THE AMBASSADOR  
“So we are ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through us. 

We beseech you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God (2 Corinthians 5:20).”
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Saying, “Good-bye”

   As United Methodists we have a long tradition of pastors “on the move”.  While we may no longer ride a circuit on horseback, as local pastors (provisional members) and elders in the church, we covenant to preach the gospel, administer the sacraments, and order the life of the church for service in mission and ministry (¶ 340). Ours is a “sent”, not a “called” ministry.  Pastors go where the bishop sends (appoints).  As a pastor, I share with congregations that, like Abram and Sarai, my call is to go where I am sent and the congregation’s call is to receive the one who has been sent, believing that God is bringing us together for a season to discover one another’s gifts and together be a vital witness of Christ in the community and world.  In our relationships with one another, we are uniquely equipped for a witness that cannot be duplicated.  Ministry is hard work and often calls us (lay and clergy) to do things we have never tried before.  Together we are given opportunities to celebrate triumphs and cry tears that others may not see or understand.  As we strive to “know God”, we discover that we are learning more about ourselves and one another.  Often this ministry results in close ties between a pastor and members of a congregation.

   Before we know it, it’s “Moving Day”, July 1st this year, the day (actually a week) when United Methodist pastors all across the 18 districts of the Virginia Conference will move from one beloved community to another.  Just think, usually between 150-250 pastors and their families pack, move to new a community and begin the process of connecting, starting relationships, risking new ways of sharing Christian discipleship.  To foster this new relationship between the pastor and congregation, to truly experience the fullness of God’s blessing together, requires the pastor to focus completely with the congregation(s) s/he is called to serve.  The relationship between congregants and a pastor is real and a sacred trust.  When a pastor is no longer appointed to serve as pastor to a congregation, s/he must refer former members to their current pastor.  Weddings, funerals, homecomings, and other celebrations are to be planned with the pastor under current appointment to the congregation. 

   Our itinerant system can serve as a reminder that each day and encounter is an opportunity to share Christ and to grow in God’s love.  May our congregations be places of welcome and Spiritual formation transforming our lives, our communities and the world.







Brenda


Did You Know?

2008 Charlottesville District Statistics

· There are 78 churches on the Charlottesville District with 14,000 members.

· Of the 447 new members received, 186 were by profession of faith.

· Reported 2008 Average Worship Attendance

· 22 churches reporting  25 or fewer

· 22 churches reporting 26-50

· 21 churches reporting 51-99

· 13 churches reporting 100 and above

· Churches on the Charlottesville District paid nearly $1.1 million in Conference apportionments.  96.45% of our apportioned share for the ministries of The United Methodist Church was met.  The unmet apportionments totaled approximately $41,000 from 5 congregations.

· Second-mile giving to the Annual Conference was more than $76,600.  This includes support of missionaries, the annual conference offering, and Nothing But Nets.

· As of April 15th, 21 churches have already paid 2009 District Apportionments in full.

Paran Preschool Registration
   Paran Preschool, a mission outreach of the Charlottesville District, announces that registration is open for September enrollment.  Classes are available 9 AM till noon, 2 or 3 days a week, for children ages 3-5.  The preschool is located at 5145 Dickerson Road, Charlottesville, VA.  Call Linell Byers, preschool director, for more information or to schedule a visit. (434-973-7267 or 434-960-3270)
Auditor Needed
   The Charlottesville District is seeking bids for conducting audit(s), utilizing generally accepted accounting principles.  Inquires/bids should be sent to the district office at Charlottesvilledistrict@vaumc.org.  Deadline for submitting a bid is June 30, 2009.

Laity Banquet Tickets
   The Virginia Annual Conference Laity Banquet will be held on Monday, June 15 at the Marriott Waterside Hotel from 5:00-7:00 PM.  The Speaker will be Rev. Anne Burkholder, PhD, Associate Dean of Methodist Studies at Candler School of Theology in Atlanta.  Tickets are $26.00 each.  If you would like tickets, please send a check to Bob Forrest along with a stamped, self-addressed envelope and he will send your tickets to you. Bob’s address is: Bob Forrest, 1987 Bentivar Farm Rd, Charlottesville, 22911 Please contact him with any questions, 434-974-6650.  

