THE AMBASSADOR  
“So we are ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through us. 

We beseech you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God (2 Corinthians 5:20).”
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5 Talent Academy

   Congregations across the Virginia Annual Conference are being invited, through ALL THINGS NEW to discern “next steps” in mission and ministry.  The parable of the talents in Matthew 25 is a reminder that our churches are gifts from God.  We are called to share the Good News and make disciples of Jesus Christ—multiplying the talents (gifts).  We are not to bury or “protect” our mission and ministry.  While ALL THINGS NEW is a movement to start 250 new faith communities in the next 30 years in the Virginia Annual Conference, it is also an invitation to our current faith communities to live into new ways of multiplying our mission and ministry.
Five goals of the 5 Talent Academy challenge United Methodists to be faithful, fruitful servants and are guided by our Wesleyan values.

1. Ministry with the Poor: 10% of annual operational giving supports ministry with the poor.

2. Worship: 5% annual increase in average worship attendance.

3. Faith Development: Small Group participation represents 50% of average worship attendance.

4. Stewardship: 10% annual increase in giving.

5. Evangelism: Professions of faith represent 10% of average worship attendance.
In addition, each participating congregation will be asked to prayerfully pursue a plan to plant or partner in planting a new faith community within five years.

Each goal will be focused on one at a time.  Churches will brainstorm with other congregations and resources will be available through the conference to help every sized congregation reach its goal(s).  The first teaching event will be led by Tony and Bart Campolo.  

Go to the conference website, www.vaumc.org,  on the right-hand side of the home page, click on the link, “Large, motivated crowd participates in kickoff of Five Talent Academy.”  There you will find a power-point presentation to share with your congregation and information on the Academy.  Congregations will have an opportunity to enter into the covenant at Annual Conference and each June and November.  A DVD of the kickoff event is available from the District Office.

No one has ever seen God;

if we love one another, God lives in us, and his love

   Is perfected in us.              [I John 4:12]

Charlottesville District Academy
Completes First Year

On April 19th at District Conference, nineteen lay and clergy completing all four sessions of our District Academy: Radical Hospitality were recognized.  The 2009-2010 District Academy will focus on Intentional Faith Development.  Dates will be announced in a future edition of The Ambassador.

Annual District Academy themes are anchored in “Five Practices of Fruitful Congregations” by Robert Schnase.  Congregations and pastors received copies of this book and several congregations have used the book for study and discussion.  It has been exciting to see the changes that have resulted.  The five practices of fruitful congregations are:
1. Radical hospitality

2. Passionate worship

3. Intentional faith-development

4. Risk-taking mission and service

5. Extravagant generosity

While the District Academy and the 5 Talent Academy are two different resources for congregations, they complement each other.  Congregations can easily participate in both.  
Radical hospitality was highlighted this past year. Participants were given resources to become welcoming congregations, share faith, and understand the relationship of conflict and change in the local church.  According to the 2008 statistics that were reported, three churches on the district had professions of faith that represented 10% of the average worship attendance: Sperryville, Walker’s, and Westover!  39 of the 78 congregations on the district reported at least one profession of faith in 2008.  These congregations met one of the goals of the 5 Talent Academy!
Nineteen congregations reported receiving new members equaling at least 10% of the average worship attendance: First, Culpeper, Zion, Crozet, Stanardsville, Bethlehem (Nelson), Amissville, Sperryville, Walker’s, Mt. Pleasant (Louisa), Salem (Fluvanna), Mt. Horeb (Amherst), Richardsville, Trinity (North Garden), Mt. Horeb (Louisa), Binghams, Mt. Zion, and Westover.

On May 31st, the Church celebrates Pentecost.  How is the Holy Spirit moving your congregation to share the Good News?
Laity Banquet Tickets
   The Virginia Annual Conference Laity Banquet will be held on Monday, June 15 at the Marriott Waterside Hotel from 5:00-7:00 PM.  The Speaker will be Rev. Anne Burkholder, PhD, Associate Dean of Methodist Studies at Candler School of Theology in Atlanta.  Tickets are $26.00 each.  If you would like tickets, please send a check to Bob Forrest along with a stamped, self-addressed envelope and he will send your tickets to you. Bob’s address is: Bob Forrest, 1987 Bentivar Farm Rd, Charlottesville, 22911 Please contact him with any questions, 434-974-6650.  

