THE AMBASSADOR  
“So we are ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through us. 

We beseech you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God (2 Corinthians 5:20).”

Volume 6, Issue 7/8
  A newsletter for the Pastors and Lay Leadership of the Charlottesville District
July-August 2009
Are you in a Covenant Relationship with a Missionary?

   Seventeen congregations on the Charlottesville District are in a covenant relationship with a missionary through the General Board of Global Ministries!  

   This two-fold relationship includes: 1) the local church praying for and learning about a particular missionary’s work; and 2) the missionary praying for and communicating with the local church.  The missionary also makes a personal visit to the church when on itineration.

   The suggested covenant amount is $2,500 or $5 per member annually.  This contribution not only helps in the funding of a particular missionary but helps to ensure support for ALL General Board of Global Ministries missionaries.

  New in 2009:  Individuals can sponsor a missionary!  Youth Groups and Campus Ministries are encouraged to be covenant partners with US2s and/or Mission Interns!  The same two-fold relationship of prayer/learning/and communicating is the foundation for the individual, US2, and Mission Intern covenants.  The suggested financial support for an individual/family covenant is $500, while the suggested support by youth and campus ministry students is $5 per member.

  Information on covenant relationships, missionaries, and other mission opportunities is available on the Virginia Conference website: vaumc.org; Conference Offices; Mission Office; Missionaries.
  Contact your neighboring churches on the Charlottesville District to learn first-hand about covenant relationships with United Methodist missionaries:

Aldersgate

Amissville

Bethlehem (Roseland)

Bethlehem (Orange Circuit, 2 covenants)

Crozet (2 covenants)

Culpeper (3 covenants)

First 

Hopewell (2 covenants)

Mineral

Nelson

Richardsville (2 covenants)

Rodes

Rose Park

Stanardsville

Trinity

Trinity (North Garden)

Zion



Transitions on the District

   As moving vans roll across the state and boxes are packed and unpacked, welcome – and in some cases, welcome again – the following pastors to the Charlottesville District:
· Linda E. F. Crabbs from associate at Good Shepherd (Rd) to Macedonia UMC
· Gay Hall from Sherando (S) to Amissville UMC
· Alvin Horton from Mount Pisgah (Rd) to First UMC
· Thomas Frost first appointment to Cunningham UMC
· Judy Morris from Mount Zion to the Mount Pleasant Charge
· Stanley Mulford III from Brodnax (Pt) to East Culpeper Charge

· Dorian Powell from Mount Zion (Leesburg, W) to South Fluvanna Charge
· Carol Thornton, coming from retirement, to Mount Zion UMC 
· Rosemary Welch from Westhampton (Rd) to Hinton Avenue UMC
Hopewell UMC in Mission
   Hopewell UMC is sending 16 members of varying ages to Marion VA to help at Project Crossroads.  Back in February, Rev. Linda and Mark Stransky, missionaries from Project Crossroads, visited Richardsville and Hopewell churches where they led the worship, preached and shared about their ministry with the needy in Appalachia.  Each church responded enthusiastically, giving generously to their caring ministry.  The mission team, led by Mary Lou Leftwich, will leave July 5 and return July 11.  This is a first for Hopewell!  Pray that God will abundantly bless the team as they seek to serve the Lord by reaching out to others.

Curious about United Methodist Men?
Contact Dave Bean, 540.718.2752 or Jerry Lawson, 540.937.4990 for a Chartering Package or schedule a speaking team to come to your Church.
Newsletter Deadline: August 19

  District Youth News

   Members of DCYM (District Council of Youth Ministry) will be attending VUMDYLA (Virginia United Methodist District Youth Leadership Assembly) July 31-August 2, 2009 in Blackstone, Virginia.  This is an annual leadership training and planning event for District Youth Councils. 