School of Christian Mission

   Mark your calendars now for the 2009 VA Conference School of Christian Mission. This year's study's include "Giving Our Hearts Away: Native American Studies," "Food and Faith," and "The Beauty and Courage of Sudan." The dates are July 24-26 and 27-30, 2009. The weekend fills up early so you need to register ASAP if you want to be included in the weekend session. 

   This year's youth study will be “Food and Faith.” Youth can choose to come for either the weekend or week session. This is a group that is growing each year so you are encouraged make a reservation as soon as possible.

  We are especially blessed this year to have as our guest lecturer Mr. Angelo Maker, one of the Lost Boys of the Sudan. This is going to be a highlight of the school that you will want to promote in your local congregation. 

  Never attended the School of Christian Mission? Then you need to contact Ms. Pat Owens about scholarships we have for first-time attendees, including first time clergy. Pat can be reached at 757-464-5565 or at patowens2@cox.net.

   Individuals wishing to register on-line for the School should go to School of Christian Mission under the Mission Office at www.vaumc.org .

   If you would like to learn more about this year's School of Christian Mission feel free to contact the Mission Office at the Virginia Conference, your local District Mission Coordinator, or your District UMW Education & Interpretation representative.

   Our MIT Representative is Joan Wasserott. Contact her at 589-3669 or email: joanwasserott@comcast.net
Bishop’s Trip to Oberammergau

   Join Bishop Charlene Kammerer for a nine day trip to Europe departing New York on June 22, 2010.  The tour will include stops in Innsbruck, Salzburg, a train trip through the Brenner Pass and the joy of the Passion Play itself. The cost from New York is $2998.  Brochures are available.  For additional information, please contact Bob Forrest at proffitva@netzero.com or 434-974-6650
Check-list for Annual Conference

Clergy and Lay delegates are reminded to bring the following items to Annual Conference:  

· conference offering  

· book of reports 

· downloads from Conference Website 

· 5 Talent Academy Covenant 

· Kits for Conference 

· water (6-8 ounces) collected from a stream near your church for an outdoor exhibit, “Baptismal Waters of the Chesapeake”  
· 4 Cans 4 Conference:  (Each conference delegate is asked to bring a can of fish or meat, one can of veggies or fruit; one can of soup or stew; and one can with a pop-top that has something good to eat inside.  With 2,500 attending conference, this will add up to 10,000 cans!  All food collected, hopefully 5 tons, will be given to the Southeastern Virginia Food Bank.)

Pastoral Counseling at Two Locations

By Rocky Shoemaker

   Greetings!  I am providing pastoral counseling for the churches and communities of the Charlottesville District, and am currently working out of offices at Wesley Memorial UMC and Culpeper UMC.  My background, before my ministry, was in special education and family systems.  My MDiv is from Wesley Theological Seminary, with an emphasis in Pastoral Care and Counseling, and my clinical training and internship was from the Institute of Pastoral Psychotherapy in Oakton, VA.  I look forward to sharing ministry with you and the folks in your congregations.  Contact: Rev. Rochelle Shoemaker at 703-517-2446 or revrocky@yahoo.com
   FYI – Pastoral counseling is a specialized ministry that combines theological foundations and psychological insights to provide support, growth, healing and reconciliation for individuals, children, couples and families.  It compliments the ministry of pastoral care, and often begins with a referral from the minister when the recommended limits of pastoral care have been reached.  Pastoral counseling seeks to respond to the “deep needs of persons---to the places in their lives where they hurt and hope, curse and pray, hunger for meaning and thirst for significant relationships.  Thus, counseling is an instrument of continuing renewal through reconciliation, helping to heal our estrangement from ourselves and our families, from other church members, from those outside the church, and from an enlivening, growing relationship with God.”  (Howard Clinebell, Basic Types of Pastoral Care & Counseling)

Newsletter Deadline: June 24
Cunningham United Methodist Men:  Making Youth a Priority

   In early 2007 a small group of men and their minister ate lunch after finishing a project at church.  It was a spontaneous get-together at a local Fluvanna County restaurant that continued once a month until Pastor Emerson Shelton suggested they form a United Methodist Men’s chapter.  With volunteers for president and treasurer, the informal lunch group soon became known as the Cunningham UMMen.
   The purpose of UMMen is to declare the centrality of Christ in every man’s life. These men are called to model the servant leadership of Jesus Christ.  Our group spent a great deal of time discussing this servant role and the current climate of our community.  As a result, we came to the conclusion to make the youth of our community a priority.  It was a simple statement with far-reaching implications.  