United Methodist Women

   UMW Day at Ferrum College is June 6, 2009.  There will be Praise and Worship, lunch, and entertainment (the play "Wedding Belles").  Register by May 23.  The cost is $12.  Make checks payable to:  Ferrum College, Dean of Chapel, P.O. Box 2390, Ferrum, Va 24088

   The Virginia Annual Conference UMW Prayer Breakfast is June 16 at 7 AM at The Norfolk Plaza Hotel.  The cost is $14 for the buffet breakfast.  To purchase tickets please contact Daphne Sandridge, UMW Pres. by May 22. 973-3901 or daphne_5678@yahoo.com 
School of Christian Mission

   Mark your calendars now for the 2009 VA Conference School of Christian Mission. This year's studies include "Giving Our Hearts Away: Native American Studies," "Food and Faith," and "The Beauty and Courage of Sudan." The dates are July 24-26 and 27-30, 2009. Register soon as the weekend fills up early!  

   This year's youth study will be “Food and Faith.” Youth can choose to come for either the weekend or week session. This is a group that is growing each year so you are encouraged make a reservation as soon as possible.

  We are especially blessed this year to have as our guest lecturer Mr. Angelo Maker, one of the Lost Boys of the Sudan. This is going to be a highlight of the school that you will want to promote in your local congregation.

  Never attended the School of Christian Mission? Then contact Ms. Pat Owens about scholarships we have for first-time attendees, including first time clergy. Pat can be reached at 757-464-5565 or at patowens2@cox.net.

   Individuals wishing to register on-line for the School should go to School of Christian Mission under the Mission Office at www.vaumc.org .

   If you would like to learn more about this year's School of Christian Mission feel free to contact the Mission Office at the Virginia Conference, your local District Mission Coordinator, or your District UMW Education & Interpretation representative.   Our MIT Representative is Joan Wasserott. Contact her at 589-3669 or email: joanwasserott@comcast.net

UMMen News
   On April 4, 2009, the Charlottesville District UMM met for their 2nd Annual Gathering, hosted by Ivy Creek UMC. The Satellite 29 Praise Band from Culpeper UMC, led us in music, and Larry Burian, President Virginia Conference UMMen, was our guest speaker, giving an inspirational message called, “Where Are the Men?”   Rev. Dr. Brenda Biler, Charlottesville District Superintendent, was also in attendance and installed our newly elected officers into their positions and charged the officers to trust in Jesus Christ and let Him be our leader.  Then Rev. Dr. Biler and Rev. Jim Thornton, Pastor Ivy Creek UMC, closed the gathering by serving Holy Communion. 
   During the annual business meeting, David Bean, President of the Charlottesville District UMM, reported that the District now has 22 Chartered Fellowships, which is a great improvement from 2006 when there was only 6 Chartered Fellowships. However, there are a total of 54 Charges on the Charlottesville District, making room for more growth within the District.  The business meeting was concluded with the nomination and election of the District UMM Leadership for the term beginning on July 1, 2009 through June 30, 2010. 


President:  David Bean, Culpeper UMC 
Vice-President, Spiritual Life: Todd Hoar, Scottsville 

Vice President, Membership Development:  Butch Mills,    


Culpeper UMC 
Secretary:  Jerry Lawson, Jeffersonton UMC 
Treasurer:  Dave Watt, Woodland UMC 
Chaplain:  Larry Baker, Mt. Zion UMC 
    
  Scott Fellows, Culpeper UMC is the new Charlottesville District's Scouting Coordinator.  Anyone having any questions concerning scouting should contact Scott at 540-718-3266, or at scout198@yahoo.com.  The District UMM would like to express their deep appreciation and thanks for the hard work the outgoing Scouting Coordinator, Terry Hope has done for Scouting, within the district. Thank you Terry for all you have done for the many sacrifices and labors you have done for all the scouts within the Charlottesville District. 
   In addition, Al Tilson, Mineral UMC, was appointed as the Prayer Advocate; Bill Crosley, Jeffersonton UMC, was appointed as, All God’s Children Advocate; and Skeeter Ramey, Nelson UMC, as Hunger Advocate for the 2009-2010 term.
Curious about United Methodist Men?
Contact Dave Bean, 540.718.2752 or Jerry Lawson, 540.937.4990 for a Chartering Package or schedule a speaking team to come to your Church.
Newsletter Deadline:  May 20
All Things New