 

   Mark your calendars now for the August 30 District Youth Rally!   The annual District Youth Rally will be held Sunday, August 30 at Ivy Creek UMC.  Arrival and registration will be at 3:00 PM and the first event will begin at 3:15 PM.  Dinner will be served around 5:00 PM and the rally will end with worship around 7:00 PM  We will have a guest speaker from Stop Hunger Now to tell us about that organization and what we can do to help.  We will be raising money for Stop Hunger Now.  Please plan to come and bring your friends.  We will be collecting school supplies for the Henry Fork Service Center, too.   RSVP to Rebecca Wagner at brrewagner@webtv.net or at 434-823-4645 with how many plan to attend by August 23. This will help with planning for the food.  

 

   The church is located at 674 Woodlands Road, Charlottesville, VA.  Directions from Charlottesville:  Take Hydraulic Road off Route 29 heading west. Come to Earlysville Highway (a stone store is on the corner) and there is a stoplight here.  Take a left and go about a quarter of a mile to Woodlands Road (church sign at this road with church name on it).  Turn left and go across the bridge. The stone church is about two miles ahead on the right just after a sharp curve.  (Note:  If you are coming from the north, you could turn off of Route 29 onto Rio Road and then turn right on Earlysville Highway and follow the directions above from that point.)

 

   If you live to the west of Charlottesville, you can go to Crozet and go up Route 810 to White Hall (about 3 miles from Crozet).  Turn right on Garth Road and then go 6.2 miles.  Turn left on Free Union Road and go about 0.8 mile.  Turn right on Woodlands Road and go about 2.1 miles.  The church will be on your left.

 

Conference Youth Events 

· Summer Project Youth  July 11-17, July 18-24, and July 25-31; $275.00 per participant.  This is a week of mission to the people in the New River Valley region of Virginia.

· School of Christian Mission in Blackstone, VA at VUMAC; July 24-26, 2009 (weekend session); July 27-30, 2009 (week session). For information regarding available scholarships, contact Pat Owens at patowens2@cox.net.

· YAC (Youth Advocates for Christ) July 31-August 2.  This is leadership training for local church teams of student leaders and youth workers, whether large or small.  

· Middle School Mission Weekend at Westview on the James: August 21-23; Cost: $96.00

· For more information on the above events go to www.vaumc.org/youth.
Camp Young At Heart

   Aldersgate UMC is sponsoring the seventh annual “Camp Young at Heart” August 25-27, from 9 AM to 2 PM.  This is an ecumenical camp for senior adults in the Charlottesville area.  All are invited to join this time of learning and fellowship.
   There is a great selection of classes and outstanding teachers, offering a wide variety of subjects, including many not previously offered:

· “Angels Among Us” taught by Rev. Dr. Bill Jones

· “Discovering Your God-Given Gifts” taught by Dr. Laila Bare

· “Jefferson’s Monticello” taught by Dr. Elizabeth Chew, Dr. Leni Sorensen and Dr. Elizabeth Cornett

· “What’s the Point?” (exploring the meaning of parables) taught by Rev. Chris Fuss

· “Watercolor Workshop” taught by Virginia Thompson

· “Potpourri for Healthy Living” taught by Yvonne Okaah, Rita Smith and Christine Dean

· “Survey of the Bible” taught by Rev. John Green

· “God’s Garden” taught by Gabriel Kleinmichel

· “God’s Beautiful World” taught by Dr. Ed Walendowski and Nancy Newman

Further information and registration form may be downloaded from the website: www.cvaumc.org.

You may direct any questions to:  Rev. Chris Fuss at chrisfuss@cvaumc.org or 434 973-5806

Voices of Youth
   The Voices of Youth – Awakening the Church to Mission,” a choir of youth from the Virginia Conference of The United Methodist Church, will perform on Thursday, July 23rd, at 7:00 PM at Aldersgate United Methodist Church, located at 1500 E. Rio Road, Charlottesville.

   The “Voices of Youth” choir is a group of High School youth from United Methodist Churches all across the Commonwealth of Virginia.  These talented young people are committed to and excited about the mission outreach of the Church.  Their program will consist of choral and instrumental music, interpretive movement, and visuals aimed toward challenging congregations to BE in mission!