   Some men in the community have unfortunately taken a back seat in the lives of their children for many reasons.  They are so busy with their careers that they don’t seem to have time to be role models.  Many men are so inundated with other responsibilities that they do not fulfill their most important role, that of father.  Kids look to sports heroes or other media figures for inspiration.  At Cunningham we believe that we can bring families closer together by funding outside activities.  We can lighten the burden on these fathers and mothers and allow them to enjoy the interaction that they need with their families.  Also, through economic seminars and other workshops, we would like to help young families cope with money problems that can be the source of worry and friction.

   The implications of our commitment don’t stop there.  We want to engage the youth of our community in meaningful programs that draw them into discipleship with Jesus Christ.  We will try to send representatives from our youth to conferences and meetings so that they will feel a part of something larger than themselves.  We have sponsored many activities for our young people since our group began in May 2007.  They include: an annual tubing trip down the James River, an ice skating party, a Halloween night movie at the parsonage, and sponsorship of several young people to weekend events and summer camp at Westview-on-the James.

   Our UMM group sells coupon books, splits and delivers firewood, sells food at church events, and accepts donations to help cover the costs.  We are currently planning a workday at Camp Westview-on-the James with the members of the UMM group from Wellborn United Methodist Church in Richmond to help get the camp ready for summer.  This partnership and exchange of ideas with another UMM group has proven to be a catalyst for both groups.    

   It is perhaps a cliché to say that the youth are our future, but it is so true!  The youth are not only our future, but also the present and the past.  Every man in our group had the good fortune to have a positive male role model.  For most, it was a father.  What a blessing!  The past becomes the future as we cast our nets and our influence so that the future of these young men and women will be as filled with hope and love as ours was.  
Curious about United Methodist Men?
Contact Dave Bean, 540.718.2752 or Jerry Lawson, 540.937.4990 for a Chartering Package or schedule a speaking team to come to your Church.
UMMen News

   Charlottesville District is a leading district in establishing our Wesleyan Building Brothers (WBB) ministry.  On January 13, 2009, a Pastor’s Overview session, for WBB was conducted at Glen Allen where 58 people attended. There were 28 clergy and 1 District Superintendent, with the rest being laity. 
   Charlottesville’s participation included three clergy and 10 laity.  Bishop Kammerer addressed this session, and during the opening remarks stated, “I pray what you are starting today will be the example for other conferences to follow.”
   The first Male Leadership Experience (MLE-I) was lead by Dan Schaffer, author of Spiritual Fathers, at VUMAC from  April 26-28. 2009.  Forty men, from 26 churches, included 13 pastors attended this very important training.  Charlottesville was represented by laity from Culpeper, Little Fork, and Scottsville churches. 

  This leadership experience reinforced that WBB is all about men becoming spiritually mature in their faith and ultimately becoming Spiritual Fathers. We learned that in order for men to become Spiritual Fathers, they must be in a process that is all about engaging men in their spiritual walk, and this cannot be just a program about business or activities. This has to be about relationships. Most men don't care what you know, until they know you care. 
   The leaders from the MLE-1 are seeking men to continue the WBB ministry and attend Phase I of the WBB training for the Charlottesville District, which is scheduled for August 22, 2009, at the Wilderness UMC in Fredericksburg, Virginia.   There is another training session for the southern part of the state will be on August 23 at VUMAC in Blackstone, Virginia.  Any clergy or laity desiring more information about Wesleyan Building Brothers can contact Dave Bean at 540-718-2752, Todd Hoar at 434-286-2927, or Jerry Lawson at 540-937-4990. 
Next Newsletter
   We will publish a combined July/August newsletter next month.  The deadline for submitting articles is June 24.  Please submit information for both your July and August events and activities!
United Methodist Women

   The Va Conference UMW Young Women's Event will be September 18-19, 2009 at The VA United Methodist Assembly Center in Blackstone, Va.  The theme for the retreat will be "Made in the Image of GOD".  Rev. Amanda Garber, Director of the Wesley Foundation at James Madison University, will be the leader for this event.  All women ages 18-35 years are encouraged to come.   You do not have to be a UMW member to attend.  To register contact Becky Breeding at 540-363-5905 or email mbbreeding3@yahoo.com or you may go to the VA United Methodist Women's website vaumw.org and download the registration form.  Registration deadline is Sept. 8th.