   As the Virginia Conference moves forward with our strategic vision, All Things New, we are invited as church leaders to lead the visioning and revitalization of our local churches.  On May 16, Rev. Greg Langston will lead a workshop equipping leaders for more effective ministry.  The program will be held at Verona UMC, 406 Lee Hwy (Rt 11), Verona, VA.  The schedule begins at 8:30 AM and lasts until 4:00 PM.  Cost is $10.00 and includes materials and lunch.  For more information, please contact Bob Forrest, 974-6650.
We Love You, Linda!
   The Charlottesville District Clergy honored Linda Truslow with a beautiful potted Gerbera Daisy for Administrative Professional's Day.  Linda, we appreciate all you do for our district!

District Youth News

Upcoming District Events:

· Youth Rally at Ivy Creek UMC, August 30, 2009 

Upcoming Conference Events:

· Awakening,  June 26-27, 2009  

· YAC July 31 – August 2, Blackstone, $110 per participant.  This is a great opportunity for training and planning for your youth group. 

For more information on these and other conference events, go to www.vaumc.org/youth. 

May Is Asian Pacific American 
Heritage Month
   The month of May is designated in The United Methodist Church as Asian Pacific American Heritage Month. It would be especially appropriate at this time to celebrate the contributions of Asian and Pacific Americans by using some of the resources in The United Methodist Hymnal, The Faith We Sing, and The Book of Worship.  Find a complete listing of appropriate hymns at www.gbod.org/worship .

Bishop’s Trip to Oberammergau

   Join Bishop Charlene Kammerer for a nine day trip to Europe departing New York on June 22, 2010.  The tour will include stops in Innsbruck, Salzburg, a train trip through the Brenner Pass and the joy of the Passion Play itself. The cost from New York is $2998.  Brochures are available.  For additional information, please contact Bob Forrest at proffitva@netzero.com or 434-974-6650
Celebrating Pentecost in the Home
   (The following ideas come from an article by MaryJane Pierce Norton,  Associate General Secretary for Discipleship Ministries at the General Board of Discipleship.)
   While we celebrate Christmas and Easter in our homes, many Christian families do not celebrate Pentecost. Here are some ideas to help your family remember how the church began:

· Read together Acts 2:1-40. Ask each family member to tell of one thing he or she will try to remember from the Scripture reading.

· Make a Pentecost cake to celebrate the birth of the church. Tint icing red and decorate. Place candles in clusters to symbolize the flames.

· Enjoy wind activities together. Make and fly a kite. Sit outside at dusk and feel the wind on your faces. 

· Visit an older member of your church. Ask your church friend to tell you about memories of how your church started, of memories of Sunday school, and of memories of people who were important to his or her faith formation.

· Decorate your home by making red banners, posters, or pictures. 

Money Management Counseling

   UMC members who are experiencing financial difficulties should know that membership at the Virginia United Methodist Credit Union entitles them to money management counseling from our partners at Accel Members Financial Counseling. Our members can receive free, confidential guidance regarding their personal finances. Members are able to utilize this service by phone from their home and it comes at no cost because it is paid for by the credit union.

      Accel offers financial guidance on a number of topics including:  
· Debt Management Plans(DMP) - for those having difficulty paying bills or staying current on their debt obligations.

· Family Spending Plans - guidance in creating a budget and tracking the progress.

· Credit Report Review - counselors assist members in understanding their credit report and educating the member on improving their score.

· Housing Counseling- HUD certified counselors work with members who may be behind on their mortgage and looking for options.

 Membership at the Virginia United Methodist Credit Union is open to all church members, clergy, churches, organizations and agencies of the Virginia Conference. If you have church members that could benefit from this service, have them contact us at 866-657-0004 for details on becoming a VUMCU member.
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DISTRICT CALENDAR
May 1-3
Confirmation Retreat, Westview

May 1-3
UMW Spiritual Life Retreat, Blackstone

May 13

District Common Table at Aldersgate UMC, 7 PM

May 16

New and Emerging Leader Training, Verona UMC, 9-4
June 7

District Stewards Annual Meeting, Aldersgate UMC, 2:00 PM

June 7

Annual Conference Orientation, Aldersgate UMC, 3:00 PM
June 14-17
Annual Conference, Norfolk Scope
June 26-27
Awakening 2009
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