   This program is open to all persons in the community.  There is no admission charge.  An offering will be received in support of the Choir’s expenses.
   Jeremy Hopkins (Hinton Avenue) and Caitlin Guerin (Cunningham) are part of the Voices of Youth 2009 Choir.
Prayers for the Wesley Foundation

   Our student president for this coming academic year is studying in Italy this summer, another student is learning French in Morocco, and another is learning to drive the University buses.  Our students are off on many adventures and our prayers go with them, even as we greet incoming first year students all summer long at the UVA Summer Orientation days.  

   August is just around the corner, with University students returning to Grounds for “move in day” on Saturday, August 22nd.  That day Wesley Foundation students will meet incoming students at their dorms, helping them move in and inviting them to our kick-off events that week.  One of our partners in ministry, Wesley Memorial UMC, provides us with hundreds of dozens of cookies that we hand out at the dorms on move-in day, along with an invitation to “the Wesley block.”  From 11am -1pm on move in day we also welcome students and their families to a drop by lunch at the Wesley Foundation, provided by our Administrative Board members and our friends at Wesley Memorial.

   As we make these preparations to offer radical hospitality to our incoming students, won’t you be in prayer with us for all university students?  You may have students in your family or your congregation who are leaving for school soon.  Know that Wesley Foundation campus ministries are here to welcome them, nurture them, and challenge them to continue in their faith journeys and to engage as deeply with their faith as they do with their academic pursuits.  We can’t provide this vital ministry without you – we rely on and are thankful for your prayers, gifts, support, and service.

   Thank you for praying for this ministry and for our students, for those who will return to leadership positions and for those who are leaving home for the first time.  Thank you for praying for our board members and partners in ministry who shape our outreach to the university and make this “a place to be and become.”  And thank you for praying for our campus ministers, called to this fertile mission field at the intersection of the church and the academy.  Thanks for your prayers!

Are You Listening? – Hearing God’s Call

 

   If you are a rising high school sophomore, junior, or senior who is wondering what God is calling you to do, attend this three-day event to explore the meaning of a call to Christian ministry.  The event is being held at Randolph-Macon College, Ashland, VA. August 2 – 4. 

It is sponsored by the A. Purnell Bailey Pre-Ministerial Program for Ordained Ministry and the United Methodist Church Virginia Conference Board of Ordained Ministry. Meals and housing provided by Randolph-Macon College. Registration is limited to twenty applicants. There is no cost to participate. To register online, go to www.rmc.edu/vocationevent.asp  For additional information call Margie Turbyfill at (804)368-7276.

Westview on the James
 

   Camp is going strong at Westview on the James this summer.  There are still a few openings.  If you haven't signed up and would like to go to camp, check out the website at www.westviewonthejames.org to see what's available.  

   A huge thank you to Aldersgate UMC, Byrd Chapel UMC, Salem UMC, the Charlottesville District of the UMC and The Green Olive Tree in Crozet as well as all of the individuals who contributed to the Care and Connect Program making it possible for 6 children from the Charlottesville District to attend camp this summer.  Also, a big thank you to Dr. Reynolds at Pediatric Associates for helping see that the children got the necessary physicals for camp.  I am looking forward to hearing about the camper's experiences!  Donations for Care and Connect can still be made to Westview on the James and mailed to Westview on the James, 1231 West View Road, Goochland, Virginia  23063.

    The Westview Board plans to hold charity golf tournaments in the Charlottesville, Ashland and Richmond districts to raise money for Care and Connect. If you or someone you know would be interested in helping us with the Charlottesville Tournament, please contact Rebecca Wagner at 434-823-4645 or at brrewagner@webtv.net.  I know nothing about golf and really need someone who plays golf to step up and help with this project. Thank you for considering this opportunity to serve.   

    Please keep the campers, counselors and staff at Westview in your prayers this summer.