Mark your calendar:

· UMW Units please plan to attend the Charlottesville District UMW Annual Meeting on October 3, 2009 at Hinton Avenue United Methodist Church beginning at 9:30 AM.  

· The 37th Annual Meeting of the Va Conference United Methodist Women will be October 24-25, 2009 at the Virginia United Methodist Assembly Center in Blackstone.   Julie Taylor, Executive Secretary for children, youth, and family, United Methodist Building, Washington, D.C. will be the guest speaker for the weekend.  

· World Federation of Methodist & Uniting Church Women, November 7, 2009, 9 AM - 3 PM; Wesley Memorial UMC, 1720 Mechanicsville Turnpike, Richmond, VV 23223

For information or questions concerning United Methodist Women contact Daphne Sandridge, District UMW President  434-973-3901 or email daphne_5678@yahoo.com
St. Paul Youth Choir “Revolution” Tour

 

  Charlottesville First United Methodist Church will host the touring Youth Choir from St Paul United Methodist Church, Louisville, KY on their “Revolution” Tour Wednesday night, June 10, 2009 at 7:30 PM.  
   These singers, ages 12-18, will present an evening of music celebrating the re-creating, revolutionary grace of God. Through anthems and spirituals from the classical period through contemporary Christian literature, the St Paul Youth Choir features the breadth of literature and liturgy of the Church. St. Paul UMC has an exemplary history of training young voices, from age 3 through the 12th grade, and is honored to have some singers who have been in the Choir program for more than 14 years. More information about St Paul UMC can be found at www.stpumc.com.

   First UMC is the Choir’s first stop through historic Virginia, a trip that will lead them through the Revolutionary War corridor of central Virginia, to Colonial Williamsburg to sing in historic Wren Chapel and minister to the disabled senior adults at Williamsburg UMC, and ultimately to Virginia Beach, to assist at the Judeo-Christian Mission at the resort. The final concert is at Lexington (VA) Presbyterian Church.

   The concert is free and open to the public. A love offering will be collected to support the youth and music ministries at First UMC. 
Westview on the James
By Rebecca Wagner
   Camp is fast approaching!  There is still time to sign up at westviewonthejames.org!  The Care and Connect Program at Westview is an outreach ministry to provide scholarships for children who for financial reasons cannot attend camp.  The Richmond District has done this successfully for the past several years and this year seven children from the Charlottesville District will be attending camp through this program.  If you are interested in helping to provide a scholarship for these children, make your check payable to “Westview on the James” and put “Charlottesville Care and Connect” in the memo line.  Mail the check to: Westview on the James, 1231 West View Road, Goochland, VA 23063. Please share this information with your church. 
   Westview is known for its excellent summer camp program, but the retreat program there is superb also.  In May I attended the Confirmation Retreat. When my daughter was in her confirmation class, she and I attended a similar retreat at Westview and it was very meaningful.  This time I signed up as a Spiritual Leader for one of the small groups.  There were over 120 confirmands and Charlottesville District was well represented with participants from 11 churches.  
   The Steve Kropp Band led us in Praise and Worship services and Angie Williams, the Conference Coordinator for Youth Ministries, was the guest speaker.  
The theme for the weekend was True North and G. P. S. (God's Positioning System).  Activities and worship sessions all centered upon God being our True North.  
Saturday morning  we set off for the woods to follow the  Orienteering Course.  Wandering around in the woods not really knowing where I was or where I should go next made me think of Moses and the children of Israel!!  Thank goodness, there were people with us who were able to guide us back out of the woods before dark!!  The second half of the day was spent on a Treasure Hunt which provided good opportunities for discussions about our real treasures and how to "walk the talk".  If you've never spent time with a group of middle schoolers, you should try it sometime.  They can be very deep thinkers and come up with some pretty profound statements. 
   This was a wonderful experience for me, and others who have attended agree that it was very meaningful for them and their confirmands. Cat Holbert Rudys and the staff at Westview did a wonderful job in providing an inspirational, meaningful experience for all who attended.  If your confirmands didn't go this year, plan to go next year. I've already signed up to go again!! 

