madison County and from as faraway as Richmond filled the pews at Mt. Zion UMC in Oak Park to hear the music of Lyra – a group of acclaimed singers from the St. Petersburg Conservatory in Russia.  
   Lyra is a group of over two dozen highly trained singers who perform a mixture of sacred and secular in churches in Russia, Western Europe, and the United States. A group of four to five musicians perform together on tour. This year at Mt. Zion, Lyra consisted of five singers: Oleg Troflimov (tenor), Anna Makarenko (tenor), Segey Tupitsyn (tenor and spokeperson), Olga Guseva (mezza soprano), and Oleg Radchenko (bass). Most of their music is performed a capella. 

   In a concert that lasted nearly two hours with only one intermission, Lyra presented a mixture of selections from the Russian Orthodox worship liturgy, from classical composers, and from Russian folk music. Alternating between formal wear and Russian folk costumes, Lyra captivated a filled-to capacity sanctuary of people, some of whom had heard Lyra before and some for whom this was a new experience. Several times, the crowd rose to their feet to give Lyra a standing ovation. 

   One delightful surprise of the evening was the comic dimensions of the tenor Oleg Troflimov, who broadly acted out many of the solos that he performed. His interaction with the people in the pews further cemented the relationship that Lyra has with its audiences; and his comic timing was a memorable part of the evening.     

   Mt. Zion has hosted Lyra for seven consecutive years; and they plan to continue hosting Lyra as long as they will come to this part of the United States. Last night, there were in attendance members and clergy from several churches of many denominations in the Madison County area, all of whom expressed their delight in experiencing this rare treat of hearing Russian vocal music performed at such a high level. A free will offering was taken to further support Lyra’s ability to perform in this country. For further information about Lyra, you may visit their website at www.lyra-online.org. 

Scottsville Goes Gleaning

   Ten persons from Scottsville UMC went on a Harvest of Hope gleaning weekend Friday Sept. 25- Sunday Sept. 27.  They gleaned apples near Fincastle Virginia.   Also, on Oct. 3rd, a group will be going to Lynchburg to participate in "Operation Sharehouse" at the warehouse there.
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DISTRICT CALENDAR

October 3
District UMW meeting, Hinton Ave UMC, 750 Hinton Ave, Charlottesville 22902

October 10
District Academy, 9:30 AM, Aldersgate UMC, 1500 E. Rio Rd Charlottesville 22901

October 19
Stewardship Workshop, 7-9 PM, Hopewell UMC, 23557 Lignum Rd, Lignum 22726


October 20         District Clergy Meeting, 10 AM, Aldersgate UMC, 1500 E. Rio Rd, Charlottesville 22901

October 20 
Stewardship Workshop, 7-9 PM, Emmanuel UMC, 401 N. Main St, Amherst 24521

October 21
Stewardship Workshop, 7-9 PM, Aldersgate UMC, 1500 E. Rio Rd Charlottesville 22901


November 21
Bi-District Training, 9:30-2:30 PM, Main Street UMC, Waynesboro


February 6
District Academy, 9:30 AM, Aldersgate UMC, 1500 E. Rio Rd, Charlottsville 22901


March 6
District Academy, 9:30 AM, Aldersgate UMC, 1500 E. Rio Rd, Charlottesville 22901


April 25

District Conference, 3:00 PM, Aldersgate UMC, 1500 E. Rio Rd, Charlottesville 22901
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