    Kid’s Work Camp: September 25-27, 2009, $62 per person – Bring your 3rd-6th graders to Westview for a weekend of team-building, worship and missions! Groups will travel into the community for outreach projects; introducing (or reinforcing) missions to children. We’ll welcome Christian Educators for leading worship and Westview’s counselors will be here to lead games and activities. Always a blast—and a learning experience! 
Call or email the camp office at 804-457-4210 or wvretreats@hughes.net or check the website at www.westviewonthejames.org for more information.
Bishop’s Trip to Oberammergau

   Join Bishop Charlene Kammerer for a nine day trip to Europe departing New York on June 22, 2010.  The tour will include stops in Innsbruck, Salzburg, a train trip through the Brenner Pass and the joy of the Passion Play itself. The cost from New York is $2998.  Brochures are available.  For additional information, please contact Bob Forrest at proffitva@netzero.com or 434-974-6650
United Methodist Women

   The Virginia Conference UMW Young Women's Event will be September 18-19, 2009 at The VA United Methodist Assembly Center in Blackstone, Va.  The theme for the retreat will be "Made in the Image of GOD".  Rev. Amanda Garber, Director of the Wesley Foundation at James Madison University, will be the leader for this event.  All women ages 18-35 years are encouraged to come.   You do not have to be a UMW member to attend.  To register contact Becky Breeding at 540-363-5905 or email mbbreeding3@yahoo.com or you may go to the VA United Methodist Women's website vaumw.org and download the registration form.  Registration deadline is Sept. 8th.

Mark your calendar:

· UMW Units please plan to attend the Charlottesville District UMW Annual Meeting on October 3, 2009 at Hinton Avenue United Methodist Church beginning at 9:30 AM.  

· The 37th Annual Meeting of the Va Conference United Methodist Women will be October 24-25, 2009 at the Virginia United Methodist Assembly Center in Blackstone.   Julie Taylor, Executive Secretary for children, youth, and family, United Methodist Building, Washington, D.C. will be the guest speaker for the weekend.  

· World Federation of Methodist & Uniting Church Women, November 7, 2009, 9 AM - 3 PM; Wesley Memorial UMC, 1720 Mechanicsville Turnpike, Richmond, VV 23223

For information or questions concerning United Methodist Women contact Daphne Sandridge, District UMW President  434-973-3901 or email daphne_5678@yahoo.com
World Methodist Council
Offers Award For Winning Logo
 
The World Methodist Council is sponsoring a contest for a logo design for the 20th World Methodist Conference which will be held August 4 – 8, 2011, in Durban, South Africa.  The winning entry will receive an award of $500 USD. The Conference theme is “Jesus Christ – For The Healing Of The Nations.”  All entries must be received by September 10, 2009, and must adhere to the following criteria:

· The winning entry becomes the property of the WMC for its sole use and purposes, including editing, publication and distribution rights.

· Each entry must include the words “Jesus Christ – For The Healing Of The Nations.”
· Entries may be submitted in black and white or color format.  The Conference logo will be used in a variety of formats which may include forms of correspondence, posters, banners, pre-conference publicity, website, PowerPoint presentations, etc.

· Entries must include information from the person(s) responsible for its design as requested below.

· Entries may be submitted electronically and by hard copy.

 Please send all entries to:

            Mrs. Roma Wyatt

            World Methodist Council

            P. O. Box 518

            Lake Junaluska, NC 28745 USA

            Email:  romawyatt@charter.net  

 All entries must be received by September 10, 2009. Please provide the following information: Name, Address, Email Address
VBS at Bethlehem UMC, Roseland

Bethlehem UMC invites you to Vacation Bible School using Group’s Crocodile Dock VBS.  The Kick-off Dinner & Registration is Sunday, August 2, 5:00-7:00 PM.  VBS runs  Mon.-Wed., August 3-5, at 6:00-8:30 PM.  This VBS is for children 4 years old  through Rising 5th graders.  Bethlehem UMC is located at 7577 Patrick Henry Highway, Roseland, VA 22967.  To register, or for more information call (434) 277-5006 or email at 

ourelephant@yahoo.com. 

  

**Also, if any church will be doing Group's Crocodile Dock VBS before the end of July and has decorations that we might borrow, please contact Rev. Rowley at (434) 277-5006 or at ourelephant@yahoo.com. 

 

Your Gifts Are Needed
  Paul refers to the Church as a body with Christ, the head.  We are many members but one body.  We have different functions—gifts—but one body.  How has God equipped you for a unique ministry?  Is God calling you for leadership beyond your local church?