District Youth News

   Sixty-one youth and adults from 10 churches met at Westview February 27-March 1 for a weekend of fun, fellowship, work, food, music and worship.  The Steve Kropp Band from Fredericksburg, VA  led our Praise and Worship sessions.  Steve shared information about “blood:water mission” which is an effort to supply clean water and blood to people in Africa.  Find information at bloodwatermission.com .  
   Joan Wasserott, a Cunningham UMC member, shared pictures and talked about her experiences in Africa and spoke of making God a priority every day.  
   We raised $286.00 for YSF (Youth Service Fund) and collected school supplies for the Henry Fork Service Center in Rocky Mount, Virginia.  
   On Saturday work teams scattered to work sites at the camp as well as in the Goochland community.  We got all the work done and everyone made it home safely before the snow hit, giving us two extra days off from
school!!  If you didn't make it this year, plan to come next year!!
   If you are still looking for a mission trip for this summer, TARP (Terrebonne Area Restoration Project), is looking for youth ages 14 and older to participate in the repair and restoration of homes in Terrebonne Parish, Louisiana, where the eye of Hurricane Gustav made landfall in September.  If you have questions, contact Laurie Byland at (225)383-4777 ext 255.  For more information check out www.thebluetarp.com .  
   Another mission opportunity is SPY (Summer Youth Project).  For information go to www.vaumc.org/youth.   New DCYM members are always welcome.  If you or a youth in grades 6-12 are interested in serving on the District Council of Youth Ministry, please call Rebecca Wagner at 434-823-4645.  Our next meeting is Saturday, June 20, at Hinton Avenue UMC in Charlottesville at 2:30 PM.  
   Save the date:  Sunday, August 30, 2009: District Youth Rally at Ivy Creek UMC.  We will be collecting school supplies for Henry Fork Service Center and our guest speaker will be talking to  us about Stop Hunger Now.  Plan to come.
Conference events:
· June 26-27:  Awakening at Fredericksburg, VA
· July 24-26 (weekend) or July 27-30 (week): School of Christian Mission at Blackstone, VA .  Contact Pat Owens at patowens2@cox.net for information regarding available scholarships.
· July 31-August 2: YAC (Youth Advocates for Christ) VUMAC in Blackstone.  Cost is $110 per participant.  For more information and other events check out www.vaumc.org/youth .
VBS with Society of St. Andrew’s


If you love the little children …
train them up in the way they should go.

  The Society of St. Andrew has a free VBS Mission Project, “TREK Mission Adventure”.  VBS kids will TREK across God’s beautiful world on adventures that put them on the front line of learning the importance of eating healthy, sharing with others, and using their hands to help God’s hungry children. The program is designed to supplement the VBS curriculum and can be easily adapted to any VBS theme.

   The goal for each VBS is to raise enough through student offerings for the Society of St. Andrew to save and donate 1,000 pounds of fresh produce that will end up on the plates of hungry Americans.  At about a nickel a pound, that’s a goal of $50.

      All materials are free and available now.  Order a sample kit today.  There is no obligation.  Call Rev. Moore at the Society of St. Andrew, 800-333-4597; email church@endhunger.org; fax your request to 434-299-5949; or order online at www.endhunger.org/vbs.htm.  If your materials do not arrive within two weeks of placing your order, please call the Society of St. Andrew.
Pastoral Transitions on the District  
	CURRENT PASTOR
	CHARGE
	GOING TO…
	
	

	Judith Carlson
	East Culpeper
	Retirement
	
	

	Edward Hopkins
	Hinton Avenue
	Sabbatical
	
	

	Courtney Joyner
	Macedonia
	Leave of Absence
	
	

	Harry Kennon
	First
	Retirement
	
	

	John McLain
	South Fluvanna
	Another Ministry Setting
	
	

	C. Ralph Mills
	First
	Retirement
	
	

	Kotosha Seals
	Cunningham
	Another Appointment
	
	

	Murray Lynn Sallinger
	Mt. Pleasant
	Retirement
	
	

	Ned Van Dyck
	Amissville
	Another appointment
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DISTRICT CALENDAR
June 7

District Stewards Annual Meeting, Aldersgate UMC, 2:00 PM

June 7

Annual Conference Orientation, Aldersgate UMC, 3:00 PM
June 10 
St. Paul Youth Choir “Revolution” at First UMC, 7:30 PM

June 14-17
Annual Conference, Norfolk Scope
June 26-27
Awakening 2009

July 24
`
Ambassador Newsletter deadline

July 24-26
School of Christian Mission
July 27-30 
School of Christian Mission
July 31-Aug 2
Youth Advocate for Christ


August 30 
District Youth Rally, Ivy Creek UMC
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