   The Charlottesville District is preparing ministry teams for 2010.  Lay and clergy; youth, young adults, all ages; are invited to join a high energy team to assist the 76 congregations of the Charlottesville District discover their unique gifts and calling and share the Light of Christ in Central Virginia and around the world.  Can you share  gifts of organization, motivation, encouragement, and example of commitment? 
   You are invited to complete the “Nominations Facilitation Committee Profile Form” found in this newsletter and send it to the District Office during the month of July.  Want to talk to someone about the “possibility” that God may be calling you?  Contact Bob Forrest (proffitva@netzero.com; 434 974-6650) or the District Office (charlottesvilledistrict@vaumc.org.
NOMINATIONS FACILITATION COMMITTEE PROFILE FORM

I am interested in serving

·   District

·   Conference 

NAME AND ADDRESS 



*AGE    
*ETHNIC
*GENDER
PHONE NUMBER








BACKGROUND


__________________________________

____
_____________
 _________
________________

__________________________________                   CLERGY *DIACONAL *LAY                    E-MAIL

                                                                                             (CIRCLE ONE)                                   ___________________

__________________________________                                                                                          FAX

DISTRICT _______________________________________________
                                       ___________________

LOCAL CHURCH  ________________________________________

1. INFORMATION ABOUT MY EDUCATION/WORK HISTORY:

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. AREAS OF EXPERTISE/ EXPERIENCE:

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. PAST LEADERSHIP OR OFFICES HELD:



LOCAL CHURCH _______________________________________________________________________________________



          
DISTRICT ___________________________________________________________________________________



CONFERENCE________________________________________________________________________________



GENERAL CHURCH___________________________________________________________________________

       4.  I WANT TO SERVE IN THE AREA OF_______________________________ON THE CONFERENCE/DISTRICT LEVEL

            BECAUSE MY PASSION FOR MISSION AND MINISTRY IS ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5 I AM PRESENTLY SERVING ON THE CONFERENCE/DISTRICT LEVEL AS:

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

IF NOMINATED AND ELECTED TO SERVIE ON A DISTRICT OR CONFERENCE BOARD OF AGENCY LISTED ABOVE, I HEREBY GIVE MY CONSTENT TO SERVE.

DATE*________________________________                           _________________________________________________

                                                                                                                   NOMINEE’S SIGNATURE

*This nomination form expires three years from this date. 

                                                                                                        _________________________________________________

                                                                                                        DISTRICT SUPERINTENDENT’S SIGNATURE

*This is an attempt to provide balance in age, ethnic background and gender in make-up of boards and agencies

A – Asian      AAB- African-American/Black    C-Caucasian    H- Hispanic/Latino    N-Native American      P-Pacific Islander        MR-Multi Racial 

The United Methodist Church

Charlottesville District Office                                                                    

914 E. Jefferson St., Suite 104

Charlottesville, Virginia 22902               

434-977-4254

Email: CharlottesvilleDistrict@vaumc.org
Newsletter Editor: Leah DeLong

Rappahannock3umc@aol.com
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED
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DISTRICT CALENDAR
July 1

“Moving Day” for Pastors/Families in the Virginia Annual Conference

July 4-11
Cabinet joins Voices of Youth on Mission Trip to Mississippi

July 13 

Common Table at Aldersgate 7 PM
July 14

Welcome Picnic for Clergy/Families

July 19

Hispanic Bible Study, Grace UMC 3 PM
July 23 

Voices of Youth at Aldersgate UMC, 7 PM

July 24-26
School of Christian Mission

July 27-30 
School of Christian Mission

July 31-Aug 2
Youth Advocate for Christ


August 10
Common Table at Aldersgate 7 PM
August 16
Hispanic Bible Study, Grace UMC 3 PM

August 25-27
“Camp Young at Heart” at Aldersgate UMC 
August 26
2009 Charge Conference Season Begins. . . 
August 30 
District Youth Rally, Ivy Creek UMC
September 13
District Conference 3 PM, Conference Lay Leader Shirley Cauffman speaking
Non-profit


Organization


U.S. POSTAGE


PAID


Permit No. 180


Charlottesville Va














PAGE  
Page 
THE AMBASSADOR
PAGE  
September 2006   
Page 


